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Proposal Name: Proposed Changes to Senate Rules 4.2.8 and 4.2.9 ("Undergraduate Certificates" and "Graduate 
Certificates") 
  
This is a recommendation that the University Senate approve the proposed language changes to Senate Rules 4.2.8 and 
4.2.9 to expand certificate offerings at both the undergraduate and graduate levels and to bring 4.2.9 into agreement 
with SR 3.2. 
  
Rationale: Arts and Sciences is proposing an undergraduate postbaccalaureate certificate that is not supported by the 
existing Senate Rules.  The proposed SR 4.2.8 language would support that proposal and future undergraduate 
certificates of that nature.  Similar language was also added to the graduate certificate SR 4.2.9.  In addition, SR 4.2.9 
was updated to be in agreement with a 2012 update of SR 3.2 on the procedure for processing graduate certificates.   
 
 
William T Smith, Associate Professor 
Dept of Electrical and Computer Engineering 
(859) 257-1009 
 



UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATES  
SR 4.2.8 
 

Undergraduate certificate programs consist of suites of undergraduate courses focused upon a 

defined academic or professional objective. 

 

Undergraduate certificate programs are open to those who are enrolled as (a) undergraduates, or 

(b) postbaccalaureate (non-degree) students, or (c) graduate or professional students. 

 

Individual undergraduate certificate programs may set reasonable admissions requirements or 

restrictions. These requirements may include completion of an undergraduate degree from an 

accredited institution prior to admission into the program. 
 
[US: 2/14/11] 
 
Undergraduate certificates are available only to students who are enrolled in an undergraduate 
degree program or who have successfully completed an undergraduate degree and enroll as a 
postbaccalaureate student for admission to a certificate curriculum. The minimum Graduate 
School requirements for admission to postbaccalaureate status apply. The faculty of record of an 
undergraduate certificate program may establish policies to extend enrollment to non-degree-
seeking students. (See SR 4.2.1.3.1) [US: 4/22/2019] 
 
Undergraduate certificates shall be approved by the same process as are programs (see SR 3.2 
SR 3.2) except that the following are not required: a) a statement of administrative feasibility; ba) 
posting and approval by the Council on Postsecondary Education, and cb) approval by the 
University of Kentucky Board of Trustees. 
 
An undergraduate certificate must be a minimum of 12 credits, all at the 200 level or above, with a 
minimum of six credits at the 300-level or above. The certificate must have a three-credit breadth 
component, requiring the student to take courses in at least two disciplines, with a minimum of 
three credits to be completed in a second discipline. 
 
A student must earn a C or better, or a Pass in a pass/fail course, in each required certificate 
course to receive the certificate. 
 

*     Under SR 5.1.4, the Senate Council (or Senate) can approve that a particular certificate 
program can require a pass/fail course [SREC: 3/30/2019] 

 
No more than nine credits taken for a certificate can be used to satisfy the requirements for the 
student's bachelor's degree, a minor, or another certificate, exclusive of free or unrestricted 
electives. 
 
Award of an undergraduate certificate shall be noted on the student’s transcript upon successful 
completion of the curriculum. 
 
* Students enrolled in graduate degree programs or professional programs may pursue an 

undergraduate certificate program. [SREC: 4/8/2015] 
 



 

Graduate Certificates  
4.2.9 
 
Graduate certificate programs consist of suites of graduate courses focused upon a defined 
academic or professional objective.  
 
Graduate certificate programs are open to those who are enrolled as (a) postbaccalaureate (non-
degree) students, (b) graduate students or (c) professional students who have been enrolled in 
the Graduate School for the purpose of admission to a graduate certificate program.  
 

The requirements for admission to a certificate program may include prior completion of a 
master’s or doctoral degree from an accredited institution, but in no case will be less than the 
requirements for postbaccalaureate admission to the Graduate School. 
 
[US: 1/14/2002] 
 
Students who already are or will be enrolled in a graduate degree program, or those who apply for 
or are enrolled in postbaccalaureate (non-degree) status are eligible for admission to a certificate 
curriculum. The minimum Graduate School requirements for admission to postbaccalaureate 
status apply. With the approval of the Dean of the Graduate School, the certificate curriculum may 
set reasonable admission requirements or restrictions beyond those specified by the Graduate 
School. 
 
Graduate certificates shall be approved by the same process as are programs (see SR 3.2 3.2) 
except that the following are not required: (a) approval by the Graduate faculty, (b) a statement of 
administrative feasibility; (c) posting and approval by the Council on Postsecondary Education, 
and (bd) approval by the University of Kentucky Board of Trustees. 
 
A graduate certificate must be a minimum of nine graduate credits in length and should be fewer 
than 18 graduate credits. 
 
A student must achieve a minimum graduate grade point average of 3.00 in the set of courses 
required for the graduate certificate in order to be granted the certificate. 
 
Award of a graduate certificate shall be noted on the student's transcript, upon the 
recommendation of the Dean of the Graduate School. 
 
Graduate certificate curricula must comply with the "Guidelines for Graduate Certificate Curricula" 

published by the Graduate School, on matters not prescribed here or in other Senate Rules.. 
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