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University Scholars Program: Spanish/Hispanic Studies 
  
This is a recommendation that the University Senate approve the establishment of a new University Scholars 
Program: BA Spanish and MA Hispanic Studies in the Department of Hispanic Studies within the College of 
Arts & Sciences. 
 
This University Scholars Program has been in existence and operating in the department for a while. It was approved by the 
Graduate Council or the Graduate School but was not approved by the Senate. This is part of the USP clean-up process 
approved by the Senate in May 2017. 
 
The revised program is attached. 
 
Thanks! Margaret 
---------- 
Margaret J. Mohr-Schroeder, PhD | Associate Professor of STEM Education - Mathematics | SAPC University Senate 
Committee Chair | University Senator/Senate Council Member | STEM PLUS Program Co-Chair | Department of STEM 
Education | University of Kentucky | www.margaretmohrschroeder.com | Schedule a Meeting with Me 
 







NEW UNIVERSITY SCHOLARS PROGRAM (USP) 

program works on the assumption that students entering the University will begin Spanish coursework at the 300 
level, either through placement exams scores or AP/18/dual credit coursework completed in their secondary 
school curricula. The first four semesters will consist of undergraduate coursework both in and outside of the 

Hispanic Studies department, while the last four semesters will see the students working almost exclusively within 
the department at both the undergraduate and the graduate level. 

2b Explain the need (e.g. market demand). {300 word limit) 

Increasingly, we are seeing students who arrive for their first year at the University with second-semester freshman 

or sophomore status from their AP/18 or dual credit coursework in high school. These high-achieving students seek 

ways to maxmize their time here at the University and distinguish themselves from other graduates as they look to 

join the workforce or continue their studies. This program provides that opportunity to students who have 

advanced language skills in Spanish. It also provides the University with additional tools to recruit these high­

achieving students and retain them for the full four years. 

2c Describe the target audience. (150 word limit) 

Students who have an interest in Hispanic Studies and advanced Spanish language skills, who will be able to start 

in 300-level courses in their first semester. These students may be bilingual speakers, heritage speakers who have 

placed into upper-level course through placement exams, or native English-speakers who have studied Spanish at 

high levels in their secondary school programs. 

3. Basic Requirements

3a 
� Check to confirm that the USP is open to undergraduates with senior standing who have completed at least 90 

hours of course work. 

3b Undergraduates must have satisfied all UK Core requirements prior to applying. Yes No X 

3c 

3d 

3e 

If "No," explain. (150 word limit) 

Application to the USP is at the end of the student's junior year. YesO No� 
If "No," explain. (150 word limit) 

Students can apply to the program after their sophomore year, or fourth semester of coursework.

For admission to the USP, the undergraduate GPA is greater than or equal to 3.5 in the 
student's major (including cross-listed courses) and 3.2 overall. 

If "No," explain. (150 word limit) 

Yes� No □ 

� Check box to confirm that application to the program will follow the current procedures for application to the 
Graduate School, subject to the conditions in questions 3a through 3d, above. 
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Students should follow the 4-year plan for the UK core course recommended sequence.
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3f 

[8] Check box to confirm that the USP is designed so that students will not take more than 16 credit hours per 
semester. (Permission to exceed that number is subject to approval by the Director of Graduate Studies and Dean 

of the Graduate School.) 

4. Specific Course Requirements

4a 
Up to twelve (12) credit hours from the bachelor's degree may be used towards the graduate degree. How many 
credits from the undergraduate degree will count towards the graduate degree? 

12 credit hours at the 500+ level may be counted toward the graduate degree 

List below the 400G- and 500-level courses in the bachelor's degree that will count towards the graduate degree. 

4b The student must be graded as a graduate student in the courses listed below for the course(s) to count towards 

the graduate degree. 

Prefix & 
Number 

SPA770 

SPA 602 

SPA 400+ 

SPA606 

Course Title Credit Hrs 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CREDIT HOURS: 

4a. 
Does the USP involve prerequisite courses2 or concurrent enrollment3 in certain 

courses? 
YesO No [8J 

If "Yes," please list the courses below. 

Prefix & 
Number 

Course Title Credit Hrs Course Type4 

Select one ... . 

Select one ... . 

Select one ... . 

Select one ... . 

Select one ... . 

Select one ... . 

Select one ... . 

Select one ... . 

Select one ... . 

Select one ... . 

- Prerequisite courses are completed prior to initiation of the USP, 1.e. at the undergraduate level.

Concurrent enrollment courses are in progress, 1.e. rn which the student rs be currently enrolled.

• Use the drop-down list to indicate if the course is a prerequisite or may be taken currently.
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See 4-year curriculum map.
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4b Provide the Bulletin language for prerequisite or concurrent enrollment courses. 

5. ADMINISTRATION AND ASSESSMENT

Sa 

Sb 

Describe how the proposed USP will be administered, including admissions, student advising, retention, etc. (150 

word limit) 

Students who have the language skills and academic rigor to complete the program will be identified by the faculty 

advisors in Hispanic Studies and invited to apply for the USP after their third semester of coursework at the 

University. Once admitted to the graduate program, students will be advised by the Director of Undergraduate 

Studies, in consultation with the Director of Graduate Studies, for their junior year and the Director of Graduate 

Studies for their senior year in the program. Students will be encouraged to study abroad in the second semester 

of their second year of coursework at the University, to further develop oral proficiency and overall facility in 

Spanish, in preparation for graduate-level courses in the first semester of the third year of University study. Study 

abroad experiences are a factor in retention and overall student success as they increase student proficiency and 

confidence in Spanish-language environments. 

·- -

Describe evaluation procedures for the proposed USP. Include how to determine whether the USP is a success or a 

failure. {250 word limit) 

The Director of Undergraduate Studies, the Director of Graduate Studies and the Department Chair will evaluate 

the efficacy of the program and identify areas for improvement on a biannual basis and will report their findings to 

the Hispanic Studies faculty at a regularly-scheduled faculty meeting. Criteria for determining the relative success 

or failure of the program will include quantity of student participation, quality of student performance in the 

program at the 400, 400-G, 500, and 6/700 levels, and post-graduate admission and job placement of successful 

graduates from the program. 

6. MISCELLANEOUS

6a Is there anything else about the proposed USP that should be mentioned? {150 word limit) 

This will be an excellent tool to recruit high-achieving students and allow them to explore beyond the limits of 

standard Undergraduate education. It has the potential to work well in conjunction with the newly-established 

Lewis Honors College. However, there are logistical problems for these students, who often come to the University 

with scholarships for undergraduate coursework. If those scholarships do not extend to graduate coursework, this 

becomes difficult to promote. 

7. APPROVALS/REVIEWS

Reviewing Group 

Name 

Document steps in the approval process below. 

Date 

Approved 
Contact Person Name/Phone/Email 

(Within College) In addition to the information below, attach documentation of department and college approval. 

7a This typically takes the form of meeting minutes but may also be an email from the unit heads reporting 

department- and college-level votes. 

Yanira Paz 9/29/2017 
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Heather Campbell-Speltz I 7-5763 I 

heather.campbellspeltz@uky.edu 
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Hispanic Studies USP 

YEAR 1 
Fall 

‡UK Core CC1  
#SPA 101: Elementary Spanish I OR ^SPA 
103: High Beginner Spanish  
UK Core ACR  
UK Core SSC  
UK 101  
Total Credits: 13 or 14  

 

Spring  
UK Core CC2 
#SPA 102: Elementary Spanish II OR ^SPA 
103: High Beginner Spanish 
UK Core GDY 
UK Core CCC 
*200+ Course outside SPA 
Total Credits: 15 or 16 

YEAR 2 

Fall  
#SPA 201: Intermediate Spanish III OR ^SPA 
203: High Intermediate Spanish/ ^SPA 205: 
Spanish for Bilingual Students 
UK Core QFO 
UK Core HUM (SPA 372: Spanish Cinema) 
UK Core NPM 
◊Elective 
Total Credits: 15 

Spring 
#SPA 202: Intermediate Spanish IV OR ^SPA 
203: High Intermediate Spanish/ ^SPA 205: 
Spanish for Bilingual Students 
UK Core SIR 
300+ A&S SS 
A&S Lab 
A&S NS 
◊Elective Total Credits: 16 

YEAR 3 

Fall  
#SPA 210: Spanish Grammar and Syntax 
#SPA 211: Intermediate Spanish Conversation 
OR ^SPA 215: Written Spanish for Bilingual 
Students 
*200+ Course outside SPA 
*200+ course outside SPA 
A&S NS 
Total Credits: 12 or 15 

Spring  
*300+ SPA major course 
*300+ SPA major course 
300+ A&S SS 
SPA 310: Spanish Composition Through 
Textual Analysis 
◊Elective 
Total Credits: 15 

YEAR 4 

Fall  
SPA 323 (GCCR) 
400+ SPA major course 
400+ SPA Course 
400+ SPA elective 
400+ elective 
Total Credits: 15 

Spring 
**SPA 770 
**SPA 602 
**400+ SPA major course 
500+ SPA Course  
**SPA 606 
Total Credits: 15 

YEAR 5 

Fall  
500+ SPA course  
500+ SPA Course 
500+ SPA Course 
600+ SPA Course 
Total credits: 12 

Spring 
600+ SPA Course 
600+ SPA Course 
600+ SPA Course 
Total credits: 9 

** University Scholars Program Courses 
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