University of Kentucky
University Senate Rules and Elections Committee

Minutes of Meeting

September 24, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. Present: Doug Michael (chair), Janet Ford, Hans Gesund, Tom Kelly, Connie Wood. The agenda items were considered in order and are reported below.
1. Recalculation of Senate apportionment in light of new Clinical Title Series (CTS) faculty limits. We adopted the following proposed changes to Rule 1.2.2.1 to be reported favorably to the Senate Council. Deletions are indicated by strikethrough, additions by bold underlined italics.

1.2.2.1 Elected Faculty Membership 


A. Apportionment
The 94 elected faculty seats shall be apportioned each spring among the colleges and the University Libraries according to the following two equally weighted factors based on data for the preceding fall semester: (1) the number of the following individuals, all of whom shall be considered "faculty" for purposes of this Rule: (a) full-time tenure/tenure track faculty (Regular, Special, Extension, Librarian Title Series) with the rank of assistant professor or higher (b) full-time Research Title Series non-tenure track faculty (Clinical, Research Title Series) with the rank of assistant professor or higher, (c) full-time Clinical Title Series faculty, but only to the extent that this number does not exceed 25% of the total in this part (1), and (c) (d) full-time lecturers and instructors; and (2) the number of full time students enrolled in the college, computed so that students enrolled in the Graduate School shall be assigned to the college in which they are pursuing their studies. 

The apportionment of the seats is based on a “population value”, Pu, calculated as:

Pu = 1/2 (Fu/Fe + Su/Se)

where Fu and Su are respectively the numbers calculated under paragraphs (1) and (2) above for  of eligible faculty and the number of full-time students in the unit, and Fe and Se are respectively  the total numbers calculated under paragraphs (1) and (2) above for total eligible faculty and students, respectively, in all units. 

[The remainder of 1.2.2.1(A) is unchanged] … .


B. Eligibility

Those faculty members eligible for election to the University Senate are:


1.  members of the tenure-track faculty at the rank of assistant professor or Librarian III or higher ,and


 2.  members of the Clinical Title Series, but only 



(a) if membership has been extended to them by a vote of the above college faculty,  and



(b) to the extent that they do not occupy more than 25% of the seats in the University Senate apportioned to that College under subsection (A) of this rule.

B. C. Election , etc. (C becomes D, D becomes E and E becomes F)  ….

2(A). Duplicate Credit Rule Clarification
We adopted the following change to Rule 5.3.1.2 and will report it to the Senate Council. Deletions are indicated by strikethrough.
5.3.1.2             Prohibition of Duplicate Credit

A student may earn credit hours and associated quality points for a course only once unless the course is designated as repeatable. A student who nonetheless has enrolled more than once for the same nonrepeatable course will be awarded credit hours and associated quality points only for the first time the course is successfully completed during the student’s academic career, regardless of the source (e.g. transfer, A.P., etc.) unless the student properly exercises the Repeat Option under SR 5.3.1.1.

2(B). Repeat option and subtitled courses. We adopted the following as an interpretation to Rule 5.3.1.1, Repeat Option:

The Repeat Option may be used for a course in which a subtitle is required only if the course is repeated under the same subtitle.

This interpretation will be forwarded for inclusion in the Senate Rules and to the Registrar’s Office. In addition, the Chair was directed to discuss Rule 4.3.4 with the Registrar and report back to the Committee.

2(C). Reelection of a senator previously serving on the Senate Council. We adopted the following as an interpretation to Rule 1.2.2.1(C), governing terms of members of the University Senate.
One year has “elapsed” within the meaning of this rule if a Senator’s regular term ended one year before the beginning of the regular term to which election is sought, even if that person’s voting membership in the Senate continued under Rule 1.2.2.1(E) as a member of the Senate Council.

3(A). Retroactive withdrawal amendment. We agreed that the action taken by the Senate effective May 8, 2008, which was done by circulation to Senators, should be codified notwithstanding the “objection” lodged by one Senator, because the objection did not relate to the proposed changes. Rule 5.1.8.5(B)(2) is hereby amended as directed in the circulation by the Senate Council to the Senate.

3(B). Interpretation in case of failure or refusal to file Instructor Feedback Forms. We adopted the following as an interpretation of Rule 5.1.8.5(B)(2), governing procedures to be used for Retroactive Withdrawal petitions.

If a faculty member is “available” within the meaning of this rule, then an Instructor Feedback Form must be filed for that course with the completed petition, and this requirement may not be waived by the Dean.

3(C). Amendment to SRWAC rule governing reporting requirements. We agreed that the April 2006 amendment styled as Rule 5.1.8.5(A)(5) should be recodified as Rule 1.4.3.2(C).

4. Changes to Senate Council leadership offices and terms. We received and discussed a recommendation from the Senate Council to consider redesignating the Senate Council Vice Chair as “Chair-elect” and then automatically having that person become the Chair the following year. We discussed this proposal, including the impact this would have on the ability of the Senate Council Chair to be reelected. Our overall conclusion was that, unless there were some compelling justification, the mechanism works well as it stands. The Chair was directed to informally consult with the Senate Council Chair to see if there were other motivations or reasons for the proposal which need to be considered.

5. Elections policies and procedures. We approved the draft “Elections Policies and Procedures” with one typographical change and directed them to be kept with the permanent records of the Committee.

6. Course and program approvals update.  The Chair updated the Committee on the new Senate Council Academic Approvals Work Group. We agreed that any work on recodifying Rules 3.2.0 and 3.3.0 should be suspended until this Group completes its work.
7. Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Bulletins. The Chair reported that the work of this subcommittee had not progressed due to lack of time. We agreed that any work on this subcommittee should be suspended at least until the Academic Approvals Work Group completes its work. The Report of the Subcommittee dated July 27, 2007 will be retained with the Committee’s permanent records.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. Next meeting will be held on a Wednesday at 2:30 p.m. upon the call of the Chair.

Douglas C. Michael
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