University of Kentucky
University Senate Rules and Elections Committee

Minutes of Meeting

October 17, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 2:20 p.m. Members present: Doug Michael (chair), Janet Ford, Hans Gesund, Tom Kelly, Connie Wood.

(1) We approved the minutes of the June 26, 2007 meeting.

(2) We addressed an oversight in Rule 5.1.8.2 by an interpretation making the rule consistent with Rule 5.4.3.1, limiting the ability of a student to withdraw from courses used to meet the University writing requirement. 


Action: The following Rules Committee interpretation will be added to Rule 5.1.8.2(A): “Withdrawal from courses used to meet the Writing Requirement is limited as provided in Rule 5.4.3.1.”
(3) We addressed a question from the “Ask an Advisor” website: whether independent study courses can be used to fulfill the 12-unit enrollment requirement under the Academic Bankruptcy rule. We agreed that the spirit of the bankruptcy rule was that the 12-unit requirement was intended to demonstrate rehabilitation such that a student would be entitled to academic bankruptcy relief. In that spirit, we believe the rule should be interpreted to require the 12 units to be courses offered by the University of Kentucky, whether regular courses or independent study, and that the coursework be taken after readmission. 

Action: 

(A) A Rules Committee interpretation will be added to Rule 5.3.1.5(A): “The 12-hour requirement of this rule must be met by enrolling in courses offered by the University of Kentucky. The courses must be taken after the student has been readmitted. The courses may be regular university courses or independent study (provided the course is offered by the University of Kentucky).”


(B) The word “least” will be added before “12 hours” in Rule 5.3.1.5(A) to correct a typographical omission.


(C) A Rules Committee interpretation will be added to Rule 5.3.1.5(E): “Letter grade means a grade of A, B, C, D, E or XE.”
(4) We addressed the recent removal of language from Rule 5.3.1.2 which stated that “The Dean of a student’s college may elect to count the quality points of subsequent attempts for admission and/or graduation purposes.” We agreed that this language was removed to make clear that any nonrepeatable course which is nonetheless repeated by a student can have no effect on the student’s grade point average, wherever that average is calculated or used in these or any other department or college rules. However, we agreed Deans do of course retain discretion to condition admission to selective admission colleges on any proper prerequisite, including obtaining a certain minimum grade in a required course, even if that grade is obtained by reenrolling in a nonrepeatable course. 


Action: A Rules Committee interpretation will be added to Rule 5.3.1.2: “The Dean of a student’s college may elect to count the grades of subsequent attempts for selective admission purposes only, and not for calculating the grade point average for graduation or any other purpose.”
(5) We reviewed the latest changes to the proposed revisions of Rules 3.2.0 and 3.3.0 on program and course changes, made in response to comments from the Senate Council Administrative Assistant. 


Action: Rules 3.2.0 and 3.3.0 as proposed to be amended will be forwarded to the Senate Council for action.

(6) We received the report of the Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Bulletins.


Action: The report was accepted and endorsed, and will be forwarded to the Senate Council for review and further instructions, if any, for the Committee.

(7) We reviewed a question from advising regarding removal of language from Rule 5.3.1.5(D), Academic Bankruptcy, referring to transferring in of credit hours from another institution during a student’s two-year absence from the university required under part (A) of the rule. We were unsure under what circumstances a student might have coursework to transfer in and still want “bankruptcy” for those courses, since only credit hours transfer, not grades.


Action: We will ask advising and the Registrar’s office for further clarification of the problem.

(8) We addressed meeting times, and agreed that Wednesday at 2:15 is a convenient time. We will not meet next week, but will await the call of the chair.


The meeting was adjourned at 3:20 p.m.

Douglas C. Michael
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