University of Kentucky
University Senate Rules and Elections Committee
Minutes of Meeting:  February 14, 2007
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM.  Members present: Doug Michael (chair), Janet Ford, Tom Kelly, Kaveh Tagavi, John Thelin.

The following items were discussed and actions taken.

(1) Upon motion of the Senate that the Committee “clarify” Rule 6.1.2, Contrary Opinion, the committee agreed to refer the matter back to the Senate Council without action. We determined that there was little or no helpful clarification which could be made to the language of the rule, and that any interpretation should be given in the context of a specific situation.  The Chair was directed to inform the Senate Council Chair of this decision.
(2) Upon action by the Senate to add the IELTS as an alternative test for minimum language proficiency, the committee agreed to amend Rule 4.1.0(E) accordingly. The Chair was directed to draft appropriate language and to circulate it to Dean Blackwell for comment and approval.

(3) Upon notification by the Senate Council Chair, the committee agreed that the grade “***” should be used only for courses currently in progress, and the grade “---” should be used for courses no longer in progress but for which no grade has been reported. The Chair was directed to contact the Registrar to ascertain when, if ever, an unreported grade changes to some other designation.

(4) We were requested by the Registrar’s Office to interpret Rule 5.1.4, Courses Taken on a Pass-Fail Basis in the context of a student pursuing two bachelor’s degrees under Rule 5.4.1.3, Second Bachelor’s Degrees. We agreed that Rule 5.1.4 did not permit any additional pass-fail courses to be taken by a student pursuing a second bachelor’s degree.  The Chair was directed to draft interpretation language and to circulate it to committee members for comment and adoption.
(5) Pursuant to Senate Council action changing the application deadline for the College of Nursing undergraduate program, the committee agreed that the final sentence of Rule 4.2.2.1, Admission to the College of Nursing, should be changed to reflect an application deadline of March 1.  The Chair was directed to forward this change to the Senate Council.

(6) Pursuant to Senate Council action extending the suspension of the Oral Communication Requirement, we discussed whether a change to the “note” included in Rule 5.4.3.3, University Studies Requirements, should appear as indicated and whether there should be some other notification of the suspension of this requirement. The Chair was directed to inquire into the source of these “notes” in the Senate Rules and to suggest appropriate procedures to assure that modifications are not made in the Senate Rules unless this committee so directs.

(7) We reviewed proposed changes to Rules 3.2.0, Procedures for Processing Academic Programs and Changes, and 3.3.0, Procedures for Processing Courses and Changes in Courses. We agreed that adding the word “significant” to the definition of a “minor” change was not within the spirit of what we believed would be a “minor” change. The Chair was directed to take this suggestion back to the originating Council, and to circulate new language for approval and adoption.
We agreed to meet next on Thursday, February 22 at 1 PM.
The meeting was adjourned at 2 PM.
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