Rules and Elections Committee

Minutes

February 23, 2004
The meeting started at 8:45 am in RGAN 275. Those present where Pat DeLuca, Zakkula Govindarajulu, Doug Michael, Peggy Sunnier, and Kaveh Tagavi (chair).

Meeting started at 8:45 am.

1. Minutes of November 20, 2003 were approved.
2. SC-001 “Change of Major” which was previously discussed and approved via email was approved as proposed.

3. The charge to the committee in an email by Dembo was discussed.

a. Saunier agreed to examine the SR wrt to the change to provost system and make recommendation.

b. Michael agreed to come up with language for making SC elections electronic.
4. Regarding the issue of ruling on distance learning and the case of LCC v. Statistics Dept, the committee agreed not to address the issue because the only time such a question arises is when LCC decides to teach such a course. And since it is likely that LCC might not be with us any more, therefore we decided not to address the issue at this time. This will be reported back to the SC.
5. RC-002 “Procedures for Consolidation….” was approved with a few changes. The new version would be sent to the SC office for inclusion in the SR.
6. RC-003 New Senate Apportionment was approved and will be sent to the SC office for implementation.

7. The committee noted that the present method of dealing with “inequities” (that is when the sum of the rounded numbers exceeds or is less than 94, numbers will be adjusted while trying to minimize inequities), is not a fair method. For example a college with the fraction of 1.51 could go from 2 to 1, while another college with a fraction of 13.52 could end up with 14 Senators. The committee agreed that minimizing a per cent inequity is fairer. The committee also agreed that a method that assigns 1 Senator to each college (say 18) and subtracting that number from the total up front (94-18=76) and then apportioning the remaining 76 among the colleges is a fairer way of apportionment. Saunier agreed to come up with a rule language reflecting the committee’s sentiment.

8. RC-004 Graduate School GRE Rule was discussed. It was mentioned that mentioning MCAT and LSAT is confusing because Med and Law schools are not under Graduate School to begin with and dropping the parenthetical part does not change essence of the rule. So the committee voted to drop the parenthetical part. Also the word “professional” was dropped before “standardized exam” because many of the exams are not of “professional” nature. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.
9. RC-005 Graduate Council Composition was discussed. A few minor editorial changes were suggested. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for adoption and submission to the Senate.

10. RC-006 College of Fine Arts was codified with no changes. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

11. RC-007 Staff Senate Chair was discussed. The language was approved with a minor editorial suggestion. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

12. RC-008 Technical Courses was approved as proposed. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

13. RC-009 Meetings was approved as received. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

14. RC-010 Officers of the Senate was approved as received. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

15. RC-011 Secretary was approved as received. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

16. RC-012 Structure of Senate Committees was approved as received. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

17. RC-013 3.2.0 C was approved as received. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

18. RC-014 3.3.0 was approved as received. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

19. RC-015 CIS was approved with minor changes. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

20. RC-016 Dual Credit was approved as received. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

21. RC-017 Dental Lab was approved as received. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

22. RC-018 Gatton was approved with a minor typo mistake. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

23. RC-019 Honor Code was approved with minor modifications. It was noted that rather than identifying footnotes with “*”, that perhaps we should identify them as “Notes”. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

24. RC-020 Major was approved as received. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

25. RC-021 Secret Ballot was approved as received. The codified language will be sent to the SC office for inclusion in SR.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:15 am.
