Senate Rules and Elections Committee

304 Morgan Biology Building

August 4 2006 

Beginning at 1:30 p.m., three SREC members invoked discussion on various topics.

Minutes of SREC Discussion and Action

Permitted official actions. At 1:40,  the Chair ascertained that no more than the three members might not be likely to become present, beyond the Chair (Davy Jone) and the two other members present (Pat DeLuca and Kaveh Tagavi).  In view of that the Senate Rules specify that the Senate committees are to operate under Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised (hereafter “Robert’s Rules”), the Robert’s Rules were consulted to interpret what constitutes a quorum and what official actions the SREC may be take in the absence of a quorum.  Under those Robert’s Rules, the official actions contemplated are, first, to determine whether a quorum is present, and if not, then to either adjourn without further official business, adjourn (without further official business) to a future date, or seek to obtain a quorum at that time.  

Quorum present or not.  In interpreting the application of Robert’s Rules on “quorum” to the SREC as a Senate committee subject to Robert’s Rules, it was noted that  one position on the SREC was designated for a “student” member, the previous appointee to which was no longer a student, thus no longer a “member” (the Robert’s Rules define quorum in terms of the number of “members” of the committee, not the number of “slots” on the committee).  It was also noted that Robert’s Rules provide that “ex officio” members are not included in the count of ascertaining whether a quorum is present, and that one SREC member (Registrar) is an ex officio member.   Finally, the current membership of the SREC being  DeLuca, Ford, Jones, Michael, Thelin, Tagavi, Registrar (ex officio), [student no longer a member], the number of members to be included in ascertaining whether a quorum was present was six (6).  Three members were present, hence, there was not a majority of four (4) members present, and so a quorum was not present.    

Action to obtain a quorum.  The Chair called the office telephone numbers of the three members who were not present, and there was no answer for any.  The Chair determined a quorum could not be obtained.

Adjourning to future date without further official business.  The members present determined that all three were available to meet next Thursday from 1 to 3 p.m. , and determined that the  next SREC meeting will occur on that date if sufficient other members of the committee are available.

_________________________________________

Post Meeting Administrative Notes: 

The above minutes of meeting actions were submitted Aug. 5, 2006 by, 

Davy Jones, Chair, Senate Rules and Elections Committee

Not constituting a part of the above meeting events, the members present stayed in the conference room and took advantage of the presence of member Pat DeLuca (and the can of nuts that contained Brazil nuts brought by Kaveh Tagavi) to go over the part of Section V of the Senate Rules concerning academic suspension, probation, etc.  Notes were made as to potential SREC editorial revisions to that section, with the intent that upon the next meeting of the SREC, assuming a quorum was present, the SREC at that time would adopt these revisions to this section of Section V.  Several other parts about which substantive questions were raised will be investigated in the mean time, before the next meeting, by Pat DeLuca.

