Senate Rules and Elections Committee

Minutes Mar. 24,  2006 

Present: Pat DeLuca, Davy Jones (Chair), Doug Michael, and Kaveh Tagavi 

The SREC officially exercised the apportionment process to determine the number of University Senate seats to be allocated to elected as University Faculty Senators for  each college.  Kaveh Tagavi performed the algorithm on his office computer and brought to the meeting the results, which were as follows:

Arts and Sciences

19
19

Agriculture


11
11

Business & Economics
7
7

Communications

5
4

Dentistry


2
2

Design



1
1

Education


7
7

Engineering


8
7

Fine Arts


3
3

Graduate School

1
2

Health Sciences

3
3

Law



2
2

Libraries


2
2

Medicine


15
17

Nursing


3
3

Pharmacy


3
2

Public Health


1
1

Social Work


1
1

The SREC declared the apportionment process as final and any subsequent issues relating to the correctness of numbers of faculty and students used in the calculations will be applied toward the next apportionment next year.  Jones will now contact each college dean with the information on how many seats for their respective college is up for election, in view of the above reapportionment and in view of the number of seats being vacated in that college.

On the Faculty Trustee elections, Jones reviewed the finalized lists of eligibles to vote and eligibles to be elected for each college.  During the past week each dean was provided the opportunity for last moment corrections to the list.  The deadline for deans to provide that information was this past Wednesday. The lists now being final the time table for the election process was determined to be as follows:

Monday March 27 – Jones will send email to University faculty employees notifying of the election and opening the process for submission of petitions that nominate candidates. (Jones will provide to Sheila Brothers a list of persons eligible to be nominated and she will post that on the SREC web site, to which Jones will refer in his broadcast email. The deadline will be Monday noon April 3.  The location for submission of the petitions will be to Sheila Brothers at the Senate Council Office, who will certify and date each as it arrives.

Monday April 3 through Monday April 10 – Jones will be responsible to certify that the petitions are in order and certify the identity of persons properly nominated.  Jones will provide to John Soward and Erika Kalim with the list of persons properly nominated, who will then prepare the election web site.  The voters will need to enter their last five digits of social security number and date of birth to gain access to the voting site.

Monday April 10 – Jones will send a broadcast email to all eligible voters notifying that the voting web site will open at noon of that day, and remain open until noon of April 17.  On the morning of April 17, Jones will send a second prodding email to the voters urging that persons who have not voted please do so before noon.

Monday April 17 – 1 p.m. The SREC will meet at the Senate Council Office, at which time John Soward will assist to download the results of the voting and the SREC members present will ascertain the identity of the top three vote getters who under Senate Rules qualify for the final round of voting.  Jones will immediately notify these three persons, and advise them to go to the facility organized by John Soward for having a uniform format picture taken that will be posted on the election web site.  A candidate may opt not to have a picture posted, but may not opt to submit their own taken picture.  John and Erika will immediately prepare the election web site for the final round of voting, so that it can be opened on Wed. April 19.

Wednesday April 19 – Jones will send a broadcast email to all eligible voters notifying that the voting web site will open at noon of that day, and remain open until noon of April 26.  On the morning of April 26, Jones will send a second prodding email to the voters urging that persons who have not voted please do so before noon.

Wednesday April 19 – 1  p.m. The SREC will meet at the Senate Council Office, at which time John Soward will assist to download the results of the voting and the SREC members present will ascertain the identity of the election winner.  Jones will immediately notify the three candidates of the outcome.  After Jones has reached all three persons, Jones will send an email announcement to the University Faculty advising them of the election outcome.  Jones will send an official notice of certification of the election winner to the Chair of the University Senate and the Chair of the Board of Trustees.

The SREC also determined the following additional election policies:

- There will be no picture and no “biographical statement” during the initial round of voting, unless there are so few candidates (three or less) that the initial voting round reduces to the final voting round.

- For the final voting round, associated with the picture of each candidate will be a “biographical statement” consisting of not more than 1200 characters.  Each candidate has the option that underneath each statement will be a hot link to a URL determined by the candidate.  No “hot links” will be established within the biographical statement.

