Senate Rules and Elections Committee

Minutes Feb.  17, 2006

Present: Doug Michael Pat DeLuca, Janet Ford, Davy Jones (Chair), Kaveh Tagavi and John Thelin

The SREC discussed issues of interpretation that had been brought before the committee.

- Request from Ombud for a Rule Interpretation (SR 5.4.2.A)

- Request from Connie Ray for a Rule Interpretation (SR 3.3.1)

- Request for interpretation of Rule concerning excused absences of elected University Faculty Senators from Senate meetings (SR 1.2.2.1.D)

For the first two cases, it was decided that more information would be sought, and the SREC would address each again at the next meeting.  

For the third case, the official SREC interpretation is that as the Rule is currently written, every absence from a Senate meeting becomes an excused absence solely by the action of the Faculty Senator to contact the Senate Council Office notifying the office that the meeting will be missed.  Literally, the current Rule yields the absurd result that an elected University Faculty Senator could miss every single meeting for the entire three years of the term of office, and every missed meeting is an excused absence as long as the individual notified the Senate Council Office in advance with an “explanation.”  A change to the Rule is beyond the authority of the SREC and would have to be by action of the Senate.

New requests for interpretations have been lodged with the SREC:

- Request from the SC Chair for an interpretation of the Rule concerning naming the members and chair of the Ombud Search Committee

- Request for interpretation of SR 3.3.0.D concerning creating and dropping cross-listed courses.

Finally, the last remaining items to be resolved before Section VI of the Senate Rules is forwarded to the Senate Council were whether the proposed amendment to the rule concerning confidentiality of student records was okay with Don Witt (who later said it is okay), and how to clarify a section concerning academic appeals involving students and clinics.  For the latter case, additional information was to be obtained from the historical record to shed light on its meaning.  That information has been obtained and that final clean-up action for Section VI will be performed at the Feb. 23, 2006 meeting.

