Senate Rules and Elections Committee

April 14, 2006

Minutes

Present: 
Deluca, Ford, Jones (Chair), Tavagi

The SREC rendered the following interpretation:

Is there an appeal process for a student and/or the institution (i.e., a Dean or faculty member) for the RWA decision? 

"There is no provision in the retroactive withdrawal process prescribed in the Senate Rules (SR 5.1.8.5) for a dean to block, overturn, or appeal a Retroactive Withdrawal Committee (RWC) decision."

"There is no 'cause of action' within the Senate Rules (SR 5.1.8.5) for appeal of an RWC  decision to either an administrator or to another University committee, EXCEPT if the student wanted to try to make a case that the RWC's actions had constituted a violation of the academic "rights" of the student, then the cognizant entity to receive and entertain such an appeal is the University Appeals Board. (SR 6.5.1.2)" 

Who is authorized to change a grade? The committee can change a grade to a withdrawal. Can a Dean change a student's grade (i.e., from a D to a B)? 

"The instructor of record for the course is authorized to make the final decision to change a grade in cases of an error (e.g., miscalculation of the grade, or errant entry of the wrong grade).  In other cases, an instructor of record is authorized to initiate and make a grade change only if the department chair agrees to the change (the department chair's role in this case is only to agree or not to the change, not to make the change independent of the instructor of record). (SR 5.1.7)"

