RECEIVED

FEB 2 0 2007

APPLICATION FOR NEW COURSE OFFICE OF THE
SAG 395 SENATE COUNCIL
Research in Sustainable Agriculture

1. Submitied by College of | AGRICULTURE Date JULY 2006

Department/Division offering course | NOT APPLICABLE

2. Proposed designation and Bulletin description of this course
a. | Prefix and Number | SAG 395 [ 5. | Title* [ RESEARCH IN SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
*NOTE:If the title is longer than 24 characters (including spaces),
write

A sensible title (not exceeding 24 characters) for use on transcripts | RES. SUSTAIN. AGRIC.

c. | Lecture/Discussion hours per week | -0- d. | Laboratory hours per week | To be arranged

¢. | Studio hours per week NOT APPLICABLE f. | Credits 1-6

g. | Course description
Independent research related to some aspect of sustainable agriculture under the direction of a research mentor.

The research may be conducted in the College of Agriculture, some other unit or campus, or at an approved off-
eampus entity. Projects can include, but are not limited to, laboratory experiments, field-based research, and
studies involving sociology, economics, anthropology, or related disciplines. There is a clear expectation that
guantitative data collection and analysis will be an integral part of the research project.

h. | Prerequisites (if any) Consent of instructor and approval of Learning Contract

i. | May be repeated to a maximum of | 6 credit hours (if applicable)

4. To be cross-listed as
NOT APPLICABLE
Prefix and Number Signature, Chairman, cross-listing department
5. Effective Date Fall 2007 | (semester and year)
6. Course to be offered X | Fall | X | Spring [ X | Summer |
[ [ |

7. Will the course be offered each year? X | Yes No

(Explain if not annually)

8. Why is this course needed? This course supports the proposed minor in Sustainable Agriculture. It provides a vchicle
for students specifically interested in this research area to receive credit. ’

9. a. By whom will the course be taught? | Course to be coordinated by Dr. Herbert Strobel, Dept Animal & Food Sci.

b. Are facilities for teaching the course now available? X | Yes No

If not, what plans have been made for providing them?
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APPLICATION FOR NEW COURSE
SAG 395: Research in Sustainable Agriculture (cont.,)

10. | What enroilment may be reasonably anticipated? 3 to 6 each semester
11. | will this course serve students in the Department primarily? X | Yes Ne
This course is available to students in the Sustainable Ag Minor and other degree programs.
Will it be of service to a significant number of students outside the Department? X | Yes No
If so, explain.
This course is available to students in the Sustainable Ag Minor and other degree programs.
Will the course serve as a University Studies Program course? Yes | X | No
If yes, under what Area?
12. | Check the category most applicable to this course
traditional; offered in corresponding departments elsewhere;
relatively new, now being widely established
X | not yet to be found in many (or any) other universities
13. [ Is this course applicable to the requirements for at least one degree or certificate at the
University of Kentucky? [ X[ Yes [ | No
14. | Is this course part of a proposed new program: X | Yes No
If yes, which? Minor in Sustainable Agriculture
15. | Will adding this course change the degree requirements in one or more programs?* Yes | X | No
If yes, explain the change(s) below
16. | Attach a list of the major teaching objectives of the proposed course and outline and/or reference list to be used.
17. | If the course is a 100-200 leve! course, please submit evidence (e.g., correspondence) that the Community College System has
been consulted.  Check here if 100-200,
18. | If the course is 400G or 500 level, include syllabi or course statement showing differentiation for undergraduate and graduate
students in assignments, grading criteria, and grading scales. D Check here if 4060G-500.
19. | Within the Department, who should be contacted for further information about the proposed course?

Name | Dr. Mark Williams, Department of Horticulture Phone Extension

257-2638

*NOTE: Approval of this course will constitute approval of the program change unless other program modifications are proposed.
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APPLICATION FOR NEW COURSE
SAG 395: Research in Sustainable Agriculture (cont.)

Signatures of Approval:

/r«// % ' /023 foc
"7 Deépartment Chat . Date
Z 1/15 fo7-
Dean of the College ’ Date
C% Date of Notice to the Faculty
: 2/06/07

*Undergraduate Council Date

*University Studies _ Date

*Graduate Council Date

* Academic Council for the Medical Center Date
*Senate Council (Chair) l Date of Notice to University Senate

*If applicable, as provided by the Rules of the University Senate

ACTION OTHER THAN APPROVAL

Rev 3/04




SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE 395
RESEARCH IN SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

Time and Place

SAG 395 is based on independent research by the student in conjunction with a research mentor.
However, there are specific instances that require meeting with the Course Coordinator.

Orientation. An orientation session will be held during the first week of each academic semester.
The Course Coordinator should be contacted for information about the time and place of this
meeting.

Individual work schedules. Students are required to coordinate their research work schedules
with their faculty mentors.

Mid-semester meeting. All students enrolled in the course will meet near the mid-point of the
semester to present a 15 minute oral overview of the research project goals and progress to date.

End of semester presentations. All students enrolled in the course will meet near the end of the
semester to present a 20 minute oral presentation of the project research findings. In addition,
students will be required to submit a written research report at that time.

Course Coordinator
Dr. Herb Strobel
212 Garrigus Building
Department of Animal & Food Sciences
University of Kentucky
859-257-7554

strobel@uky.edu
Office Hours: By appointment

Course Description
This course provides a vehicle by which students conduct independent research related to some

aspect of sustainable agriculture under the direction of a faculty mentor. The research may be
conducted in the College of Agriculture, another unit on campus, or at an approved off-campus
entity. 4 research proposal signed by the student and the research mentor must be reviewed and
approved by the Sustainable Agriculture Program Director and Course Coordinator prior to the
commencement of the project.

Projects can include, but are not limited to, laboratory experiments, field-based research, and
studies involving sociology, economics, anthropology, or related disciplines. There is a clear
expectation that quantitative data collection and analysis will be integral to the research project.

Students are strongly encouraged to identify a research mentor prior to enrolling in SAG 395.

In addition, students should discuss their preliminary research plans with the Course Coordinator
in the semester prior to enrolling in the course.

Although the primary objective of the course is completion of an independent project, an
important element of research is effective communication of results and data interpretation.
Therefore, students will be required to provide two oral presentations of their reésearch progress
and a written report that details and summarizes research findings and data interpretation.
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Learning Objectives

The specific learning objectives for individual students will be explicitly stated in the Research
Proposal that is developed by each student in consultation with their research mentor.

SAG 395 is, by its nature, a very individualized course. Since each student will conduct an
independent research project under the direction of a research mentor, the student-mentor
relationship is very important and expectations on both sides should be discussed prior to the
commencement of the project. These should include, but are not limited to, specific duties of the
student, experimental objectives, measurable and achievable learning objectives, specific
assignments from the mentor, and specific time schedules and deadlines.

Note that all research proposals must be reviewed and approved by the Sustainable Agriculture |
Program Director and Course Coordinator prior to the commencement of the project.

In a more general sense, upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
o effectively gather and interpret relevant literature and information resources related to the
project area.
» develop testable hypotheses and experimental plans.
collect and analyze research data and results.
s communicate research goals and findings in oral and written formats.

Performance Evaluation

There is a clear expectation on the part of the Sustainable Agriculture Program that students
will be engaged in substantive research activities that, while guided by the mentor, represent the
student’s own efforts and creative thought. An acceptable research experience must be more
than a student being “a pair of hands” in the collection of data or routine laboratory and/or field
work. The student is expected to perform largely independent research. While it is acceptable
for the project to be a part of a larger group effort, the project must be identifiable as an
independent element that represents the student’s efforts.

There is no final examination in this course. Grades are determined on a cumulative scale of 100
points calculated as follows:

Evaluation by research mentor 40 points
Mid-semester oral presentation 15 points
End of semester presentation 20 points
Final written report 25 points

The general letter grade assignments will be as follows:
>90 points A

80-89 B
70-79 C
61-70 D
<60 E
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Description of componenis ©

Evaluation by research mentor. This is determined after interview of the research mentor by the
course coordinator. The evaluation will include, but is not limited to, the student’s ability to (i)
fulfill the research project objectives described in the learning contract, (ii) reliably perform
work in a timely manner, and (iii) demonstrate creative thought in understanding, analyzing, and
interpreting relevant past research as well as their own experimental and/or study data.

Mid-semester oral presentation. All students will be required to meet with the Course
Coordinator at a mutually agreeable time near the mid-term of the semester. Each student is
expected to provide a 15 minute overview of their project and its progress to date. This overview
should include the project objectives, underlying hypothesis, supporting material that explains
the relevance and significance of the project, basic experimental approaches, and any results to
date. Students should be prepared to answer questions posed by other students, faculty, and the
Course Coordinator regarding the project.

End of semester presentation. All students will be required to meet with the Course Coordinator
at a mutually agreeable time near the end of the semester. Each student is expected to provide a
formal 20 minute presentation that details their project. This presentation should include the
project objectives, underlying hypothesis, supporting material that explains the relevance and
significance of the project, basic experimental approaches, results, and implications. Students
should be prepared to answer questions posed by other students, faculty, and the Course
Coordinator regarding the project.

Formal written report. All students will be required to submit a formal written report that details
and summarizes the research project. This report must be submitted towards the end of the
semester priot to a date determined by the Course Coordinator; the date will be communicated to
students during the first two weeks of the semester. The report should take the general form of a
scientific manuscript and should not exceed 10 pages in length (double-spaced and exclusive of
literature citations, tables, and figures). The required format will be communicated to students.

3Specific dates and submission deadlines for these components will be determined during the
first two weeks of each semester.

Course Policies

Research Proposal. A formal research proposal must be developed by the student in consuitation
with the research mentor. It is strongly advised that students identify a research mentor prior to
enrolling in SAG 395. In addition, students should discuss their preliminary research plans with
the Course Coordinator in the semester prior to enrolling in the course. ‘

Note that all research proposals must be reviewed and approved by the Sustainable Agriculture
Program Director and Course Coordinator prior to the commencement of the project.

The research proposal format guidelines can be obtained from the Course Coordinator.

Attendance of mid and end of semester meetings: Attendance of these sessions is mandatory.
Since an important component of this class is active participation and observation of

presentations, class attendance is essential to succeed in the course. Policies for excused
absences are those of the University.
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Cheating and Plagiarism: Part Il of Student Rights and Responsibilities (
httg://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/ part2.html) states that all academic work, written or
otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is expected to
be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where students feel
unsure about a question of plagiarism involving their work, they are obliged to consult their
instructors on the matter before submission.

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgment
of the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s
work, whether it be published article, chapter of a book, a paper from a friend or some file, or
whatever. Plagiarism also includes the practice of employing or allowing another person to alter
or revise the work which a student submits as his/her own, whoever that other person may be.
Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the

actual work is done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone.

When a student’s assignment involves research in outside sources or information, the student
must carefully acknowledge exactly what, where and how he/she has employed them. If the
words of someone else are used, the student must put quotation marks around the passage in
question and add an appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving
the organization, content and phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules
shall apply to those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public

domain. (Section 6.3.1).

The minimum penalty for an academic offense, such as cheating or plagiarism, is an 0 on the
assignment. Repeated offenses will result in more serious penalties.
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