Proposal

Senate Council Ad Hoc Committee on the Graduation Writing Requirement

Committee Members and Contacts

Janet Eldred, Chair, Director of the U.K. Writing Initiative (eldred@uky.edu)

Laura Bennett, Writing Initiative & Writing Center special projects (laura.bennett@uky.edu)

George Blandford, Civil Engineering (gebland@engr.uky.edu)

Walt Foreman, Director of Undergraduate Studies, English (namerof@uky.edu)

Bob Grossman, Chemistry (robert.grossman@uky.edu)

Donn Hancher, Civil Engineering (hancher@engr.uky.edu)

Mike Mullen, Associate Dean, Agriculture (mike.mullen@uky.edu)

Karen Petrone, History (petrone@uky.edu)

Jane Riggs, Student Affairs Director, Engineering Administration (jriggs@engr.uky.edu)
Committee Charge

· To determine how best to move from our interim solution (which has English delivering both tiers of the University Writing Requirement) to a voluntary Writing-in-the-Disciplines program
· To determine the best path for faculty governance
Provost Funding

· For AY 2004–2005, 2005–2006, 2006–2007, modest funding to establish a U.K. Writing Initiative—all funds earmarked for faculty development.
Reminder of What We’ve Done

· Created a two-tiered system (Spring 2004)

· Implemented 200-level English courses as default 2nd tier (in place for AY 2004–2005)

· Worked with registrar to track courses and transfer exemptions (mirror “W” courses)

Recommended Change to Bulletin
Currently, the requirement reads as follows in the Bulletin:

To complete the Graduation Writing Requirement, students must:
· Complete the First Year Writing Requirement;

· Attain sophomore status (30+ hours); and

· Complete one of the following writing intensive courses
ENG 203 Business Writing

ENG 230 Introduction to Literature: (Subtitle required)

ENG 231 Literature and Genre: (Subtitle required)

ENG 232 Literature and Place: (Subtitle required)

ENG 233 Literature and Identities: (Subtitle required)

ENG 234 Introduction to Women’s Literature: (Subtitle required)

ENG 261 Survey of Western Literature from the Greeks Through the Renaissance

ENG 262 Survey of Western Literature from 1660 to the Present

ENG 264 Major Black Writers

ENG 270 The Old Testament as Literature

ENG 271 The New Testament as Literature

ENG 281 Introduction to Film

We are proposing the following change to the Bulletin:

The Graduation Writing Requirement establishes the minimum criteria for University of Kentucky undergraduate degrees.  Individual majors may have additional writing requirements.

To complete the Graduation Writing Requirement, students must:

· Complete the First-Year Writing Requirement;

· Attain sophomore status (30+ hours); and

· Complete an approved course or series of courses in the major, or complete one writing-intensive course from among the following: 
ENG 203 Business Writing

ENG 230 Introduction to Literature: (Subtitle required)

ENG 231 Literature and Genre: (Subtitle required)

ENG 232 Literature and Place: (Subtitle required)

ENG 233 Literature and Identities: (Subtitle required)

ENG 234 Introduction to Women’s Literature: (Subtitle required)

ENG 261 Survey of Western Literature from the Greeks Through the Renaissance

ENG 262 Survey of Western Literature from 1660 to the Present

ENG 264 Major Black Writers

ENG 270 The Old Testament as Literature

ENG 271 The New Testament as Literature

ENG 281 Introduction to Film

Any other course on the Semester List of Approved Writing-Intensive Courses, published in the Schedule of Courses

Recommended Criteria, Assessment (“Quality Control”), and Governance


I. Proposed Criteria for Approval of Writing-Intensive Courses

A. Outcomes
In any course or series of courses approved as writing intensive, the following learning outcomes will appear on the syllabus:

· Write a paper that is essentially free of mechanical errors (grammar, punctuation, spelling, and syntax) and awkwardness, using a style that is appropriate to the purpose and audience.

· Demonstrate an ability to discover, evaluate, and clearly present evidence in support of an argument in the subject area and utilize documentation that conforms to the formats and the citation conventions of the subject area.

· Be aware that composing a successful text frequently takes multiple drafts, with varying degrees of focus on generating, revising, editing, and proofreading.

· Write a capable, interesting essay about a complex issue (discipline-specific) for a general university audience.
B. Page Minimums and Writing Process Requirements
In any course or series of courses approved as writing intensive, students will be required
· to write a minimum of 15 pages of formal writing that is drafted, reviewed, and revised.  At least 10 of these pages must be single-authored assignments.  No assignments requiring fewer than 4 pages may be included in the 15-page minimum.

C. Grading for Writing-Intensive Courses

· To pass the course, students must submit all formal assignments (in draft and final form) and earn a grade of C or higher on each.  Assignments other than the formal writing enter into the final grade determination only if the student has achieved grades of C or higher on graded assignments.
· Any major assignment that receives a D or below must be revised to reflect competency and resubmitted.  Instructors may limit the number of revision attempts.
· At the discretion of the instructor, students who fail to achieve competency may receive I (incomplete) grades, but in no case may a student whose writing fails to reach the level of C (competent) receive a passing grade in a course that satisfies the University Writing Requirement.

II. Program Assessment for SACS Accreditation
For SACS accreditation, we will rely on

· the “C or above” grade policy coupled with senior interviews and data from a double-blind assessment of a representative sample of the final drafts (4-page papers written for a general audience) collected from writing-intensive courses (or a single course, if a series) approved for the previous academic year.
III. Governance
We recommend the creation of a Graduation Writing Requirement committee, composed of four or five members, including representatives from a variety of colleges, and chaired by the director of the Writing Initiative.  This committee will be appointed by the associate provost for Undergraduate Education, with advice from the Senate Council, and will report to the Undergraduate Council.  The committee’s charge will be
· to approve or reject courses and series of courses proposed by departments to satisfy the Graduation Writing Requirement
· to review assessment data
· to select programs to receive faculty development funds.
The committee may recommend policy changes, but only the Senate will have the power to create or change requirements. 

Recommended Changes to Senate Rules
5.2.4.3 Acceptable Standards in Written English in All Courses.  Teachers in all courses are expected to call attention to and penalize errors in English usage and to require the rewriting of papers which do not meet acceptable standards in English.  Students’ writing in all courses is expected to meet acceptable standards in written English.
Any instructor who finds that the written work of any student does not meet college-level standards seriously defective in English is expected to report the case, together with specimen papers, to the dean of the student’s college.  A committee composed of this dean and the chair of the Department of English shall have the power to require additional work I composition without credit.  This remedial work shall begin not later than the following semester and shall continue until the committee is satisfied with the student’s proficiency.  When a student is required to do this additional work, the committee will report this requirement to the University Registrar, who will indicate the fact on the student’s record. may require the work to be revised to reflect competency and resubmitted.  Instructors may include the quality of writing as a factor in the student’s grade.
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