




Minor in Professional and Technical Writing  
Department of Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Studies 
 

Statement of Programmatic Assessment and Student Learning Outcomes 
 
Program Assessment 
 
Faculty in the Department of Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital Studies have been involved in creation 
and program-wide assessment of the UK Core Composition and Communication courses. The field 
of rhetoric and composition includes training and research in the assessment of writing instruction, 
so we have broad commitment to and expertise in assessment. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
Students with the minor in Professional and Technical Writing will 
 

1. write effectively in multiple forms, including flat print and mixed media, and multiple 
genres of professional and technical communication, 

2. be able to analyze arguments in multiple contexts, using tools of rhetorical analysis, 
3. demonstrate knowledge of professional and technical communication norms and practices 

in specific disciplinary contexts, 
4. be critical and creative producers and consumers of digital forms of documentation and 

content management, and 
5. apply their knowledge of professional and technical writing in common digital and 

physical deliverables appropriate to their disciplines. 
 
 
Assessment Procedures 
 
The department’s Undergraduate Studies Committee will undertake periodic assessment of the 
above learning objectives in the following ways: 
 

Learning Objective #1: Holistic scoring of randomly selected student writing. 
 

Learning Objective #2: Holistic scoring of analytic writing randomly selected from students 
in rhetoric classes (WRD 300: Introduction to Writing, Rhetoric, and Digital 
Studies; WRD 306: Introduction to Professions in Writing; WRD 322: Rhetoric and 
Argument). 

 
Learning Objective #3: Review of final projects from WRD 406: Topics in Professional 

Writing to ascertain how well students are learning and applying professional and 
technical communication norms and practices in specific disciplinary contexts. 

 
Learning Objective #4: Holistic scoring of digital projects (from WRD 203: Business 

Writing, WRD 204: Technical Writing, WRD 208: Multimedia Writing, WRD 306: 



Introduction to Professions in Writing, and WRD 406: Topics in Professional 
Writing). 

 
Learning Objective #5: Reviews of final projects from WRD 204: Technical Writing, WRD 

306: Introduction to Professions in Writing, and WRD 406: Topics in Professional 
Writing. 
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