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PPS 778: Pharmaceutical Outcomes & Policy 
Grand Rounds Seminar 
Fridays 12:00- 1:30 pm 

234B BioPharm (College of Pharmacy) 
 
Description: This course is a seminar series that includes discussion of pertinent research and 
literature in pharmaceutical outcomes and policy. It is required of all Pharmaceutical Outcomes 
& Policy graduate students. Prereq: Graduate Standing. This course is one credit hour and is 
offered each semester. All graduate students are expected to enroll and it can be repeated up to 
6 credit hours.  

 
Course Information: The expectation is for each graduate student to annually present a 
seminar on their research. Second year student’s seminars should be approximately 25 minutes 
in length, leaving 10 minutes for questions from the audience. Third and Fourth year student’s 
seminars should be approximately 1 hour in length. Abstracts of the presentation are due one-
month prior to the scheduled presentation, and should be sent via email to the course 
coordinator.  Graduate students who have not yet passed their qualifying exams must enroll in 
PHR 778 and are expected to attend 4 seminars per month. Students will document their 
attendance by signing the attendance sheet available at the conclusion of each seminar.  

 
Primary Faculty: Pharmacy Practice & Science faculty, POP graduate students, CET graduate 
students, and UK/VA pharmacy residents. 

 
Course Objective: A central objective of the course is to introduce students to major research 
dealing with pharmaceutical outcomes and public policy formulation so that you will know and 
understand some of the most important work in the field.  A second objective is to encourage 
you to develop your own research interests and skills.  In other words, we want to promote 
scholarship, which is concerned with the development, testing, and application of theory.   
 
In the small group of a seminar, everyone has an important role.   All members of the seminar 
will be expected to contribute to our joint education.  You can do this through presentations, 
leadership of discussions, and active involvement in discussions.  The seminar will work to the 
extent that everyone plays her or his role. 
 
Grading:  Each unexcused absence, which is determined by the graduate student’s mentor, 
shall result in the letter grade dropping one level. In addition, the graduate student mentor will 
complete an evaluation form (see attached sample) on the presentation given by the student 
based on content, quality, presentation style, strengths, and areas of improvement. Scores will 
be averaged from each category and a grade assigned.   
 
Second Year Students 
Presentation  30% 
Attendance  70% 

Third and Fourth Year 
Presentation  40% 
Attendance  60%

 
Students will not have a presentation due their first year; therefore, attendance will be 100% of 
their grade. 
 
Final scores  above 90% = A  

above 80% = B 
below 80% = C 
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Schedule:  Individual topics and dates will be assigned at the beginning of each term. Seminars 
will always be held each Friday from 12:00-1:30 pm. See attached sample schedule of topics. 
 
Course Policies: Regular attendance and participation are expected from graduate students, 
postdocs and faculty in the Pharmaceutical Outcomes & Policy Group.   
 
Academic integrity, cheating, and plagiarism 
 
Ethical behavior is expected of all students in the course. Each student in the class is expected 
to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty.  Cheating, plagiarism, and destruction 
of course materials violate the rules of the University and the ethical standards of professional 
behavior.  Violations of the university’s rules regarding academic honesty can lead to a failing 
grade in the course and expulsion from the University.  Instances of academic dishonesty will be 
reported to appropriate University officials as required by University rules and procedures.  
University of Kentucky Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities defines academic offenses 
and details procedures for dealing with them.  The Code can be viewed electronically on the 
University’s web site: http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part1.html   All students are 
expected to be familiar with the content of the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities. 
If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me as 
soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this 
course, you must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource 
Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257‐2754, email address jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for 
coordination of campus disability services available to students with disabilities. 
 
Classroom Behavior should be in compliance with the student code of conduct. Full details 
can be viewed at: http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part1.html. Consistent with this 
policy, student behavior that detracts from the educational environment will not be 
tolerated.  Examples of inappropriate behaviors include engaging in disrespectful debate, 
holding disruptive discussions with fellow classmates, reading newspapers or playing electronic 
games during class, receiving phone calls in the classroom, or sleeping. Disruptive students will 
be asked to leave the classroom and will receive a zero for participation points that day.  
 
Cell Phone Policy 
Generally cell phone use is not permitted in class for any reason. All cell phones must be placed 
in the "off" position during class.  If there is a situation where a student might need to be notified 
during a class period, please alert the instructor to this potential and carefully monitor your 
phone. 
 
Student preparedness, group work and collaboration 
Except in those instances where students are explicitly instructed to submit work done as a 
group, students are expected to work and submit material individually. Cheating and plagiarism 
will not be tolerated in this course. It is the expectation of the instructor of this course that 
students will not cheat, plagiarize, or attempt to gain unfair advantage, and will report any 
incident(s) to appropriate faculty if they become aware of such activity. When working with a 
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group or collaborative effort, equal participation is expected of each member. Each group 
assignment will require an attestation of each group member’s contributions to the group work 
attached to the returned document.  
 
Attendance 
Regular and timely class attendance is critical to success in this course.  The course coordinator 
without prior notice of any kind will monitor attendance.  Students with excused absences 
defined by the University Senate section 5.2.4.2 
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html will not be penalized for the missed 
coursework but may be required to complete missed activities.  All absences must be directly 
reported to and approved by the course coordinator.  The right to request appropriate 
verification is reserved.  Unexcused absences will directly affect the final grade for this course. 
In the event of an unanticipated University closing all classes will be cancelled and the 
coursework made up during the remaining time in the semester. 
Missed assessments or laboratory exercise of any kind without notification or in the light of an 
unexcused absence will be graded as zero.  In all cases, it is the responsibility of the student to 
procure any missed work including handouts.  Students should not expect to be provided a 
handout if they are not in class. 

All decisions regarding excused and unexcused attendance of any kind shall be at the final 
discretion of the course coordinator. 

Verification of Absence 
Students missing work due to an excused absence bear the responsibility of informing the 
instructor about their excused absence within one week following the period of the excused 
absence (except where prior notification is required)‚ and of making up the missed work. The 
instructor shall give the student an opportunity to make up the work and/or the exams missed 
due to an excused absence‚ and shall do so‚ if feasible‚ during the semester in which the 
absence occurred. (US: 11/10/85 and RC: 11/20/87) 
 
Make-up Work Policy  
Make-up work will be allowed only in the event of death in the immediate family or student 
illness accompanied by proof of physician visitation. All work must be made-up within one class 
period after returning to school. A grade of zero will be placed on all work missed or not 
completed within the specified time frame.  
 
Assignments Graded Incorrectly 
All assignments will be evaluated and returned. Any assignment graded incorrectly must be 
brought to the attention of the course director within one calendar week of the assignment being 
returned. One calendar week after returned, all grades become final and no corrections will be 
made. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html

		2010-04-06T13:42:06-0400
	Jeannine Blackwell




