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UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY  

COLLEGE OF NURSING 
 

NUR 635 (new course proposal) 
FALL 2008 

 
 
COURSE TITLE:  Focused Advanced Health Assessment 
 
CREDIT HOURS:  1 semester hour (didactic) 
 
PRE-REQUISITE or CO-REQUISITE:  NUR 631 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:   

This advanced health assessment course offers focused health assessment 
techniques that are commonly used in specialty areas of advanced nursing practice. 
Assessments are performed within the context of developmental, physiological, 
psychological, cultural, and environmental parameters.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
• Perform accurate focused health assessment on individuals across the life span.  
• Analyze assessment data to identify risk factors and establish a differential diagnosis. 
 
COURSE FACULTY  
Mary DeLetter, PhD, RN, GRADUATE FACULTY OF RECORD 
 Office: Room 557 CON, (859) 323-6606 
 E-mail: mcdele01@email.uky.edu 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS:    
Bickley, L. S., & Szilagyi, P.G.  (2003).  Bates’ guide to physical examination and 

history taking (9th ed.).  Philadelphia:  Lippincott Williams & Wilkins 
Coulehan, J.L., & Block, M.R.  (2001). The medical interview: Mastering skills for 

clinical practice (5th. ed.).  Philadelphia: F.A. Davis Co. 
 
REQUIRED ON-LINE ACTIVITIES: 
Independent Study Modules on Blackboard 
 
TEACHING/LEARNING METHODS: 
This course uses an independent distance learning format. Students are expected to 
complete four required modules as well as four optional modules of the student’s choice. 
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EVALUATION: 

Grades are based on evaluation activities of each module. 
 

Grading Scale 
 90 – 100  A 
 80 – 89 B 
 70 – 79 C 
 69 or below  E 

 Late assignments, without prior approval of the course faculty, will be 
penalized 5% per day.   

 A final course grade of 80% is required for passing the course. 
 

Required Modules (50%) 
• Complete four Required Modules for either an Adult or Pediatric Client: 

o Advanced Spiritual Assessment - Adult 
o Advanced Nutritional Assessment - Adult 
o Advanced Sleep - Adult 
o Advanced Activity/Exercise Assessment  - Adult 

   or 
o Advanced Spiritual Assessment – Pediatric  
o Advanced Nutritional Assessment - Pediatric 
o Advanced Sleep - Pediatric 
o Advanced Activity/Exercise Assessment  - Pediatric 
 

• All Required Modules must be completed by December 8, 2008. 
 
Optional Modules (50%) 

• Complete at least four modules of your choice: 
o EKG Interpretation 
o X-ray Interpretation 
o Advanced Psychiatric Assessment  
o Advanced Acute Care Assessment 
o Advanced Geriatric Assessment 
o Other modules as deemed appropriate by course faculty 
 

• In lieu of the optional modules, students may choose to complete both the 
adult and pediatric version of any of the required modules. 

 
• Four Optional Modules must be completed by December 8, 2008.   
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TEACHER/COURSE EVALUATIONS 
 The University policy on faculty performance review requires that faculty obtain 
student evaluations of teaching for every course every semester. To meet the requirement, 
the College of Nursing uses a web-based course evaluation.  

• All students enrolled in this course are required to visit the Course Evaluation 
website to fill out evaluations or to decline the opportunity within the designated 
time frame.  

• Students who don’t visit the website within the designated time will receive an 
incomplete in the course that will remain until the website is visited.  

• Students should take this opportunity to provide serious input regarding faculty 
performance and course evaluation.  

 These evaluations are used by the College of Nursing to improve the curriculum 
and enhance faculty teaching. Evaluations are completely anonymous. The information is 
compiled and shared with individual faculty members, program directors, associate dean, 
and dean only after final grades are submitted.  
 
OFFICE OF SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:   

If there is any student in this class who is in need of academic accommodations 
and who is registered with the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities, please 
make an individual appointment with me to discuss accommodations. Upon request, this 
syllabus can be made available in alternative forms. 

CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM:  

Cheating and plagiarism continue to be significant problems on campus (and 
nationally), and honest students are becoming more vocal when they witness an academic 
infraction. In most cases, students who cheat are either unaware of the potential 
consequences, or they choose to ignore them and take their chances.  
 Academic integrity is strongly supported by the faculty and students at the 
College of Nursing. Cheating and plagiarism are problems that are viewed with great 
seriousness by both the College of Nursing and the University 
 Please consult the University of Kentucky Student Code of Conduct, Sections 6.3.1 
- Plagiarism and 6.3.2 - Cheating if you have any concerns.  This can be found at 
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html. 
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