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MCL 575
Introduction to Linguistics for Teachers

Term: Fall 2012

Time: Tu. & Th.: 4:00-5:15
Location: TBA

Professor: Thomas Clayton

1231 POT; 257-1604; tmclay@uky.edu
Office hours: TBA, but best to e-mail for a specific appointment

Bulletin Course Description

This course provides an introduction to the field of linguistics, with a focus on the major
subficlds of linguistics: phonetics (the sounds of fanguage), phonology (the sound structure of
language)}, morphology (the structure of words), and syntax {the structure of sentences). The class
explores the relevance of linguistics for language teaching and careers in education. The English
language will be the primary, but not exclusive, focus in this class.

Course Overview

Linguistics is typically defined as the scientific study of language as a system. Introduction
to Linguistics provides an introduction to this field of study. Through lectures, discussions, films,
and exercises, students will gain familiarity with the major subfields of linguistics,

Most Introduction to Linguistics classes stop here, expecting that students will find the
relevance of the material for themselves—for studies or careers in communications, English
literature, and so on. In this class, we will go farther to establish the relevance of linguistics for
careers in education. More specifically, through class discussion and student research and
presentations, we will consider how knowledge of phonetics, phonology, morphology, and syntax
may inform the work of classroom teachers and, thus, facilitate student learning. Everyone,
regardless of their major or reason for being in this class, will participate in this pedagogical
component of the class, including the final educational application research project and presenta ion.

Student Learning Outcomes
After completing this course, the student will be able to:

—

describe the central concepts of phonetics, phonology, morphology, and syntax;
2, apply the central concepts of phonetics, phonology, morphology, and syntax to an
educational setting of their choice,

Textbook (available at UK, Kennedy, and Wildcat Bookstores)
Justice, Paul W. (2004). Relevant linguistics (2™ edition; revised and expanded). Stanford, CA:

Center for the Study of Language and Information (CSLI) Publications.
Additional materials will be assigned as reading throughout the semester.



Requirements

Introduction to Linguistics is challenging and covers a great deal of intellectual territory. As
such, the course will require your careful attention. Students are expected to come to every class, to
have read assigned material, and to have completed assignments. Active participation is encouraged,
absences will have a strong negative effect on your grade.

Undergraduate Student Grades

Test #1: 30%
Test #2; 30%
Participation; 10%
Final Project: 30%

Note: Undergraduate students will be provided with a Midterm Evaluation (by the midterm date) of
course performance based on criteria in syllabus,

Graduate Student Grades

Test #1 30%
Test #2: 30%
Participation: 10%
Final Project: 30%

Assessments of Student Learning Qutcome #1

Test #1
30 percent of your final grade. In-class, closed-book, on phonetics and phonology concepts
and problems. Tentatively scheduled for xx.

Test #2
30 percent of your final grade. In-class, closed-book, on morphology and syntax concepts
and problems. Tentatively scheduled for xx.

Participation
10 percent of your final grade. I will often assign and occasionally collect and grade
homework. Beyond homework, active participation is encouraged and rewarded,

Assessment of Student Learning Outcome #2

Linguistics for Teachers Project
30% of your final grade. Following each conceptual unit in class (phonetics, phonology,
morphology, syntax), I will lead one day’s discussion on its educational application. How,
specifically, can knowledge of phonetics benefit teachers? How can teachers apply their
understanding of phonology to facilitate student learning? When might teachers appeal to
morphology in their classes? When might teachers refer to syntax to help students?

In this final project, you will take the educational application of linguistics one step further
by considering one specific way that phonetics, phonology, morphology, or syntax can
benefit one specific group of students. You are currently observing (or have recently




observed) a class in the Center for ESL or a P-12 school. During your observations, take
note of situations where you could use what you have learned about the sounds of language
or the structure of sounds, words, or sentences in language to help students succeed. My
application discussions will help you get started here, and we will continually encounter
ideas as we move through the class. You may additionally want to do some outside reading,
or discuss ideas with other students or professors.

Undergraduates’ final projects will have two components. First, you will share your ideas in
a five-minute presentation during the last several days of the semester. Describe the
pedagogical context you have imagined and explain your application of linguistics to that
context. Second, you will write a three-page paper on the same subject; this paper will
include a specific lesson plan, giving attention to your particular educational context, yor
goal, and your procedures. We will discuss lesson planning specifically on xx,

Graduates’ will complete two projects, but only present one to the class. You will apply two
linguistic concept areas to real educational situations, or apply a single linguistic concept
area to two different educational situations. For each of these projects, you will write a
three-page paper, to include a specific lesson plan that gives attention to your particular
educational context, your goal, and your procedures. Choose one of your projects to present
to class in a five-minute presentation during the last several days of the semester,

Note: There is no final exam for this course. The culminating course task is the Linguistics for
~ Teachers Project.

Attendance

For each unexcused absence after 2, your course grade will drop by one-half letter grade.,
Don’t miss class frivolously; save your absences for car accidents, deaths in the family,
hospitalization, other emergencies, and university-sponsored conflicts.

S.R. 5.2.4.2 defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious
illness, (b) illness or death of family member, (¢} University-related trips, (d) major religious
holidays, and (¢} other circumstances found to fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the
professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying
the instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later
than the last day in the semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious
holidays may be obtained through the religious liaison, Mr, Jake Karnes (859-257-2754),

Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled
for the semester are missed (excused or unexcused) per university policy,

Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused.
Senate Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when
students claim an excused absence because of illness or death in the family. Appropriate notification
of absences due to university-related trips is required prior to the absence.



Grading Scale

Undergraduate

A =90-100 percent D = 6069 percent

B = 80-89 percent E = below 60 percent
C = 70-79 percent '

Graduate

A =90-100 percent C =70-79 percent

B = 80-89 percent E = below 70 percent

Classroom Behavior Policies

Students should come to class prepared to responsibly participate in class discussions and
tasks. There should be no use of electronic devices, except for their pedagogical applications.
Students are expected to treat all class participants with respect and courtesy, in whole class and
small group settings.

Academic Integrity

Per university policy, students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic
records. Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in all
courses. The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on which the offense
occutred. If the offense is considered severe or the student has other academic offenses on their
record, mote serious penalties, up to suspension from the university may be imposed.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised
to become familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of
Student Rights and Responsibilities. Complete information can be found at the following website:
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense against the charge of
academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as all ideas borrowed from
others need to be propetly credited.

Part II of Student Rights and Responsibilities (available online
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html) states that all academic work, written or
otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is expected to be
the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where students feel unsure
about the question of plagiarism involving their own work, they are obliged to consult their
instructors on the matter before submission,

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgement of
the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s work,
whether it be a published article, chapter of a book, a paper from a friend or some file, or something
similar to this, Plagiarism also includes the practice of employing or allowing another person to alter
or revise the work which a student submits as his/her own, whoever that other person may be.

Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when
the actual work is done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone. When a student’s
assignment involves research in outside sources of information, the student must carefully
acknowledge exactly what, where and how he/she employed them. If the words of someone else are
used, the student must put quotation marks around the passage in question and add an appropriate
indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the organization, content and



phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to those ideas which
are so generally and frecly circulated as to be a part of the public domain (Section 6.3.1).

Please note: Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to
check for plagiarism.

Accommodations Due to Disability

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me
as soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this course,
you must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2,
Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email address: jkarnes@email.uky.cdu) for coordination of campus
disability services available to students with disabilities.

Tentative Daily Syllabus (subject to revision; specific readings and exercises assigned in class):

1. Introduction to the Class 14, Morphology

2. Introduction to Linguistics 15. Morphology

3. Phonetics (film) 16. Morphology

4. Phonetics 17. Morphology / Review

5.  Phonetics , 18. Morphology for Teachers
6. Phonetics / Review 19. Syntax

7. Phonetics for Teachers 20. Syntax

8. Phonology 21. Syntax

9.  Phonology 22, Syntax/ Review

10.  Phonology 23. Syntax for Teachers

I1. Phonology / Review 24, Linguistics Applications for Teachers
12. Phonology for Teachers 25. Second Midterm Test
13. First Midterm Test 26. Student Presentations

27. Student Presentations
28. Student Presentations
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