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MCL 517
SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Fall 2012 (MWE)
Instructor: | Dr. Alan Brown
Office: POT 1127 IE-mail: Class Days | Tu & R:
avbrow2@email.uky.edu | & Time: 4:30 - 5:45
Office TBD Ph: 257- Room: TBD
Houy's: 7093

Bulletin Course Description:

This cowrse will offer students a survey of the primary concepts and phenomena that relate to the study of
Second Language Acquisition (SLA) where second has reference to languages acquired after the first, or native,
language. This course will provide a cursory look at a number of linguistic, psycholinguistic, and
sociolinguistic issues at the heart of second language learning, as well as an overview of the complex processes
and mechanisms that drive that learning, However, findings from SLA research may inform practices in second
and foreign language education and, thus, will be included in class discussions when appropriate.

Course Overview

Topics covered in the course include the relationship between first (L1) and second (1.2) Janguage acquisition,
the influence of LI on L2 development, the notion of interlanguage and its development and variation, the
impact of individual differences such as motivation and aptitude, and the validity of cognitive/mentalistic and
socio-cultural approaches to understanding SLA. Fundamentally, SLA is a theoretical and experimental field of
study whose research agenda focuses on language learning rather than language teaching. While a certain
degree of overlap exists, an understanding of second language learning is not necessarily synonymous with that
of second language teaching. However, course readings and tasks will explore ways that knowledge of SLA
processes can provide insights into learning processes found in the L2 classroom.

Student Learning Qutcomes:

Students will . ..
1) identify and critically examine current theories put forth to explain SLA and its development;
2) analyze the validity of commonly used research methods in SLA research;
3) develop and enhance their ability to read critically and understand research articles in SLA;
4) coherently synthesize research on a specific area of SLA in the form of a literature review,
5) design an original research study using valid methodologies after achieving a minimal level of
familiarity with relevant literature (graduate students);
6) apply findings from SLA research to the L2 classroom and 1.2 pedagogy.

Course Method:
Class time will be mostly devoted to review, analysis, and discussion of the readings to ensure students’
understanding of the material and ability to apply it concretely to real-life language learners. In discussing the
readings, students will be asked to actively participate in small group work and in individual tasks that may
include summarizing and synthesizing portions of the reading assignments. Outside material wilf also be
brought in for students’ consideration and for class discussion. Students are encouraged to engage with the
professor and fellow classmates by asking questions, relating insights from personal experiences, voicing their
{




analysis of research findings, and considering critically conclusions drawn by the professor, other students, and
the authors we read.

Textbooks: The following texts should be purchased for this course:

e Ortega, L. (2009). Undersianding second language acquisition. London: Hodder Education.

ON RESERVE AT THE LIBRARY:
Several selected readings from the following texts will be on reserve at the library:
e Mitchell, R., and Myles, F. (2004). Second language learning theories (2" Ed.). New York: Hodder
Arnold.
e Qass, S. M., and Selinker, L. (2008). Second language acquisition: An introductory course. Jlew York:
Routledge.
e Ellis, R. (2008). The study of second language acquisition (2" Ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Several articles will be required as indicated in the syllabus and found in the bibliography.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance. Due to the invaluable nature of class discussions in achieving the learning objectives, students will
only be allowed two unexcused absences, where “unexcused” refers to those not outlined by Senate Rule
5.2.4.2. (All excused absences require proper documentation.) For each unexcused absence beyond two,
students’ final grade will be reduced by 2%.

Excused Absences

Students need to notify the professor of absences prior to class when possible. S.R. 5.2.4.2
defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious iliness, (b) illness
. or death of family member, (¢) University-related trips, (d) major religious holidays, and (e}
other circumstances found to fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the
instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later
than the last day in the semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious
holidays may be obtained through the religious liaison, Mr. Jake Karnes (859-257-2754).

Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for
the semester are missed (excused or unexcused) per university policy.

Verification of Absences

Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused,
Senate Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when
students claim an excused absence because of illness or death in the family. Appropriate
notification of absences due to university-related trips is required prior to the absence,



1. Reading Reflection Papers (10 x 1.5%=15%). Ten times throughout the semester students will turn in a
reflection relating to that day’s, or that week’s, assigned readings. These reflections should consist of all or a
portion of the following: short summary of that day’s—or week’s—readings, students’ sincere questions arising
from the readings, personal examples relevant to the readings’ topics, critiques of a particular readin 3’s research
design or conclusions, ideas for research studies they would like to conduct or those they think are lacking from
the literature, and any other personal insights or reactions relative to the material found in the readings. None of
these reading reflections can be over the same material covered in the student’s original research article
presentations. Please explicitly identify the readings being commented on in the reflection. These reflection
papers should be turned in at the beginning of class on the day the selected reading will be discussed and should
be at least 400 words. It would be a good idea to do these papers on readings that relate to the topic of your
literature review assignment,

2, Case Study of FL/L.2 Learner (15%). In pairs students will complete descriptive case studies of two
intermediate to advanced language learners: a foreign language learner AND a second language learner of
English. Data for each case study will be taken primarily from interviews with the participants and, potentially,
observations. As part of these case studies, students should look at several aspects of each learnet’s experience
such as the following: input (What type of language is the learner exposed to, when, and how often?), output
(When and for whom is the learner able to produce spoken and written language?), interaction (Under which
circumstances does the learner use the language and with whom?), motivation (Why is the learner attempting to
acquire the language?), instruction (What access to instruction and instructional resources does the learner have
and of what type?), individual (What unique personality type or aptitude does the learner bring to bear on the
learning task?), and socio-cultural/political/economic (What influence do social, cultural, political, and
economic realities play in the language learning process?). The case study report will be explained in more
detail and the final report will be between 7-10 pages doubles spaced.

3. Exams (2 x 15%=30%). One in-class exam and one take-home exam will be administered on the dates
indicated in the syllabus. The completion of the in-class exam will be without the aid of the textbook or other
materials while students may refer to any assigned reading or other print material when drafting their responses
to the take-home exam. Students may NOT consult with any other living human being either virtually or in
person while completing either exam, A word-count limit will be enforced for each response to the take-home
exam questions and students will generally be given 2-3 calendar days to draft their answers,

4, Presentation of Research Articles (2 x 10%=20%). Since the majority of the textbook readings provide
analysis and synthesis of previous research, students will sign up to read carefully and present an original, and
seminal, research article to the class, This presentation should do the following: 1) describe any pertinent
background information on the study and the gap it filled at the time, 2) describe in some detail the research
methods employed, 3) summarize the results of the study and their implications, 4) critically analyze strengths
and weaknesses of the study’s design and of the author’s conclusions. Students should be prepared to answer
questions posed by their classmates regarding the research design, the study’s findings, and its contribution to
the field of SLA. Students will also be expected to prepare a two-sided, single sheet (max. length) outline/study
guide for his/her classmates to accompany the presentation/discussion with the bibliographic reference at the
top of the first page. It would be a good idea to do these papers on readings that relate to the topic of your
literature review assignment.

5. Literature Review (+ Study) (2.5% + 17.5% = 20%). All students will choose a specific topic, ideally one
identified in the reading reflection papers, or any other relevant topic, and will prepare a 10-15 page literature
review of original research that synthesizes current and relevant thinking on the chosen topic. In addition to this
review of literature, graduate students will design an original research study WITHOUT actually conducting the
research and they will describe it in detail under an additional heading entitled “Method”, This section must
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outline the specifics of the participants and the research methodology as well as the procedures for data analysis
and directions for future research. All students will be required to turn in an abstract with a short reference list
that has been consulted before the writing of the abstract. The abstract will count as 2.5% of the final grade and
the final paper will count for 17.5% of the final grade.

The following grading scale will be used to determine your final grade for this course:

Undergraduate

A =90-100 percent
B = 80-89 percent

C = 70-79 percent

D = 60-69 percent

E = below 60 percent

Graduate

A =90-100 percent
B = 80-89 percent

C =70-79 percent

E = below 70 percent

GRADE BREAKDOWN: The course grade will be determined as follows:

Undergraduate

Reading Reflection Papers (10 x 1.5%) | 15%
Case Study 15%
Exams (2 x 15%) 30%
Presentations (2 x 10%) 20%
Abstract 2.5%
Literature Review 17.5%
Total 100%

Note: Undergraduate students will be provided with a Midterm Evaluation (by the midterm date) of course
performance based on criteria in syllabus.

Graduate

Reading Reflection Papers (10 x 1.5%) | 15%
Case Study 15%
Exams (2 x [5%) 30%
Presentations (2 x 10%) 20%
Abstract 2.5%




Literature Review (+ Study) 17.5%

Total 100%

Note: There is no final exam for this course. The culminating course task is the “Literature Review.”

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR POLICIES

Students should come to class prepared to responsibly participate in class discussions and tasks, There should
be no use of electronic devices, except for their pedagogical applications. Students are expected to treat all
class participants with respect and courtesy, in whole class and small group settings.

POLICY ON CELLULAR PHONES AND TEXTING

‘The use of a computer for purposes different from course work, talking on a cellular phone or texting is
absolutely prohibited during the class period. If you are found using these devices, the instructor will ask you to
leave the room and an unexcused absence will be noted in your records,



PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC INTEGRITY (SRR 6.3.1)

All academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic
supervisors, is expected to be the result of their own thought, research or self-expression, including in-class
exams. When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgement, the students
are guilty of plagiarism.

Per university policy, students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic records. Students are
expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in all courses, The minimum penalty for a first
offense is a zero on the assignment on which the offense occurred. If the offense is considered severe or the student
has other academic offenses on their record, more serious penalties, up to suspension from the university may be
imposed.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct, Each student is advised to become fz miliar with
the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities. Complete
information can be found at the following website: http://www.uky.ediw/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not
acceptable as a defense against the charge of academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as
all ideas borrowed from others need to be propeily credited.

Part 11 of Student Rights and Responsibilities (available online http://fwww.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2 html)
states that all academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic
supervisors, is expected to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where students
feel unsure about the question of plagiarism involving their own work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on
the matter before submission,

When students subinit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas, organization, wording
or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgement of the fact, the students are guilty of
plagiarism. Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s work, whether it be a published article, chapter of a
book, a paper from a friend or some file, or something similar to this. Plagiarism also includes the practice of
employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a student submits as his/her own, whoever
that other person may be.

Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work is done,
it must be done by the student, and the student alone. When a student’s assigniment involves research in cutside
sources of information, the student must carefully acknowledge exactly what, where and how he/she employed them.
If the words of someone else are used, the student must put quotation marks around the passage in question and add
an appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the organization, content and
phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to those ideas which are so generally
and freely circulated as to be a part of the public domain (Section 6.3.1).

Please note; Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check for plagiarism.

POLICY ON ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS DUE TO DISABILITY

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me as scon as possible
during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this course, you must provide me with a
Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email:
jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability services available to students with disabilities.
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