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ADVANCED TORTS: ECONOMIC AND DIGNITARY TORTS
Law 914-002
Professor M. Davis
Fall 2007 Syllabus

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will cover those torts which do not involve physical harm to person or property.
The legal claims covered in this course result in purely economic loss. Economic Torts constitute
the largest category of tort claims filed and tricd in both state and federal courts. The types of claims
we will study include defamation and privacy, misrepresentation, intentional and unintentional
interference with contract and/or economic advantage.

CLASS PREPARATION

You are expected to be prepared for every class every day and to take part in the discussion.
Preparation includes studying the assigned reading materials and formulating answers to the
problems and questions raised in the materials. Ido not accept “unprepared’ or “pass” as a response
to a question. Such a response will constitute demonstrated lack of preparation and will be taken
into account in determining your grade based on the grading criteria discussed below,

EVALUATION

You will be evaluated on the basis of a written final examination, open book, which will be
graded anonymously and will be worth one hundred (100) percent of your grade. In addition, active
participation in the class discussion is required and expected; inadequate preparation and/or
participation, including the use of “unprepared” or “pass™ responses as discussed above, may reduce
your class grade by as much as one grade level (e.g., from B+ to B or B- to C+). Attendance is
considered in determining your final grade as explained below.

ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance at classes is expected. Under the rules of the College of Law any student
who misses more than 25% of the class sessions (7 absences in a two-hour class) will be excluded
from the final examination. Any student who misses 25% of the class sessions in Advanced Torts
will be excluded from the final examination and will receive a grade of E for the course.

Short of exclusion from the examination, any absence that is not excused under the
University Student Code is treated as demonstrated lack of preparation/ participation in applying the
grading standards explained above. Three (3) or more un-excused absences is excessive and will
result in a reduction of your final grade by one grade level.




TEXTS

The assigned text for the course is Dobbs & Bublick, Advanced Torts: Economic and
Dignitary Torts (2006).

ASSIGNMENTS

A rough list of assignments follows:

Aug. 21 Part I: Defamation and Privacy: pages 1 - 14

Aug. 24 pages 14 - 29

Aug. 28 pages 31 -41

Aug. 31 ' pages 42 - 65

Sept. 4 No Class — Monday schedule in effect

Sept. 7 pages 65 -75

Sept. 11 pages 87 - 107

Sept. 14 pages 107 - 122; 124 - 126

Sept. 18 pages 127 - 142; 147 - 158

Sept. 21 pages 159 - 182

Sept. 25 pages 183 - 203

Sept. 28 No Class

Oct. 2%* pages 210 - 237

Oct. 5 No Class

Oct. 9** pages 237 - 257

Oct. 12%* Part II: Intangible Harms to Economic Interests:
pages 325 - 350

Oct. 16** pages 369 - 382

Oct. 19 ~ pages 382 - 405

Oct. 23 pages 406 - 422

Oct. 26 pages 441 - 453

Oct. 30 pages 453 - 469

Nov. 2 pages 470 - 485

Nov. 6 pages 561 - 576

Nov. 9 pages 577 - 594

Nov. 13 pages 595 - 620

Nov. 16 : pages 621 - 639

Nov.20 . . pages 700 - 721

Nov. 27 pages 721 - 738

Nov. 30 Review

** 75 minute class to make-up missed class




HONOR CODE
All work in this course is subject to the College of Law Honor Code.
OFFICE HOURS

My office is located in Room 142, on the first floor of the Law Building. Official “Office
hours” will be held on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. I do not
care if you want to come see me during other times, however, and I will be happy to meet with you
if  am able. T you want to schedule a particular time to meet, just let me know. In addition, please
feel free to contact me by e-mail with any questions you may have. My e-mail address is
midavis@uky.edu. My office phone number is 257-3198.




