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   UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY 
 Department of Theatre 

TAD 243 Jazz Dance II 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  TBA 
CONTACT INFORMATION:  TBA 
OFFICE PHONE NUMBER:  TBA 
OFFICE ADDRESS:  TBA 
UK EMAIL ADDRESS:  TBA 
OFFICE HOURS:  TBA 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A complex exploration of the forms, technique and rhythms that 
comprise American Jazz Dance 
    
TEXT: 

Kraines, M. G., and Pryor, E.  (1990).  (3rd Ed.)  Jump Into Jazz,  Palo Alto, CA:  
Mayfield. 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 
  1. Develop a greater appreciation for jazz dance as an art form. 
  
  2. Gain a basic knowledge of the history and philosophies of jazz dance.  
 
  3. Become knowledgeable about jazz chorographic forms and apply that knowledge to form 

educated critical opinions. 
  
  4. Develop an understanding of the training system for the body called dance technique, and 

as a result, gain greater control, movement efficiency, and precision. 
 
  5. Experience a basic introduction to composition. 
 
COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES: 
 
Upon completion of this course students will have acquired a more thorough understanding of 
the skills necessary to be a dance artist in the world today.  This will include, but is not limited 
to:  
1. A demonstration of intermediate skills and techniques of a beginning jazz dance artist. 
2. A demonstration of intermediate skills and techniques used in choreographing more complex 

movements. 
3. A strong work ethic, proper dance vocabulary, and the ability to think critically. 
 
 
 
 



  COURSE CONTENT: 
 
  1.   Movement Skills 
 
  2.   Improvisation and choreography 
 
  3.   Reading, projects, and tests from text 
 
  4.   Attendance and written critiques of Live Dance Performances 
 
 
METHODS OF EVALUATION:    
 
  1.  Class attendance is mandatory. 
 A maximum of three unexcused absences are permitted.  After the third unexcused 
 absence, your FINAL grade will be lowered by 7 pts to reflect each additional  
 unexcused absence beyond three.  (perfect attendance: add 10 pts to final grade).  Three 
 instances of tardiness of more than 5 minutes will be counted the same as one 
 unexcused absence.*Acceptable reasons for excused absences are listed in 
 Students Rights and Responsibilities. 
  2.  Attend 3 live performances and TYPE a critique of each within one week of closing night.  
       Dates:  to be announced. 
  3.  There will be three skill tests covering combinations and choreography learned in class. 
        Dates:  to be announced.   (evaluation based on student’s ability to improve his or her skills 
 from the beginning of the semester.) 
  4.  There will be two written exams covering readings from the text. 
        Dates:  to be announced. 
 
* In Studio dance performance for all dance classes on April 30, 2003.  Invite friends, family and  
 colleagues…participation is worth 5 pts to final grade. 
 
* Participation in the U.K. Dance Ensemble concert is worth 5 pts to final grade.  Participation is 
by audition and invitation only. 
 
* All tests must be taken at the appointed time.  Due to illness, you may reschedule if you 
have contacted the instructor prior to the appointed testing time.  Students who do not make 
arrangements with the instructor will receive a zero on the test. 
 
MIDTERM GRADING POLICY: 
 
Students' progress will be assessed halfway through the semester based upon Skill Test One, Written Test One, the 
first external Dance Critique, and  class attendance. In accordance with University policy, these Midterm grades will 
be accessible online via the MyUK web portal by the Midterm date. 
 
 
 



  WRITING SKILLS: 
 Regardless of discipline, teachers have the right – and the obligation – to expect that  
 students use English properly in all aspects of the course.  (S.R.5.2.4.3.)   Instructors can 
 ask students to rewrite papers, make writing style one of the grading criteria, and report 
 a seriously deficient student to his/her college for remedial work. 

 
Grading Scale for Total Points: 

 
   92% - 100%         =  A    Skills Tests       –       40% 
   82% - 91%    = B    Written Tests    –      30% 
   72% - 81%    = C    Critiques          –      30% 
   62% - 71%    = D 

    61% & Below   = E 
 
 
DRESS CODE: 
 (Men & Women)  Comfortable clothing that is not binding.   
 
COURSE GUIDELINES AND EXPECTATIONS: 
 
1. Plagiarism and Cheating: The University of Kentucky and this course define plagiarism as follows: 
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/Plagiarism.pdf. Additional instances include falsification of identity 
resulting from having another person sign the attendance sheet for you when you do not attend class. All 
instances of plagiarism and cheating will be reported to the Dean of Students. 
2. Classroom Behavior: It is important to respect the dignity and values of all in the classroom. It is 
expected that you will come to class focused and with a positive attitude. You are here to dance and learn 
about dance in an academic environment. Be open to new ideas, approaches, and constructive criticism. It 
is how we learn as dancers.  Poor attitudes and egos will not be tolerated in this class. Your positive 
participation and willingness to learn will be reflected in your skills exam grade. 
3. Cell Phones: The use of cell phones in class is prohibited. This includes checking your messages. If 
you talk on the phone or text during class you will lose 5 points. 
4. Individual Work: When doing individual work, document the resources you use for information or 
background material. Even if it is on the Web- document the source. 
5. Group Work:  When working in groups, you must all contribute equally to earn the grade. It is not 
fair to the group leader to make them carry the work load of the group. Individuals who do not contribute 
equally will receive a lower grade.  
6. Email: You may email papers and reports, however, you are risking that the document may not get to 
the teacher. YOU MUST get a returned email from me within 24 hours letting you know the teacher has 
received your document. If you do not get a return email, assume the teacher did not get it and bring a 
hard copy to the next class or to the studio. Hard copy papers are recommended to decrease the 
likelihood of a paper not getting thru by email. 
7. Disability Statement: It is the responsibility of any student with a physical or learning disability to 
communicate with the instructor at, or immediately following, the first class meeting to discuss means of 
meeting said disability. 
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