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JPN 402-xxx Advanced Japanese IV 

 

Spring 2010 
 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE PREREQUISITES 

 

 

TIME/ROOM: TBD     

      

INSTRUCTOR: Takako Egi, Ph.D.    

  Office & Phone:   

  E-mail:    

  Office Hours:    

  Blackboard:    

 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS/MATERIALS 

 

Course packet  

Audio files can be downloaded from Blackboard  



 

REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES 
 

1. Preparation for the class 
 

The schedule is designed for you to prepare the materials indicated for a given date BEFORE the 

class meets.  You are expected to come to class well-prepared so that you will be ready to 

participate in communication activities in a meaningful context with your instructor and 

classmates.  Read the assigned pages carefully, listen to the audio files on line, watch the video, 

and bring any questions you had while studying for the class since they may benefit your 

classmates as well!  You are expected to study for the course at least two hours for each lesson.  

 

2. Attendance and participation  

 

Attendance and active participation in class are mandatory and will be recorded at each class 

session.  Foreign language learning is a cumulative process, and it is very important that you 

come to all the classes and practice Japanese everyday.  Grading criteria for participation will be 

on a 10 point scale.  To receive full participation credit, you must show evidence of preparation 

for class.  However, this is not to say that you cannot make mistakes; trial and error is the only 

way to learn how to use the language, and you are encouraged to try out the new structures, make 

errors, and learn from them.  Active participation that shows your effort will count towards the 

participation grade.  On the contrary, no participation will seriously hurt your participation grade.  

You will receive 0 points when you are absent from the class without legitimate reasons (for 

excused absences, you will receive 30% of the participation grade).  

 

Grading criteria for class participation  

 

10 = excellent performance; very high level of fluency and accuracy (extra credit)  

9 = very good/strong performance with some minor weak areas; well memorized 

materials; no need to refer to textbook (expected level of preparation)  

8 = good performance with some weakness; memorized most materials; occasional need 

to refer to textbook.  

7 = fair performance, but weak in major areas; memorized some materials; occasional 

need to refer to textbook 

6 = poor performance, weak in most areas, refers constantly to textbook 

5 = present, but evidently unprepared, or disengaged from class activities 

0 = absent 

 

It is crucial that you attend every class for successful learning of the language.  In the event you 

must miss the class, please contact the instructor prior to the class meeting and have your 

absence pre-approved, except for documented emergencies. You may be excused from the class 

only if you provide documented evidence. See the official university policy on excused absences 

(http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html) for events that may be considered as 

excused absences.  

http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html


 

Please be punctual because you may miss important information and distract your classmates.  If 

you are late to class, you will not be given extra time to complete the exams and quizzes.  If you 

are more than five minutes late three times without your instructor’s consent, they will be 

counted as one absence.  If you are more than 20 minutes late, it will also be considered as one 

absence.  If your unexcused absences exceed 3 or more times, you will lose 3% from the final 

grade.  Your course grade will be lowered by 1% for each class you miss after the 3
rd

 absence. In 

the event your unexcused absences exceed 6 or more times, you will automatically receive an E 

grade. It is your responsibility to check with your instructor to be certain of the number of 

absences recorded for you. 

 

If you are late or miss class for any reason, it is your responsibility to contact your instructor or 

ask your classmates to know what you have missed and what you need to do for the next class 

meeting. 

 

3. Japanese speaking policy in class 

 

You have a very limited exposure to Japanese outside of class, and it is very important that you 

make every use of the precious opportunities to speak Japanese in class. Therefore, you are 

required to speak only Japanese in class.  You will sign an honor pledge to speak only in 

Japanese in class.  A limited amount of English will be used by the instructor to explain grammar 

in class, at the discretion of the instructor. 

 

4. Homework and makeup exam policies  

 

All homework is to be completed and turned into the instructor at the beginning of the class on 

the due date it appears on the syllabus. Please put your homework on the instructor’s desk before 

class begins.  Homework will not be graded per se, however, all homework must show effort and 

be completed to receive credit.  If you do not turn in assignments on time, you must submit the 

homework the following class day.  However, without written evidence of illness or emergency, 

only 1 point will be given to the late homework.  If you fail to submit it on the following class 

meeting, you will receive 0 points. In case you must miss class on the day that an assignment is 

due, turn it in ahead of time to receive full credit.   

 

 

5. Learning kanji  

 

Knowledge of kanji is essential for you to become a competent reader of authentic reading 

materials in Japanese.  The learning of kanji is a cumulative process, and it is your responsibility 

to retain your kanji knowledge over time.  To help reinforce kanji learning, you are expected to 

use all kanji that has been covered in class in every assignment, quiz, or exam.  No or little use of 

kanji on assignments will hurt your assignment/exam grade.  



 

If you have not taken the sequence of beginning and advanced Japanese at UK, you are strongly 

advised to review kanji that has been introduced so far. You can find a list of previously 

introduced kanji in the course packet.  

 

6. Conversation Clinic 

 

Students can practice speaking Japanese with the instructor at individualized conversation clinics 

during the office hour.  One session is 15-20 minutes long.  There will be a weekly sign-up sheet 

in front of the instructor’s office and you can sign up only once per week.  This is a good 

opportunity to practice your conversation skills in Japanese and ask questions to your instructor.  

 

7. Accommodations for students with disabilities 

 

Students requesting classroom accommodation must provide the instructor with a letter of 

accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754) at the 

beginning of the term. 

 

8. Academic misconduct 

 

 

OUTLINE OF CONTENT AND EVALUATION 

 

The course content includes: 

learning of kanji, vocabulary, and grammatical 

structures introduced in the texts, 

 

 

Quizzes, Kanji Tests 

 

10% 

Exams 

Oral Interviews  

10% 

10% 

Final Exam 10% 

Homework  

Presentations 

Research project 

Attendance/participation  

15% 

15% 

20% 

10% 

Total 100% 

http://www.uky.edu/USC/New/rules_regulations/index.htm
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud


 

If you need help, do not hesitate to communicate with your instructor and come to the 

conversation clinic for advice. 

 

Grading Scale:  

 

Cumulative Final Exam: All material studied this term  

 

You may take the final exam only on the day your section is scheduled, unless you have written 

evidence of illness or emergency. Without such written proof and/or pre-approval by the 

instructor, you will receive no credit.   

 

TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

Week Content 

Week 1 

1/13- 

Introduction 

 

Week 2 

1/18- 

Unit 1, Quiz 1, About Research Project  

Week 3 

1/25- 

Unit 1, Quiz 2, Oral Presentation 

Week 4 

2/1- 

Unit 2, Quiz 3 

Week 5 

2/8- 

Unit 2, Quiz 4, Oral Presentation 

Week 6 

2/15- 

Exam 1, Oral Interview, Unit 3 

Week 7 

2/22- 

Unit 3, Quiz 5, Research Project Progress Report 

Week 8 

3/1- 

Unit 3, Quiz 6, Oral Presentation 

Week 9 

3/8- 

Unit 4, Quiz 7 

Week 10 

3/15- 

Spring Break  

Week 11 

3/22- 

Unit 4, Quiz 8, Oral Presentation 

Week 12 

3/29- 

Oral Interview, Unit 4 



Week 13 

4/5- 

Exam 2, Unit 5 

Week 14 

4/12- 

Unit 5, Quiz 9 

Week 15 

4/19- 

Unit 5, Quiz 10, Oral Presentation 

Week 16 

4/26- 

Research Project – Presentation  

 

Final Exam - TBD 
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