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HP 798
Masters Project | (Proposal)
{Explorations in Research/Project Design)
Spring Semester 2011
207 Pence Hall
Mondays, 2:00-4:30 pm
Instructer: Julie Riesenweber
100 Bowman Hall
iriesen@uky.edu
cell: 859.689.1427
Office hours: Mondays, noon to 2:00 pm
Or by appoiniment

Course Description and Approach:

One requirement for your MHP degree is planning, executing and writing a final project.
Like a thesis, the final project is the “capstone” of your educational effort and experience. It is not
only an opportunity for in-depth investigation of a preservation-related topic of your own choosing,
but it is also an important means of demonstrating that you are prepared to work independently
as a preservation professional. Students have chosen various sorts of projects and a wide range
of specific topics. Whether concerned with policy, design, education, rehabilitation, materials
science, or intellectual fields related to historic preservation such as architectural history. all take
into account problems, issues or unanswered questions related to preservation theory, policy
and/or practice or apply the understandings of allied disciplines to historic preservation.

This class will guide you through the process of drafting a proposal for your final project.
The proposal is a roadmap or plan for your final project effort. Not only does it help your
committee to assure that your final project will meet the standards for your degree, but it also has
practical advantages for you. By thinking through and articulating your project goals before
embarking upon information gathering, your effort wili be more focused, you can avoid tangents
and false starts and have greater assurance that the varicus parts of your final project will work
well together and result in a cohesive whole. Within the immediate context of your master's
degree program, you create a proposal to think about your research process and consider how
your final project fits within the larger body of preservation-related scholarship, policy and
practice. In a larger sense, preparing proposals — whether for projects or in application for
funding -- is something preservation and design professionals do all the time. The final project
proposal exercise is thus yet another opportunity to learn and practice a practical skill that wiil be
useful in your professicnal life.

After introducing University and College guidelines for the final project and providing an
overview of the research process, weekly class meetings will be organized around sections of the
proposal. Readings and assignments will help you understand and gain skills reiated to the
“steps” you will take to complete it. We will pay special attention to those sections of the proposal
with which you may be least familiar — the literature review and methodology — as well as to the
interrelationships between the parts of the proposal. | wiil meet individually with each of you at
certain points during the semester to offer advice specific te your particular project and topic.



Learning Objectives:
By the end of the course each student will:

v Understand the requirements for and process of completing an MHP project

° Be familiar with research design and the research process

° Be familiar with what constitutes acceptable research within historic preservation
and related fields

. Understand the importance of a research propesal and the function of each of its
components, as welt as the relationships among them

. Draft a proposal for a final project that meets the requirements of the Master's

Degree in Historic Preservation

Grading:

Your grade for the course will be determined by the following combination of factors:
Course Participation 15%

Assignments 30%

Presentation 20%

Proposal 35%

Additional information about these components and the refated course policies appears below.

The relative value and due dates for assignments appear below; due dates also appear within the
“class meetings, topics and assignments” section of the syllabus.

Your letter grade for the course will be as follows:

A Excellent 90-100%

B Good 80-89%

C Fair 70-79%

F Failure Below 70%

Course Components, Policies and Expectations:

While each of you will be drafting a final project proposal for this course, and your paths
to this goal will have certain things in common, each of you will encounter issues and have
questions unique to your fopic that others in the class likely will not share. For this reason, class
sessions will be concerned with general aspects of proposal-writing and the research process,
while | will provide individual guidance through a series of meetings with you throughout the
course of the semester.

Each of you should meet with me individually at least three times over the course of the
semester; in the first of these meetings we will talk about your project concept, in the second your
literature review and the aitendant revision of your project concept that may be necessary, and in
the third we will consider what research methods are appropriate for your topic. These meetings
should take place around/during the weeks of 2/21, 3/28 and 4/25 (see the “class meetings,
topics and assignments” section of the syllabus for the recommended timing for these meetings).
It is your responsibility to schedule these meetings with me. You may also wish to meet with
me before drafting your proposal at the end of the semester, and | hope that you wili ask to meet
with me whenever you have questions, problems ar concerns.

This course will require a substantial time investment outside class. In addition to
assigned readings and assignments, you will need to search for literature related to your tepic,
read and analyze it, and determine what it can contribute to your research. You will be choosing
a conceptual framework for your research and devising research guestions based in part upon
the literature you survey. You will be imagining what your research might coniribute to the
literature and field. Depending on upen your topic and the research questions you pose, you may




need to search for “how to” sources on particular research methods. Due to the amount of work
you must complete independently, we will not meet each and every week so that you have
additional time to locate, read and digest information relevant to your topic and develop ideas
within your proposal.

Course Participation — 15% of total grade

In order {0 take advantage of this course’s support in the preparation of your
master’s project proposal, you will need io be engaged in it. This means you should take an
interest in the course, attend regularly, do the required readings, assignments, and independent
bibliographic work and reading, participate in class discussions and ask guestions. Thoughtful
contributions to group discussions and in-class exercises are a very important part of
participation.

Attendance is required; please consider the time scheduled for class a professional
commitment. You should arrive in ctass weekly, on time, having done the required reading, and
prepared to discuss and ask questions about it.

If you need to be absent from class, | expect an email notification in advance of that
absence with a brief explanation for it. The Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook, which
is available on line, defines excused and unexcused absences. In general, absences will be
excused when they result from circumstances beyond your control. | will iower your course
participation grade by one half letter grade (for example, from A to A-, or A- to B+) for each
unexcused absence after the first.

A word about weather-related absences: | will follow the University’s determination about
cancelling or postponing classes due to weather. If the University announces that it wiil remain in
operation, | am obligated to hold class. Should you choose not to come to class on such an
occasion, your absence will not be excused.

Students are responsible for all material and announcements presented in class whether
in attendance or not.

Assignments — 30% of total grade

There will be a number of assignments to help you to think through the various parts of
your proposat and help you build it, bit by bit. Some assignments will be written, while others
involve preparation for class discussion and exercises. With the exception of draft proposal
components, written assignments will be graded.

| expect you to complete writien assignments in a timely manner and turn them in by the
deadline (generally the next class meeting after they were assigned). Should you need more
time to complete an assignment, you must request an extension in writing (by email is fine). 1 will
generally grant extensions only until the end of the week in which the assignment is due.

Foltowing is a list of graded assignments, their relative value, and deadlines.

Assignment Due date Point Value
Preliminary MHP project timeline 1/31 3
Research assignment sheet 217 3
Preliminary concept statement 2/14
Library assignment sheet 2128 3
Annctated bibliography 2/28 6
Critical assessment essay 317 7
Literature matrix 3/21 e}
Concept statement/Preliminary literature review 4/4
Preliminary methcdology statement 4725

Presentation — 20% of total grade May 2

Each student will present the major components of his/fher master’'s project proposal
during finals week before an audience of faculty and students. Presentations should be around
15 minutes in length and illustrated as appropriate.



FProposal — 35% of total grade Due May 5

A proposal is a plan for conducting research (or completing a project), and is by
definition, preliminary. In most graduate programs, the committee approves a student’s proposal,
advises the student through research and writing, and conducts the final examination/master's
project defense. For this reason, you should consider the proposal you complete for this course
to be a good draft. 1 will be evaluating this draft in order to determine a grade for HP798; you will
work with your committee next semester to get additional feedback and finalize your proposal.

This means that you are not irrevocably committed to the proposal you draft in this
course and there is no reascen not to complete a draft proposal. | will consider a grade of “1”
(incomplete} only under exceptional circumstances. Any request for an incompiete musi be
made in writing, and accompanied by an explanation of the reason(s) for the request.

Please note that your transcript must show a letter grade for HP798 before you will be
able to sit for your MHP exam/final project defense; further, the department requires that you
have a letter grade for HP788 befcre enrolling in HP799 (Master's Project 1),



Class Meetings, Topics and Assignments

Full citations for works mentioned under “readings” appear in the bibliography

January 17 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day; Academic Holiday

January 24 Introduction to the MHP project process and proposal
*  The class and its expectations
e The Master's Project: thesis vs, project; standards for an MHP project
< Doing, thinking, practice, theory, project, research

Articulating with the grad school and historic preservatian director of graduate
studies (DGS)

Overview of the MHP project process; the importance of a scheduleftimeline
Administrative timeline per graduate school

Committees

“Intent to graduate form”

Scheduling the exam

Discussion of project ideas and topics

[ 3 L] L] L] o L]

Handouts: MHP project proposal outline {see last page of syllabus)
List of HP faculty and their graduate faculty status

Assignments: 1) Due 1/31. Create a timeline for completion of your MHF project; cover the
time from now until the end of next spring semester. (Consult pp. 35-39 in Bui
and chapter 3 - pp. 16-27 -- in Parsons and Knight for information about '
constructing a project timeline)

2) Look at the graduate school website to review master's project reguirements
and forms; look at the academic calendar (available via registrar's website) to
familiarize yourself with the rhythm of related deadlines.

January 31 The MHP project proposal and research in HP

e QOverview of the project proposal

»  Parts of the project proposal; interrelationships between them

« Reasons for undertaking a study; “modes” of research: exploration, explanaticn,
description, understanding, prediction

+  Positivism and scientific method; hermeneutics and interpretation, critical and
action-ariented research

¢ Qualitative and quantitative research and methods

= Research terminology

Handouts. MHP project preposal
HP research assignment sheet
Lanier, chapter 1 (“introduction)
Pyrczak, Appendix A, “Quantitative and Qualitative Research: An Overview”

Readings: Bui, chapter 1 (pp. 1-20)
Parsons and Knight, chapters 1, 2, 3 and 4 {pp. 1-27)
Essays providing examples of qualitative and quantitative research

Assignments: 1) Return 2/7 with a completed HP research assignment sheet.
2) Be prepared to discuss potential object of research and research guestions for
your topic in class on 2/7
3) Review examples of MHP project propesals — try to identify their objects of
and modes of research



February 7

Handout:
Reading:

Assignment:

February 14

Handout:

Readings:

Assighments:

Project concept and relationship to literature

QOverview of project concept statement

Concept statement content

What is a conceptual framework and why do | need to include one?
Object of research

Research questions

Strategies of writing a project concept statement

Interrelationships: concept statement, literature review & bibliography, methods
and committee

Primary and secondary sources

Overview of literature review process

HP research assignment sheet
Qutline for project concept statement
Fink, excerpts from chapter 1

Bui, chapter 2 {pp. 21-44); part of chapter 3 (pp. 45-50)
Pan, chapters 1 and 2
Parsons and Knight, chapters 4 and 5 (pp. 28-59)

Due 2/14. \Write a preliminary project concept statement in a paragraph or two.
Include as much of the following information as possible: 1) Introduce your topic
succinctly in a few sentences; 2) Identify the preservation-related problem or
issue you will be investigating; 3) identify your object of research; 4) Provide
background information about the problem or site with which you'll be concerned;
5) Identify the purpose (goals) of your research; 6) Pose your research
questions; 6) State the importance of your project within historic preservation
practice and the literature that informs it; 7) |dentify the limitations of your study

Searching for sources in library with research librarian

Kitchin and Tate, excerpt from chapter 2, “Questions to ask of Your Information
Sources”
Library assignment sheet

Bui, pp. 50-69 (part of chapter 3)

Pan, chapters 3 and 4 (pp. 13-24)
Gatavan, chapter 3 (pp. 17-28)

Fred Kniffen, “Louisiana House Types®

1) Due 2/28; library assignment sheet.

2)} Due 2/28: annotated bibliography of ai least 9 sources. If your project
concept includes more than one topical area, these references should include
sources distributed among them. Use Chicago Manual of Style to format your
entries. Your annotations should briefly summarize each source's content and
state its applicabiiity to your research, using the questions listed in the handout
as a guide to the information they should include. Annofations should be at least
three sentences long, and no longer than a short paragraph.

3) For discussion 2/28: Locate and critically read Fred Kniffen's “Louisiana House
Types,” which is available full fext on line from UK libraries. Use the handout from
Kitchen and Tate to help you evaiuate the essay and identify:

the object of the research

the mode of research

research questions posed

the research’s goals



February 21

ascertain whether the research is conceptually framed in a positive, hermeneutic
or critical mode

what are the research’s findings?

does the methodology seem appropriate for the research?

does the research meet its goais?

Proposal research time: Library work/developing Bibliography

No class mesting this week, instead, schedule individual meeting with instructor and work
on developing bibliography and completing assignments.

February 28

Handouts:

Readings:
Assignment;
March 7

Readings:

Assignment:

March 14

Evaluating and interpreting research literature

Reading critically

Review of terms and concepts: cobject of research, research questions,
conceptual frame, methedolegy, sampling, conclusions

Differential evaluation of different sorts of studies and methods
Refining project concept statement based upon review of literature

Wells, “Reading Critically” or other similar essay

Pyrczak, Appendix C: “Checklist of Evaluation Questions”

Fink, excerpts from chapters 2, 3, 4 and 5 (case studies, narrative analysis,
surveys, and correlation studies)

Kitchen and Tate, excerpt from chapter 2, "Questions to Ask of Your Information
Sources’ :

Pan, chapters 5 and 6 (pp. 25-39)
Galavan, chapters 4 and 5 (pp. 29-47)

Pyrczak, chapter 1 (1-10)

1) Due 3/7: Write a critical assessment of one source (essay or book chapter)
relevant to your research. Turn in copy of the source along with your text.

Synthesizing information from literature
Abstracting
Literature Matrix

Bui, pp. 69-76 {part of chapter 3)
Galavan, chapter 6 (pp. 49-57)

1) Due 3/21: Literature matrix for 12 — 15 sources relevant to your topic.

2) For class discussion 3/21: Locate the essays TBA. Read each critically. How
would you briefly describe each? What are the similarities and dissimilarities
among them? Can you read “across” them? (Pages 70-72 in Bui and chapter 6
of the Galavan can help with this. Lanier reads “across” literature about the
concept of region in the essay provided earlier in the semester.)

SPRING BREAK



March 21
Handout:

Readings:

March 28

Preparing a literature review
Guidelines for organizing literature review
Galavan, chapiers 7 and 8 (pp. 59-76)
Pan, chapters 7, 8 and 9 (41-60)

Writing time: Revised project concept and preliminary literature review

No class meeting this week. Instead, schedule a meeting with the instructor about your '
concept statement and literature review and work on the writing assignment below.

Assignment:

April 4

Readings:

Assighments:

April 11

Readings:

Assighment:

Return 4/4 with drafts of concept statement and literature review.

1} Prepare a full draft of your project concept statement, expanding and revising
your earlier statement as appropriate given your reading of the relevant
literature. Use the concept statement outline handout as a guide to the sorts
of information that your full project concept statement should include.

2) Draft a preliminary literature review that articutates the “frame” (context) for
your project and places your work within it. Your literature review should be
synthetic in nature and cover at least ¢ different sources important to your
research. These should primarily include those essays and scholarly works
on which you wili base definitions and concepts.

Methods/Methodology and research ethics

Methodology section of proposal

Introduction to methods that might be used in HP research
Discussion of methodologies appropriate for varicus projects
Research Ethics; IRB

Bui, chapter 4 (pp. 77-95)
Parsons and Knight, chapters 8, 7 and 8 (pp. 60-99)
Bradshaw and Stratford in Hay, chapter 3 (pp. 37-49)

1) Review sources collected during bibliographic research and literature
development to ascertain the methodclogies used by various researchers in
various situations

2) Search for at least 2 additional sources that explain “how to” accomplish a
method or methods and/cr employ a method or methods you plan to use in your
research

Methods and Methaodology continued

Further information about methods you might employ in your research projects;
specifics TBA.

Discussion of methodologies and project concepts: how the practicalities of doing
the project might lead to revision of its goals

TBA

Due 4/25: Draft a preliminary statement of methodology. This statement should
answer the following questions: What information dces your project require?
How will you gather it? (Add methodological “heip” works to your bibliography as
appropriate.) How will you analyze the information you gather? What do you
expect to learn after gathering information? The easiest way to organize a
statement of methodology is chronologically ~ in the order in which you will



conduct various research tasks. Think this through and update your master's
project timeline accordingly.

April 18 Writing time
No class meeting this week. Work on your methodology

|
Assignments: 1) Schedule meeting with instructor to discuss methodology, committee and any

other final issues.

2) Begin finalizing your proposal.
April 25 Generating your MHP final project proposal
Brief class meeting this week for Q & A and to ensure all are aware of deadlines and
expectations. Work on your proposal and presentation and schedule a meeting with the
instructor, should you feel the need.
Assignment: Prepare your presentation and finalize yous proposal.

May 2 Student presentations

May 5 Proposals due by 5 pm
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MHP Final Project Proposal Checklist/Qutline

Once finalized, your proposal shouid contain the following components:

2 & e & @ ® 0o © o

Front cover: clear plastic or card

Title page including proposed project title, student name and date (may be on
front cover if using card stock)

Table of contents for proposal

Project concept statement

Literature review

Statement of Methodology

Projected final project manuscript outline
Proiected timeline for completion of final project
Bibliography

List of committee members

Back cover (card stock)

You need not bind your proposal for submission at the end of the semester, wait to do this until
your committee chair approves your proposal and turns in a letter grade. Once that happens,
you'll need to create 5 copies of your bound proposal if you have 3 committee members: one for
each member of your committee, one for the DGS and one for the department archive in Bowman

Hall.
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