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British History     SPRING 2011    T. Whitlock 
HY 203  Section 01-MWF        Office: POT 1765 
e-mail: hrhwhitlock@uky.edu       Hours: M, T 10-11 

BRITISH HISTORY FROM 1688 TO THE PRESENT 
 
 
I.   General Course Objective 
 
 From the reign of Elizabeth I to the reign of Elizabeth II, we will explore the history of England.  
Looking especially at critical moments in politics, economics, gender, and literary expression, we will 
investigate the changes in the British experience from an era of privileged aristocracy and pre-industrial 
labor to the wars and mass politics of the twentieth century.  We will explore these issues in lectures, 
discussions, and analyses of primary sources. From novels like Defoe’s Moll Flanders to politically 
inspired plays by suffragettes, we will not only read, but experience the cultural venues where ideas like 
Individualism and Equal Rights were introduced to the British people. Requirements include attendance, 
discussions, two exams, two short essays, and a final exam. A mid-term evaluation will be issued in Week 
8 based on attendance, discussion and our first exam. 
 
 
II. Specific Course Objectives: 
A. To explore and define British civilization from the Tudor-Stuart era to the present 
B. To explain significant characters, ideas, movements and events which have changed not only British 
history, but have long-reaching effects on global history. 
C. To point out geographical locations that have been of particular importance in the development of 
Britain. 
D.To explain the historical origins of specific terms used in a modern context and to add these terms to 
the student’s vocabulary. 
E. To use and evaluate subject-specific historical resources. 
 
 
III. Expected Outcomes: 

A. A familiarity with the key terms and events of British history1688-present. 
B. The ability to read and compare historical maps and incorporate them into historical 

understanding 
C. A more complex understanding of the development of ideas like imperialism and nationalism and 

their origins in British politics and culture 
D. The ability to critically evaluate documents including images and material culture and relate them 

as evidence of historical development 
E. Disciplinary information literacy including evaluating secondary sources, understanding 

differences in types of texts, citing texts and utilizing proprietary and non-proprietary sources 
responsibly 

 
 
IV.   Required Reading Material 
 
Books: Jurgen Kramer, Britain and Ireland: A Concise History 
 Barry Cunliffe, The Penguin Illustrated History of Britain and Ireland 
 Daniel Defoe, Moll Flanders 
 Elizabeth Gaskell, North and South 
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Other Required Readings:  Will be placed on reserve and/or available through BlackBoard. 
 
 
 
V. Assignments 
 
Week 1:  INTRODUCTION & ELIZABETH I: A GOLDEN AGE FOR ENGLAND 
(Jan. 12,14) Readings: In class and Cunliffe, 152-153 
 
Week 2: THE AFTERMATH OF THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION 
(Jan. 19,21) January 17th= Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 
  Reading:  Kramer, Chapter 5, 106-118, Cunliffe, 140-147 
  Bring THREE BLUE BOOKS  
 
Week 3:  THE SPIRIT OF A NEW AGE:  MOLL FLANDERS 
(Jan. 24,26,28)  Reading:  De Foe, Moll Flanders (all) 
 
Week 4:  18th SOCIETY:  CRIME, PROFIT, AND INDIVIDUALISM (paper topic 1 DUE) 
(Jan. 31, 2, 4) Reading:  Kramer, Chapter 5, 113-118 and 
On reserve “Hard-pressed to make ends meet,” “Never was any woman like her,” and “The Vortex 

of Dissipation”: (letters) Georgiana Duchess of Devonshire,” Voices of Early Modern 
England,   

 
Week 5:  THE REIGN OF GEORGE III:  POLITICS AND REVOLUTION 
(Feb. 7, 9, 11) Reading: Kramer, Chapter 5, 118-133, Cunliffe, 154-157, 168-171 
  Documents: Kramer, 236-237, 250-251 and Questions`` 
    
FIRST EXAM:  Friday, February 11th 
 
Week 6:  THE SOCIAL IMPACT OF INDUSTRIALIZATION:  NORTH AND SOUTH  
(Feb. 14,16) Reading:  Kramer, Chapter 6, 137-144 
  Gaskell, North and South, Chapters 1-25 
  No class on Friday, February 18th 
       
Week 7: THE SOCIAL IMPACT OF INDUSTRIALIZATION:  NORTH AND SOUTH 
(Feb. 23,25) Reading: Kramer, Chapter 6, 145-148   
  Reading: Gaskell, North and South, Chapters 25-end 
 
Week 8:  VICTORIA AND HER ERA: 
(Feb. 28, 1, 3) Reading: Kramer, Chapter 6 , 148-159 , Cunliffe 190-199 
  Documents: Kramer, 252-256 and Questions 

MID-TERM  EVALUATIONS - based on attendance, discussions and first exam. 
 
Week 9:   “THE SUN NEVER SETS . . .”: EMPIRE 
(Mar. 7,911) Reading: Kramer, Chapter 6 , 159-164  
  Documents: Kramer, 238-245and Questions  
 SECOND EXAM:  Friday, March 11th 
     
Week 10: SPRING BREAK! (Mar. 13-17) 
 
Week 11: AN AGE OF CRISIS: THE END OF THE VICTORIAN WORLD 
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(Mar. 20, 22, 24)Reading: Kramer, Chapter 7 , 165-168, Cunliffe 230-231 
On Reserve     “How the Vote Was Won,” in How the Vote Was Won and Other Suffragette Plays 
  Documents: Kramer, 262-264 and Questions 
   
Week 12:  BRITAIN AND WORLD WAR I 
 (Mar. 27, 29, 31) Reading: Kramer, Chapter 7 , 169-172 , Cunliffe 220-229 
  Documents: Kramer, 267-268 and Questions 
 
Week 13: BRITIAN AND WORLD WAR II  
(Apr. 3, 5, 7)      ReadingKramer, Cha:  pter 7 , 173-176, Cunliffe, 246-252 
  Churchill, selected speeches 
 
Week 14:  WAR ON THE HOME FRONT: 
(Apr. 10,12,14)  Reading: Cunliffe, 242-245 
  Documents: Kramer,  269-270 and Questions (Beveridge Report) 
 
Week 15: POSTWAR BRITAIN AND POLITICS IN THE 20TH C 
(Apr. 17,19, 21) Reading:  Kramer, Chapter 7 , 177-192 , Cunliffe 256-275 
  Documents: Kramer, 272-275 and Questions 
 
Week 16: MODERN BRITAIN:  POST-IMPERIAL AND POST-INDUSTRIAL BRITAIN 
(24, 26, 28) Reading: Kramer, Chapter 7 , 192-201, Chapter 8 , 202-205 , Cunliffe, 282-283 
 
Finals Week:   FINAL EXAMINATION  
 
VI.  Tests (70% of total grade) 
 
 Exams will consist of essay questions and historical interpretation of maps, art objects, or 
documents.  Please, bring one or more blank bluebooks for each test.  Further information will be 
provided in class. 
 
 A.  First Exam, Friday Feb. 11 = Comprehensive coverage of Discussions, Lectures, Text, 
Required Readings (20% of course grade) 
 B.  Second Exam, Friday March 10 = Comprehensive coverage of, Text, Required Readings 
(20% of course grade) 
 C.  Final Exam, = Comprehensive coverage of Discussions, Lectures, Text, Required Readings 
(30% of course grade 
 
 
 
VII.  Essays ( Choose 2 of 3)  (20%) 
 
 Writing is a substantial part of this course and students are expected to complete their writing 
assignments in the proper manner and to turn them in on time.  Papers drop one letter grade for every day 
past due.  Electronic submissions are required along with paper copies.  All electronic submissions must 
be followed within 24 hours by a hard copy. Please note:  All papers are subject to review via plagiarism 
detection software.  More detailed instructions for papers will be discussed in class. Papers must include 
ONE outside article from the JSTOR archive.  
 
 A. Choose 2 of the 3 possible paper topics. 
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 B. Each paper is due the Monday after we complete a reading discussion: (each paper is worth 
10%) of your course grade. (Minimum 5 pages for each paper-Maximum 8 pages) 
  

TOPICS: 
 

 I. Compare Defoe’s fictional tale of Moll Flanders with the women in the Old Bailey trial 
reports and the letters of the aristocrat, Georgiana Duchess of Devonshire.  How realistic is Defoe’s 
portrayal of  England in the late 16-early1700s?  How does it help us understand this era in British 
history? 
 
 II.  Gaskell’s novel North and South addresses various problems of mid-19th century 
England and the impact of Industrialization.  According to the novel, what effect did 
industrialization have on the Church, Class differences, and English identity? 
 
 III.  Using the Documents in Kramer (262-264) and the play “How the Vote was Won” give 
specific criticisms of arguments against giving women the vote presented comically in the play and 
more seriously in the sources (Harriet Taylor Mill and the WSPU). 
 
VIII. Grading Scale:  

A. The grading scale for History 203 is a rather standard one.  Letter grades will be issued based 
on the points assigned out of a total of 100 for each graded exam or paper according to the table below.  
Attendance will be calculated as letter grade based on the criteria set out in Section III, part A.  

Standard grading scale used in History 203  

A            90-100 B        80-89 C        70-79 D        60-69 

E         below  60 

 
 
IX.  Class Participation, Behavior & Attendance (10% of your course grade). 
 A. Students are expected to attend lectures and participate in class and small-group discussions 
and turn in all work on time.  Official attendance will be taken and it is strongly recommended that you 
attend. Absences in excess of three will result in the loss of your participation grade.  PLEASE 
NOTE: ANY STUDENT WHO MISSES SIX OR MORE MEETINGS RECEIVES AN 
AUTOMATIC “E” IN THE COURSE.  Excused absences will be given at instructor’s discretion only 
with proof as defined by S.R. 5.2.4.2. http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/policies.php   S.R. 5.2.4.2 defines the 
acceptable reasons for excused absences. 

To resist the temptation to “check messages” during course time and so as not to give the 
appearance of talking or messaging DURING class, please place cell phones/iphones OFF THE DESK 
and out of your sight.  It is distracting to you, me and the other students. Any behavior that impairs the 
student’s ability to fully participate in the course or hampers the participation of other students will not 
be tolerated. These behaviors include reading ANY outside material during class time- including 
newspapers, text messages OR other course textbooks.  Cell phone conversations or other superfluous 
conversations or text messaging during lecture are also not permitted. Please turn cell phones off during 
class.  
 Any exhibition of these behaviors will result in the student being asked to leave the class for the 
day and the loss of 10% of their participation grade for each infraction.* Laptops and Recording 
devices are not allowed in lecture or discussion except by special permission of the instructor. 
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X. Student Responsibility and Academic Integrity 
 A. PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING - Will not be tolerated.  Any event of academic 
dishonesty will result in a failing grade for the assignment and will result in a ZERO.  
Misrepresenting others’ work as one’s own in the form of cheating or plagiarism is unethical and will 
lead to those penalties outlined in the University Senate Rules (6.3.1 & 6.3.2) at the following website: 
http://www.uky.edu/USC/New/rules_regulations/index.htm. The Ombud site also has information on 
plagiarism found at http://www.uky.edu/Ombud.) We will discuss this further in class. 
 
 
 B: STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY: 

MISSED WORK:  The student is responsible for making up for missed lectures, discussion 
questions, etc. by getting the notes from a fellow classmate.  If you missed the original class meeting, 
group discussions and in-class projects cannot be made up.  Exams can be made-up only for 
university-sanctioned excuses.  Make-up exams will cover the same material, but the questions will differ 
from those  on exams given to the class as a whole. 

THE BUDDY SYSTEM:  Always have the name, e-mail or number of another student in the 
course (two students are even better) so that missed notes can be exchanged.  However, it is up to the 
individual student who attended the class as to whether or not they want to share that information.   
 
XI.  OFFICE HOURS 
(For the convenience of both instructor and student, it is often best to make appointments even when the 
student plans to come during regular office hours.)  Students must consult with the instructor if they 
anticipate any problems with the course including possible absences, physical limitations, learning 
disabilities or psychological conditions within the first two weeks of class.  If you have a documented 
disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me as soon as possible during scheduled 
office hours.  In order to receive accommodations in this course, you must provide me with a Letter of 
Accommodation from the Disability  Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email: 
jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability services available to students. After this 
period it will be difficult to take these issues into consideration. 
   
T. Whitlock     Office:  Patterson Office Tower 1765 
MT:  11-12 PM    e-mail: hrhwhitlock@uky.edu 
Or Open by appointment  office phone: 323-2386 
 
*NOTE:  This syllabus is intended as a guide for your assignments in this course; however, this syllabus 
may be adjusted during the semester to better serve the needs of this course 

 




