










HIS 637-001: Readings in Colonial Latin America History 
 
Prof. Erik Myrup College of Arts and Sciences 
Office: 1735 Patterson Office Tower  HIS 637-001 
Office Hours: MW 8:00 – 9:30 AM (or by appt.) Fall 2009 
Tel: 257-3483 (o), 402-2922 (h) W 2:00-4:30pm 
Email: erik.myrup@uky.edu Location: TBA  
 
 
Bulletin Description 
Intensive survey of major themes and debates in colonial Latin American history from 1492 to 
the early nineteenth century.  Includes political, economic, social, and cultural topics. 
 
 
Course Overview and Objectives 
This course is a reading seminar designed to introduce graduate students to the history and 
historiography of colonial Latin America, focusing especially on the interrelationship between 
Latin America and other areas of the world during the early modern period.  The course is 
organized around a series of monographs and articles that will highlight the major themes of 
colonial Latin American history and address important theoretical and methodological issues.   
 
An extremely diverse region that was (and is) divided by numerous geographic, linguistic, and 
cultural divisions, colonial Latin America was a crucible in which European, African, and 
indigenous peoples would come together to form many of the hybrid societies and cultures of the 
present day.  A dramatic tale—from early encounters between Iberian explorers and indigenous 
peoples, to the forced migration of millions of African slaves over a period of nearly three 
hundred years—the history of colonial Latin America in many ways recounts the formation of 
the modern world, as we shall discover over the course of the semester. 
 
 
Student Learning Outcomes 
Although focusing primarily on the historiography of colonial Latin America and its 
relationships to the larger early modern world, this course explores questions which have broader 
relevance to the historical profession and to the modern world in general.  Central themes include 
the multi-faceted role of cross-cultural encounters during the early modern era; the dynamics of 
slavery, race, and abolition in comparative context; the role of the state in colonial societies; and 
the interconnections and links between Europe, the Americas, Africa, and Asia. 
 
In addition to mastering course content—in preparation for qualifying exams and possible fields 
of study—students will learn creative and analytical skills that can be used throughout their 
professional careers as both teachers and researchers.  In this regard, students will learn to: 
 

• identify, evaluate, and clearly present varied source evidence in support of an argument 
• set out their findings in conformity with accepted historical conventions in a clear and 

concise manner 
• formulate creative and imaginative approaches to historical questions in preparation for 

teaching their own courses 
• understand and appreciate past cultural practices, beliefs, and social systems 



 
 
Course Requirements and Grading 
Students are required to attend and actively participate in course meetings.  In this regard, 
students will be required to submit six "memos" over the course of the semester (approx. 3 pp. 
each) in which they address and otherwise engage with the questions, themes, problems, etc., 
from the week's readings.  These will be due by 2pm each Tuesday and will be distributed to the 
rest of the class via email in preparation for that week’s discussion.  Additionally, each student 
will be required to complete an historiographical essay or research paper (20-25 pp.) on a topic 
of the student’s choice to be worked out in collaboration with the instructor.  PLEASE NOTE 
THAT THERE IS NO FINAL EXAMINATION. 
 
Grading 
Final course grades will be based upon each element of the course as follows: attendance and 
discussion (25%), six written “memos” (30%), final paper (45%).  Grades for individual 
assignments and for the course as a whole will be based on a letter scale with the following 
numerical equivalents:  A (90-100%) , B (80-89%), C (70-79%), and E (69% and below). 
 
 
Required Materials 
Books to Purchase 
Alfred W. Crosby, The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492 

(Westport, CT: Praeger Publishers, 2003). 
Bernal Diaz del Castillo, The Conquest of New Spain, trans. J. M. Cohen (New York: Penguin 

Group, 1972).   
Miguel Leon-Portilla, ed., The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico 

(Boston: Beacon Press, 1992). 
Tzvetan Todorov, The Conquest of America: The Question of the Other, trans. Richard Howard 

(New York: Harper and Row, 1984). 
John Demos, The Unredeemed Captive: A Family Story from Early America (New York: 

Vintage Books, 1994). 
Jonathan D. Spence, The Memory Palace of Matteo Ricci (New York: Penguin Books, 1984). 
Emilia Viotti da Costa, Crowns of Glory, Tears of Blood (New York: Oxford University Press, 

1997). 
 

Other Material 
Course Packet (abbreviated CP in the course schedule below)  [available for purchase from 
Johnny Print]  
 
 



Course Policies 
 
Attendance, Excused Absences, and Make-up Work 
Students are expected to be in attendance at all class meetings, though accommodations can be 
made to for reasonable excuses (e.g., death in family, birth of child, etc.).  In order to make up 
missed discussions that fall into the excused category above, students will be required to turn in 
additional written work to be worked out with the instructor (generally a 5-7 page reading 
response on the missed discussion).  
 
Submission of Assignments 
All written assignment must be submitted in a timely manner by the due dates listed on the 
Course Schedule (below) and in the Course Requirements (above).  Failure to do so will result in 
the deduction of one letter grade from each overdue assignment per day.  All written work is to 
be submitted via email at <erik.myrup@uky.edu>.  
 
Academic Integrity, Cheating, and Plagiarism 
Students who are found to plagiarize or who otherwise cheat will receive an automatic “E” in the 
course.  The university’s general policies on plagiarism can be found at 
<http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/>. 
 
Classroom Behavior 
Students are expected to treat each other with respect and decorum.   
 
Disability Accommodations 
If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me.  In 
order to receive accommodations in this course, you must provide me with a Letter of 
Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email 
address jkarnes@email.uky.edu). 



Course Schedule  
I.  Cross-Cultural Encounters in the Early Modern Era: An Introduction 
8/27 Expansion, Diaspora, and Encounter: Images of the Early Modern World 
 
9/3 Kings and Cannibals: European conceptions of "the Other"  

Required: Malcolm Letts, ed., Hans Staden: The True History of his Captivity, 1557 (London: 
George Routledge & Sons, Ltd., 1928) [CP]. 

Optional: Jean de Léry, History of a Voyage to the Land of Brazil, trans. Janet Whatley 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990), pp. xv-xxv, 56-77, 112-195 [CP]. 

 
9/10 Theoretical Considerations 

Michael T. Ryan, "Assimilating New Worlds in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries," 
Comparative Study of Society and History 23 (October 1981), pp. 519-538 [CP]. 

Gina Kolata, "Anthropologists Suggest Cannibalism is a Myth," Science, new series, vol. 232, no. 
4757 (June 20, 1986), pp. 1497-1500 [CP]. 

W. Arens, The Man-Eating Myth: Anthropology and Anthrophagacy (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1979), pp. 5-40 [CP]. 

 
 
II.  The Conquest of Mexico 
9/17 Cortez and the Conquest of Mexico  

Bernal Diaz del Castillo, The Conquest of New Spain, trans. J. M. Cohen (New York: Penguin 
Group, 1972) [TEXT] 

 
9/24 "Broken Spears": The Aztecs Respond  

Miguel Leon-Portilla, ed., The Broken Spears: The Aztec Account of the Conquest of Mexico 
(Boston: Beacon Press, 1992) [TEXT]. 

Rolena, Adorno, "The Indigenous Ethnographer: The 'Indio Ladino' as Historian and Cultural 
Mediation," in Implicit Understanding, ed. Stuart B. Schwartz (New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1994), pp. 378-402 [CP]. 

 
10/01 The Conquest in Historical Perspective 

Tzvetan Todorov, The Conquest of America: The Question of the Other, trans. Richard Howard 
(New York: Harper and Row, 1984), pp. 3-123 [TEXT]. 

James Lockhart, "Sightings: Initial Nahua Reactions to Spanish Culture," in Implicit 
Understanding, ed. Stuart B. Schwartz (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1994), pp. 
218-248 [CP]. 

  
10/8 Biological and Environmental Perspectives  

Alfred W. Crosby, The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492 
(Westport, CT: Praeger Publishers, 2003). 
 

 
III.  Comparative Perspectives: The Early Modern World on the Move 

Europeans in Asia 
10/15 The Jesuits in China 

Jonathan D. Spence, The Memory Palace of Matteo Ricci (New York: Penguin Books, 1984) 
[TEXT]. 
 

10/22 Competing Images of the Portuguese in Asia 
C.R. Boxer, ed., Macau na Época da Restauração (Macau Three Hundred Years Ago) (Macau: 



Imprensa Nacional, 1942, pp. 15-89 [CP]. 
Ronald P. Toby, "The 'Indianness' of Iberia and changing Japanese iconographies of Other," in 

Implicit Understanding, ed. Stuart B. Schwartz (New York: Cambridge University Press, 
1994), pp. 323-351 [CP]. 

Chandra Richard de Silva, "Beyond the Cape: The Portuguese encounter with the peoples of 
South Asia," in Implicit Understanding, ed. Stuart B. Schwartz (New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1994), pp. 295-322 [CP]. 

 
People In-Between 

10/29 Iberians and Others on the Margins of Empire  
C. R. Boxer, "A Note on Portuguese Missionary Methods in the East: Sixteenth to Eighteenth 

Centuries" and "The Problem of  the Native Clergy in the Portuguese and Spanish Empires 
from the Sixteenth to the Eighteenth Centuries," in J. S. Cummins, ed., Christianity and 
Missions, 1450-1800 (An Expanding World: The European Impact on World History, 1450-
1800 Series, vol. 28) (Brookfield, VT: Ashgate, 1997), pp. 77-105 [CP]. 

Kenneth Mills, William Taylor, and Sandra Lauderdale Graham, eds. Colonial Latin America: A 
Documentary History (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2002), pp. 234-245 [CP]. 

C.R. Boxer, Francisco Vieira de Figueiredo: A Portuguese Merchant-Adventurer in South East 
Asia, 1624-1667 (S. Gravenhage: Martinus Nijhoff, 1967), pp. 1-53 [CP]. 

 
11/5 Captives and Converts in Colonial North America  

John Demos, The Unredeemed Captive: A Family Story from Early America (New York: Vintage 
Books, 1994) [TEXT]. 

 
Africa in the Making of the Americas  

11/12 A Peculiar Institution?: Slavery in Brazil and the Caribbean 
Robert Edgar Conrad, ed., Children of God’s Fire: A Documentary History of Black Slavery in 

Brazil (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1983), excerpts [CP]. 
David Northrup, ed., “Why Were Africans Enslaved?” in The Atlantic Slave Trade, 2nd ed. 

(Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002), pp. xiii-29 [CP]. 
R.K. Kent, "Palmares: An African State in Brazil," Journal of African Studies VI (1965), pp. 161-

175 [CP]. 
 
11/19 "Contradictory Worlds": Missionaries and Planters in Guyana 

Emilia Viotti da Costa, Crowns of Glory, Tears of Blood (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1997) [TEXT]. 

 
12/3 No Class (individual consultations with Professor Myrup)  
 
12/10  Conclusions: The Past as Another People 

Clifford Geertz, Local Knowledge (New York: Basic Books, 1983), pp. 1-73 [CP]. 
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Bibliography and References (for students) 
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Monteiro, John M.  Negros da Terra: Índios e bandeirantes nas origens de São 

Paulo.  São Paulo: Companhia das Letras, 1994.   
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Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1942. 
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Alden, Dauril, ed.  Colonial Roots of Modern Brazil: Papers of the Newberry 



Library Conference.  Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1973.   
 
Alden, D.  Royal Government in Colonial Brazil.  Berkeley: University of 

California Press, 1968.  
 
Boxer, C. R.  The Dutch in Brazil.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1957.   
 
Boxer, C. R.  The Golden Age of Brazil.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 

1962.  
 
Boxer, C. R.  Salvador de Sá.  London: University of London, 1952.  
 
Davidson, David Michael.  "Rivers & Empire: The Madeira Route and the 

Incorporation of the Brazilian Far West, 1737-1808."  Ph.D. dissertation, 
Yale University, 1970.   

 
Maxwell, Kenneth.  Conflicts and Conspiracies: Brazil and Portugal, 1750-1808.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1973.  
 
Mello, José Antônio Gonsalves de.  Tempo dos Flamengos: influência da 

ocupação holandesa na vida e na cultura do norte do Brasil.  Rio de 
Janeiro: J. Olympio, 1947.  

 
Metcalf, A.  Family and Frontier in Colonial Brazil: Santana de Parnaíba, 1580-

1822.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 1992.   
 
Novais, Fernando A.  Portugal e Brasil na Crise do Antigo Sistema Colonial 

(1777-1808).  São Paulo: Editora HUCITEC, 1979.  
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C. Colonial Society: Slavery and Resistance 

Freyre, Gilberto.  The Masters and the Slaves: A Study in the Development of 
Brazilian Civilization.  Rev. ed.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 
1986. 
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