










HISTORY 390/CLASSICS 390                             PROFESSOR HOLLE 
 
 

 GREEK, ROMAN AND JEW: 
   BACKGROUNDS TO AND THE HISTORY 
      OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY TO 150 CE  
 
 
1707 Patterson Office Tower 
Office Hours:  MWF 1:30-3 & TTH 8:30-10 & by appointment; if my door is open, please feel free 
to come in.  I am in my office every day. 
Office Phone  257-5753 
Home Phone  277-0088 (not after 10 PM) 
Email  bholl2@uky.edu 
 
 
REQUIRED BOOKS: 
 Peter Vardy & Mary Mills, The Puzzle of the Gospels  New York, 1997 
 E. Ferguson, Backgrounds of Early Christianity 3rd edition  Grand Rapids, Mi. 2003 
 C. Richardson, Early Christian Fathers  New York, 1970 
 E. Pagels, The Gnostic Gospels  New York, 1989 
 E.P. Sanders, The Historical Figure of Jesus  New York, 1993 
 A.N. Wilson, Paul: The Mind of the Apostle  New York, 1997 
 
GRADES: 
 Hour Exam   25%  10/15/08 6-7:30 PM 
 Book Review   25%  11/26/08 3         PM 
 Final Exam   25%  12/17/08 6-8     PM 
 Class Participation  25%  See Below 
 and quizzes 
 
NOTE ON CLASS PARTICIPATION AND QUIZZES 
 
All students will be expected to have read the weekly assignments prior to coming to class.  Oral 
participation will be measured by the student’s ability to meet the following criteria: A) can 
demonstrate an understanding of the text, B) can articulate the author’s argument, and C) can 
utilize specific citations from the text to prove one’s point.  All students are expected to 
participate in the six (6) sessions listed in the course outline (see below), but all students may 
have one unexcused absence with no penalties.   A student with an approved excuse, see online:  
Students Rights and Responsibilities (http://www.uky.edu/Registrar/bulletinCurrent/acreg.pdf 
p.68) must complete another assignment for the absence.  However, any student who has two (2) 
unexcused absences will receive a negative value for that portion of the total grade.  See the page 
in the syllabus titled Grade Calculation for the full implication of this grade.   
 



For quizzes the method is quite similar.  The first six weeks following the introduction to the 
course (Sep. 3, 10, 17, 24 & Oct. 1 & 8) will have five quizzes following the lecture; this has been 
introduced so as to provide the university with some indication of a student’s progress prior to the 
mid-term exams.  All students must complete four of the five quizzes, and the policy on excuses 
will be the same as with the requirements for student discussions. 
 
The Class Participation portion of your grade will be calculated as follows: 
Average of your four best class discussions = 20% 
Average of your four best quizzes           =  5% 
Total       25% 
 
OTHER CLASS REQUIREMENTS 
 
As the dates for the exams and the due date for the Book Review are listed on the course syllabus, 
no post facto (after the fact) excuses will be accepted for missing an exam or for failing to turn in 
the book review on time.  The only exceptions to this policy are those occasions of need specified 
in the online publication Students Rights and Responsibilities.  For situations which meet these 
criteria, specific make-up procedures will be followed.  The student in these cases is always 
responsible for contacting the instructor; I will not seek you out if you miss an exam or fail to turn 
in the Book Review.  All assignments for the course must be completed by the last day of class 
work, December 12, 2008.  If the Book Review or quiz or make-up assignment for a missed 
discussion is not completed by this date, the student will receive a negative grade for that portion 
of the total grade.  
 
Upon enrolling at the University of Kentucky, you have entered a profession.  Just as in Medicine 
or Law, the academic profession operated by its own standards and rules of ethics and conduct.  
These entail, among other things, entail decorum (see below), respect for one’s colleagues, and, 
above all, the honest representation of one’s own work.  Unfortunately, cheating and plagiarism 
have become rapidly growing problems on campuses across the country and at the University of 
Kentucky.  Be very aware that I take cases of academic dishonesty with the utmost seriousness.  It 
is very important for all students to read carefully the policies governing cheating and plagiarism 
in the online document Students Rights and Responsibilities 
(http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/index.php) .  If you have any doubts or questions whatsoever as to 
whether something could be construed as dishonest, see me or your academic advisor for an 
opinion.  Be advised that the punishment for cheating or plagiarism in my course is an E for 
the course. 
 
This class is a seminar where discussion is an important facet of class routine; order and decorum 
therefore are necessary for the class to function properly.  Here are a few rules for all of us to 
follow: 
1.  You may bring beverages to class, but not food. 
2.  Do not chat or whisper with friends when the instructor or another student is speaking; it is 
discourteous and disrupts the class. 
3.  Do not under any circumstance read a newspaper during class.   
4.  If your cell phone rings, please turn it off and bring it to the instructor.  I will return the phone 
to you at the end of class.  All cell phones should be turned off prior to entering any classroom. 



5.  Students are expected to arrive for class on time and remain until class is dismissed.  Students 
who disregard this policy will be notified personally that their actions are not acceptable.  The 
class begins at 6 PM, and unless I have been notified in advance, no student may enter after 6:15 
PM.  If you have to leave the class before it is over, please notify me in advance to explain the 
reasons for missing class.  Remember, when you miss a class on Wednesday night, you have 
missed a whole week of class. 




