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Legal Aspects of Health Administration 
HA 603-401 
Fall, 2008

Meeting Time:   Mondays  6:00 – 7:50 PM 

Meeting Location:  203 White Hall Classroom Building 

Instructor:   Joseph L. Fink III, B.S.Pharm., J.D. 
    Professor of Health Administration 
    A262 Advanced Science and Technology 
       Commercialization Center [ASTeCC] Building 
    859/218-6515 
    Email:  jfink@uky.edu 

Materials:   Showalter, J.S., The Law of Healthcare Administration
(5th Ed.) Chicago, IL: Health Administration Press (2007). 

    This book is recommended and was available in the UK
Campus Bookstore on 8/12/08 for $115.00 new or $86.25used.  

    Supplemental handouts will also be distributed. 

Course Content:  The course content will include selected legal issues and 
    topics related to administration of health care services.    
    Depending on the backgrounds of those in the class, the  
    course will include (1) Introduction to law and legal systems; 

(2) Constitutional law principles; (3) Contract law principles;
(4) Tort law principles; (5) Antitrust laws and health care; and 
(6) The law of practitioner-patient relationships. 

Course Description: The course will familiarize students with application of law to 
management issues in health care organizations. Skills including 
terminology, legal reasoning, and the tools of law, as well as 
topics specific to the health care setting are addressed. 

Desired Outcomes:  Upon satisfactory completion of this course, the student  should  
be able to [1] discern when significant legal issues exist in a 
situation and when consultation with legal counsel is 
appropriate; [2] have a basic familiarity and facility with legal 
terminology to be in a position to consult well with legal 
counsel; and [3] understand the legal system in a way that 
facilitates being a leader in society and being able to understand 
and critically assess news reports related to legal issues in health 
care.

Topics/Assignments:  9/8  Week 1: Introduction to the Course & the Law 



    (Week by week)     Handouts

    9/15 Week 2: Introduction to the Law  
       Handouts   

    9/22 Week 3: Introduction to Legal Systems 
        Showalter, Chapter 1, pp. 1-18 

    9/29 Week 4: Introduction to Legal Systems 
       Showalter, Chapter 1, pp 1-18 

    10/6 Week 5: Safeguards of Individuals’ Rights 
       Handouts

    10/13 Week 6: Constitutional Rights 
  Handouts 

    10/20 Week 7: Contracts 
        Showalter, Chapter 2, pp. 23-34 

    10/27 Week 8: Midsemester Examination (tentative) 
         
    11/3 Week 9: Forms of Business Organization 
       Showalter, Chapter 4, pp. 89-115 

    11/10 Week 10: Antitrust Law 
       Showalter, Chapter 7, pp. 319-346 

    11/17 Week 11: Torts: Negligent 
       Showalter, Chapter 3, pp. 47-77 

    11/24 Week 12: Torts: Intentional 
       Showalter, Chapter 2, pp. 35-43 

    12/1 Week 13: Miscellaneous Issues 

    12/8 Week 14: Miscellaneous Issues 

    12/15 Week 15: Final Examination 

Course Grading:  The grade for the course will be determined from two fac- 
tors: a mid-semester examination and a final examination at  



the end of the semester. Each will contribute equally to the 
course grade. 

    For conversion from numerical grades to letter grades this 
    scale will be used at the conclusion of the course: 

     A = 90 - 100  E = Below 70 
     B = 80 - 89      
     C = 70 - 79 

Class Attendance:  Attendance at class sessions is at the discretion of the  
    student.  Be advised, however, that examinations draw very  
    heavily from information discussed in class and absence  
    during the discussion may cause one to be at peril with  
    regard to material covered, specifically the nuances of the  
    legal doctrines discussed. Class attendance and participa- 
    tion may affect the course grade awarded. 

Review of Examinations:  An examination will be reviewed in class at the next class  
    session following administration of the examination.   

Missed Examinations:  Examinations missed without prior notification will be  
    graded as zero.  If you have an excused absence you may  
    be administered either a written or oral make-up examina- 
    tion, at the discretion of the instructor. 

Necessary Professional   The information presented in this course is intended for  
Practice Disclaimer: educational use and to stimulate professional discussion. It 

should not be construed as legal advice. There is no way such a 
broad discussion of an issue or topic for educational or 
discussion purposes can adequately and fully address the 
multifaceted and often complex issues that need to be addressed 
when considering a legal issue facing an individual. It is always 
the best advice for a person to seek counsel from an attorney 
who can become thoroughly familiar with the intricacies of a 
specific situation, and render advice in accordance with the full 
information. 
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