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The Interdisciplinary Human Development Institute – A University Center for
Excellence at the University of Kentucky began offering a Graduate Certificate
in Developmental Disabilities in the Fall Semester, 2001. The purpose of this
Graduate Certificate is to prepare professionals from a broad range of
disciplines to play a leadership role in providing services and supports for
people with developmental disabilities and their families.  The curriculum will
emphasize a life span and interdisciplinary perspective.   Students will also
have the opportunity to participate in a practicum and learn directly from
individuals with developmental disabilities and their families.

More information about the Certificate, including learning objectives,
coursework, faculty, admission requirements, stipends, application procedure
and contact information is available on this site.
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Information about the Graduate Certificate

What can a student expect to learn?

Students will be presented a comprehensive theoretical overview of the field of developmental
disabilities.  An emphasis will also be placed on application of this knowledge of policies and
services for the benefit of persons with developmental disabilities and their families.  This
certificate will present a comprehensive and unique perspective not available within any
individual program on campus.

The interdisciplinary nature of this field of study will be emphasized.  In addition to a broad,
interdisciplinary perspective, students will acquire a basic foundation in a number of specific,
topical areas such as specialized healthcare services and financing, inclusive education,
behavioral supports, employment options, advocacy, legislation, assistive technology,
community living, aging with a disability, organizational development and theory, group
facilitation, and research proposal development.

There will be opportunities for students to learn from the expertise of persons with disabilities
and their families, from practicing professionals, from an interdisciplinary faculty, and from
other students.

Students will be exposed to research techniques and methodologies, permitting them to
develop their own analytic and evaluative skills.

Students will have option to put these research skills into practice by completing a research
project under faculty supervision.

Students will supplement their own disciplinary academic expertise with an interdisciplinary
perspective of the field of developmental disabilities.

Who should participate in this certificate?

Graduate students from a variety of disciplines who wish to prepare themselves to play a
leadership role in providing services and supports for people with developmental disabilities
and their families.  Practicing professionals from a variety of disciplines who wish to further
their education and experience in this field will also benefit.

Who are the interdisciplinary faculty affiliated with the certificate? 

Principal faculty for the Graduate Certificate are affiliated with:

College of Social Work, University of Kentucky

 Department of Educational and Counseling Psychology, University of Kentucky

 Department of Special Education, University of Kentucky

 Division of Communication Disorders, University of Kentucky

 Department of Occupational Therapy, Eastern Kentucky University

 Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Eastern Kentucky University
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 Department of Pediatrics, University of Kentucky

 Center for Biomedical Engineering, University of Kentucky

 Department of Family Studies

What are the admission requirements?

Students who are already, or will be, enrolled in a graduate degree program at the
University of Kentucky are eligible to apply for admission.

What are the course requirements?

Ten or eleven credit hours, depending on the elective chosen by the individual student,
will be required for the certificate.  Three courses (HDI 600, 602 and 604) and one
practicum course (HDI 603) are required for the certificate.  All HDI-listed courses are
two credit hours.  In addition to the required courses, two or three hours of elective
coursework will also be required: either HDI 601, HDI 605 or one elective from outside of
HDI-listed courses and courses required in the student’s degree program.  A suggested
list of elective courses will be provided.  The elective course is subject to approval by the
certificate director.

Consult the Coursework page for more information.

What are the graduation requirements?

A 3.00 GPA in the certificate courses must be earned in order for the certificate to be
awarded.  Successful completion of the certificate will be noted on the student’s
transcript.

Is there financial support for students?

A minimum stipend of $2,500 will be offered to each student on an annual, competitive
basis.  Funds are sufficient to support 10 students at the $2,500 level.  If fewer than 10
students are enrolled, the stipend available for each student will be increased.

How do I apply for the Graduate Certificate in Developmental Disabilities?

Please send a letter indicating your intention to apply and your resume to Dr. Barney
Fleming (see address and contact information below).  Please include your cumulative
grade point average(s) for undergraduate and, if applicable, graduate school coursework.

Who should be contacted for more information?

Director of the Graduate Certificate in Developmental Disabilities

Barney Fleming, Ph.D.
Interdisciplinary Human Development Institute
University of Kentucky
121 Mineral Industries Building
Lexington, Kentucky  40506-0051
859-257-7225 (Voice/TDD)
859-323-1901 (Fax)
bflemin@uky.edu

Executive Director of the Interdisciplinary Human Development Institute

Harold Kleinert, Ed.D.
Interdisciplinary Human Development Institute
University of Kentucky
113 Mineral Industries Building
Lexington, Kentucky  40506-0051
859-257-3045 (voice)
hklein@uky.edu
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Affiliate Faculty

Bernard P. Fleming, Ph.D. (Director)
Adjunct Associate Professor (Pending)
Center for Biomedical Engineering
Graduate School
University of Kentucky 

Harold L. Kleinert, Ed.D.
Adjunct Associate Professor
Department of Special Education and Rehabilitation Counseling
College of Education
University of Kentucky

Judith L. Page, Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Rehabilitation Sciences
Associate Professor, Division of Communication Disorders
College of Allied Health Professions
University of Kentucky

Ruth A. Huebner, Ph.D.
Professor
Department of Occupational Therapy 
College of Health Sciences
Eastern Kentucky University

H. Thompson Prout, Ph.D.
Professor and Chairperson
Department of Educational and Counseling Psychology
College of Education
University of Kentucky

Marlene B. Huff, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
College of Social Work
University of Kentucky

Karen Mason, M.D.
Assistant Professor
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Department of Pediatrics
College of Medicine
University of Kentucky

Rena Hallam, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Family Studies
College of Human Environmental Sciences
University of Kentucky

Affiliate Faculty Contact Information

Bernard P. Fleming, Ph.D. (Director)
121 Mineral Industries Building
Lexington, KY 40506-0051
859-257-7225 (voice/TDD)
859-323-1901 (fax)
bflemin@uky.edu

Harold L. Kleinert, Ed.D.
113 Mineral Industries Building
Lexington, KY 40506-0051
859-257-3045 (voice)
859-323-1901 (fax)
hklein@uky.edu

Judith L. Page, Ph.D.
210b College of Allied Health Professions
Building 121 
Washington Ave 40506-0003
859 323-1100
or
1030 S. Broadway, Suite 5
Lexington Kentucky 40504
859 257-7922 (voice)
859 257-1017 (fax)

Ruth A. Huebner, Ph.D.
103 Dizney Building
Richmond, KY 40475
859-622-6326 (voice)
or
Office of Performance Enhancement
Mail stop:  3E-K
275 E. Main Street
Frankfort, KY 40621
Phone:  502-564-6750 Ext. 4060

H. Thompson Prout, Ph.D.
247 Dickey Hall
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Lexington, KY 40506-0017
859 257-5445 (voice)
859 257-5662 (fax)
htprout@pop.uky.edu

Marlene B. Huff, Ph.D.
625 Patterson Office Tower
Lexington, KY 40506-0027
859 257-3205
859 323-1030
mbhuff2@pop.uky.edu

Karen Mason, M.D.
Infant Toddler Evaluation Center
1030 S. Broadway
Lexington, KY 40504
859-257-1958 (voice)
kjmaso2@pop.uky.edu

Rena Hallam, Ph.D.
106-149 Washington Ave.
Lexington, KY 40506-0006
859-257-7734
rhallam@pop.uky.edu
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