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University of Kentucky          Spring 2010 

Department of Geography  

 

GEO 260 – 001 THIRD WORLD DEVELOPMENT 

SYLLABUS 

 

 

INSTRUCTOR  Dr. Susan Roberts, Department of Geography 

    1471 Patterson Office Tower 

    Phone: 257 2399; E-mail: sueroberts@uky.edu 

    OFFICE HOURS: Fridays, 9 AM to12 noon.  

 

ASSISTANT   Mr. Jon Otto, Department of Geography 

    1418 Patterson Office Tower 

    Phone: 257 6992; E-mail: jon.otto@uky.edu 

    OFFICE HOURS: Mondays, 2 to 4 PM. 

 

CLASS MEETINGS Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 1:00 to 1:50 

PM, Classroom Building, Room 238. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

Glyn Williams, Paula Meth, and Katie Willis (2009) Geographies of Developing Areas: 

 the Global South in a Changing World. New York: Routledge 

 

2009 World Population Data Sheet. Washington DC: Population Reference Bureau. 

(Available for purchase or as a free download at 

 http://www.prb.org/Publications/Datasheets/2009/2009wpds.aspx ) 

 

You may find it useful to consult an atlas. Goode’s World Atlas (Rand McNally, 22
nd

 

edition) is a good quality affordable atlas that I would recommend.  

 

Additional material will be made available throughout the semester.  

 

COURSE WEBSITE Available at https://elearning.uky.edu/ via Blackboard. 

Login required.  

  

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES   

 

 The course is structured so as to offer students a chance to build upon the 

knowledge gained through previous Geography courses by focusing on “Third World” 

development. The aims of the course are to enable students to: 

 discuss knowledgably the ways global space is commonly divided and people are 

categorized (as “Third World” for example) and the many issues such representational 

schemes raise; 

mailto:sueroberts@uky.edu
mailto:jon.otto@uky.edu
https://elearning.uky.edu/
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 understand basic global patterns of difference and inequality (economic, political, 

cultural etc.,) and the major characteristics of the “Third World” in broad historical 

context; 

 learn and critically appraise the most important varieties of development theory -- 

including contemporary critiques of development itself; 

 critically and analytically investigate selected salient everyday issues facing people in 

the “Third World” today.  

 

COURSE STRUCTURE  

 

 To fulfill the objectives outlined above, the course has been designed around the 

following questions, posed in sequence through the semester: 

 What is the “Third World”? Where is it? What is it like? How is it different from 

here?  

 How did the “Third World” get to be like that? How is it changing? 

 How can this situation be explained? What is meant by “development”? What are the 

major theories of development that have been put forward? Are they any good? How 

can we assess them? 

 What are some of the critical issues facing people in the “Third World” today? What 

is everyday life like for people? How can everyday life be studied? What are the 

connections between the everyday lives of people in the “Third World” and our own 

everyday lives? 

 As you no doubt suspect, these are big questions. They raise a series of very 

complicated and important issues about how global patterns of inequality have arisen and 

are maintained and/or changed. Struggles over defining, controlling, and participating in 

“development” exist around the world. Right here in the US we read in local and national 

newspapers about urban renewal strategies designed to develop derelict downtowns, rural 

development policies aimed at bringing development to depressed parts of rural America, 

and so on. While our focus this semester will be on development in the so-called “Third 

World” you will see that development is not a “Third World” problem -- it is pervasive 

way of identifying and acting upon a range of “problems”. 

 In asking these questions we should not expect to be able to look in our books and 

always come up with one neat, correct, perfect answer. The world is just too messy to 

allow that. However, don’t give up -- we will see that there are ways to ask questions, 

ways to find and assess information, ways of thinking through such information and its 

implications, that can help us see much more clearly the issues raised by the questions. 

 We will employ a variety of strategies to address these questions about “Third 

World” development. Class meetings will be varied and will include lectures, 

discussions, group and individual projects, reports, and role-playing. In addition, students 

will undertake writing assignments, each designed to enable students to practice specific 

analytic and presentational skills. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

  

 Students will be assessed in different ways throughout the semester. 

 

Examinations 
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 There will be two midterm examinations. Each will cover material from preceding 

classes, readings and assignments. Each exam will contain a mix of types of questions 

including fill-in-the-blank, short answer and essay questions. Each midterm exam is 

worth 25% of the total course grade. The Final Examination will also be worth 25%. It 

will take place at the officially designated date/time: Wednesday May 5th, at 1:00 PM in 

our regular classroom.  

 

Quiz 

An unannounced in-class Map Quiz, worth 5% will be given sometime at the beginning 

of a class before February 15th. 

 

Assignments 

The remaining 20% of the total course grade is to be accounted for by two assignments, 

one worth 5% and the other worth 15%. One will be due and graded before the midterm 

grades are calculated. The other will be due later in the semester (see the provisional 

schedule). Instructions for each assignment and the criteria for grading will be handed out 

and discussed in class before each assignment is due. 

 

Grading will be on a regular scale with 90% and above being an A, 80-89.9% being a B, 

70-79.9 being a C, 60-69.9 being a D,  and less than 60% being a failing grade (E).  

 

 

Your grades will be available on the course’s Blackboard site.  

  

 

INFORMATION AND ADVICE 

  

o Attendance simply MUST be a priority if you wish to do well in this class. Students 

are expected to attend ALL classes, to pay attention, and to take notes. It is not 

permitted to use a laptop or netbook during class. If you are disturbing or distracting 

others by chatting, making a noise, text-messaging, web-surfing or whatever, I will 

ask you to stop the behavior. If you continue I will insist that you leave the class. In 

general, I will seek to ensure a classroom in which everyone is respected and 

everyone can learn effectively.   

o Friday March 12, 2010 is the last day to withdraw from the University or reduce course 

load. Students can withdraw after this date only for urgent non-academic reasons. 

o The Academic Ombud states that “Students anticipating an absence for a major 

religious holiday are responsible for notifying the instructor in writing of anticipated 

absences due to their observance of such holidays no later than the last day for adding 

a class.” Other absences considered “excusable” under University policy (see 

http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/policies.php) will need to be verified. Without such 

documentation there will be no make-up exams or assignments given. Any assigned 

work must be submitted before the specified deadline in order to be eligible for a 

grade. Late work will not be graded. 

o The Academic Ombud is responsible for dealing with cases of plagiarism and 

cheating. Make sure you know how these offenses are defined and what the minimum 

punishment for either is. The Ombud has a website that includes a useful document 

http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/policies.php
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titled Plagiarism: What is it? See:  http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/Plagiarism.pdf that 

explains the university’s definition of plagiarism. The Ombud’s website also contains 

information on the official rules regarding academic offenses (including plagiarism): 

http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/policies.php. Be warned that I take such offenses VERY 

seriously and have taken students through the official prosecution procedures in the 

past. 

o If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please 

let me know as soon as possible. In order to receive accommodations in this course, 

you must provide a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center 

(Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257‐2754; jkarnes@email.uky.edu). 

o If you are having problems with the course material or with an assignment, or you just 

seem to be getting behind with your work, PLEASE come and see me or Mr. Otto 

sooner rather than later. Don’t wait until things get out of hand. If you cannot come to 

see me or Mr. Otto during our scheduled office hours, speak to one of us before or 

after class and we can arrange an appointment. Of course, if you are not having a 

particular problem but just want to chat about the course or any issues it raises for 

you, you are also welcome to come and see either of us during office hours. You can 

also reach us by phone at the office or by e-mail. I check my answering machine and 

both of us check our e-mail fairly regularly. 

http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/Plagiarism.pdf
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/policies.php
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 PROVISIONAL SCHEDULE 

 

Part One: Basic Global Patterns and Processes (Basic reading: WMW, Chs. 1-5; PRB) 

Map Quiz (5%) (To be given in class, unannounced, sometime before February 15th) 

Wed Jan 13 Introduction to course 

Fri Jan 15 Labels and terms; representation   WMW, Ch. 1    

Mon Jan 18 No Class – Martin Luther King Day 

Wed Jan 20 Labels and terms; representation (cont.)  WMW, Ch. 2  

Fri Jan 22 Labels and terms; representation (cont.)  

Mon Jan 25  Basic global patterns – using different sorts of data PRB  

Wed Jan 27 Basic global patterns (cont.)   PRB 

Fri Jan 29 Basic global patterns (cont.)   PRB    

Mon Feb 1 Recent trends - political    WMW, Ch. 3  

Wed Feb 3 Recent trends -political (cont.) 

Fri Feb 5 Recent trends -political (cont.) 

                          First Assignment due (5%) 

Mon Feb 8 Recent trends- economic    WMW, Ch. 4 

Wed Feb 10 Recent trends – economic (cont.)     

Fri Feb 12 Recent trends – economic (cont.) 

Mon Feb 15 Recent trends - social    WMW, Ch. 5 

Wed Feb 17 Recent trends – social (cont.)  

Fri Feb 19  FIRST MID TERM EXAM (25%) 

Part Two: Explaining Patterns & Processes: Development Theories (Basic reading: WMW Chs. 9-11) 

Mon Feb 22 Exam review and intro Jamaican case study     

Wed Feb 24  Life and Debt (movie) Part One 

Fri Feb 26   Life and Debt (movie) Part Two 

Mon Mar 1 Debt, tourism, and options for small island economies 

  (In class debate) 

Wed Mar 3  Intro Sri Lankan case study 

Fri Mar 5  Sri Lanka continued 

Mon Mar 8 Explaining development – Development theories intro   

  (Midterm of 2010 Spring Semester) 

Wed Mar 10 Modernization Theories    

Fri Mar 12 Dependency Theories 

Mar 15, 17, 19 No Classes --  SPRING BREAK  

Mon Mar 22 Comparing theories 

Wed Mar 24 Alternative Development 

Fri Mar 26  Neoliberal realities and anti-development 

Mon Mar 29  neoliberalism continued 

Wed Mar 31  SECOND MID TERM EXAM (25%) 

Part Three: Everyday Geographies of the “Global South” (Basic reading: WMW, Chs. 6-8) 

Mon Apr 5 Exam review and intro Chiapas case study  

Wed Apr 7 Anti-neoliberalism and autonomy movements in Chiapas 

Fri Apr 9 Discussion of assignment and prep for Skype call 

Mon Apr 12 Skype call with persons in Chiapas 

Wed Apr 14 Basic needs : Water 

Fri Apr 16 Global water situation  

Mon Apr 19 Water quality : case study, arsenic in Bangladesh 

Wed Apr 21  Water access: case study, South Africa second assignment due (15%)  

Fri Apr 23 Sanitation issues and the Millenium Development Goals 

Mon Apr 26 Basic Need : Food 

Wed Apr 28   Global hunger, situation and causes  

Fri Apr 30 Hunger continued and course wrap-up; Last day of classes 

Wed May 5 Final Examination 

NB: All deadlines are strict. If you want your work to be eligible for a grade it must be handed in at 

the beginning of class on the date it is due and no later. 
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Notes on the assignments 

The first assignment (worth 5%) will entail finding, evaluating, and discussing some basic 

information on a particular country of the global south. Specifically, different sorts of 

data/information and representations will be examined. This will include data presented in 

the form of narratives, statistics (such as in the required PRB data sheet), maps, graphs, and 

images (including photographs). The categories for the assignment will be structured but the 

student will select the country and select the data and sources they examine (though a range 

of suggested references will be made available and discussed). There will be attention paid to 

how to evaluate different data sources as well as how to interpret different sorts of data 

(primarily economic, social and demographic). 

 

The second assignment (worth 15%) will entail students building on the first assignment with an 

examination of an issue related to one of the two basic needs addressed in the course (water 

or food) in the country they selected for the first assignment. This is a more traditional 

research paper format and detailed instructions for format, scope, and citation will be 

handed out in advance and discussed in class. It will be this assignment that will be 

submitted via Blackboard to fulfill the SACS requirement for assessment purpose.  
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