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ENG 384
Literature and Film: Vampires
[Course days & limes, classroom focation here]

Instructor: Dr. Peari James

Office Address: 1317 POT

Email: pearl.james@uky.edu

Office Phone: 257-6978

Office hours: finstructor office hours to be scheduled for semester]

Course Description:

This course explores the relationship between two creative traditions, literature and film, focusing on film adaptations
of literary works for the screen. In this semester, the course focuses on vampires and their treatment in both literary
and cinematic texts. We will read Bram Stoker's Dracula alongside several on-screen vampires, from Murnau’s
classic Nosferatu, to Copolla's Dracula and television's popular "Buffy" series. We will consider the process of
adaptation and what recent developments in media have done to the notions of originality and imitation, purity a.d
corruption. We will consider how media itself feeds off sources and spectators. We will also analyze particular cases
to discover why and how vampires resonate for different cultures at particular moments. Viewing of films outside
class is required.

Prerequisites:

Complelion of UK Core Composition and Communication -l requirement or equivalent. ENG 280 * Enlroductton 1o
Film®, “ENG 284 “History of Film I"; or ENG 285 “History of Film |*:are recommended but not required. Provides ENG
Major Elective credit and ENG minor credit.

Student Learning Outcomes:
After completing this course, the student will be able to:

Analyze a film's narrative structure and point of view,

Analyze a novel's narrative structure and point of view.

Compare the narrative sfructures and points of view from films with those from novels.

Conduct research on both novels and films in order to engage their own interpretations of texts with those
published by scholars.

Engage in a clearly-reasoned and evidentially-supported argument about a work of art {(written or filmic).

o AN

Course goals or objectives:
Student course goals and work products will include:

1. Viewing of seven or more feature-fength films.

2. Reading of one novel and several short stories.

3. Reading and assimilation of two critical essays on the topic of adaptation (demonstrated through writing
assignments and class discussion).

4, Discovery of and engagement with scholarly opinfons about vampires in film, literature, and culture generally
{demonstrated through bibliographic and writing assignments).

5. Two formal critical essays that perform analysis and comparison.

Required Materials:

Bram Stoker, Dracula Penguin Classics, 014143984X.

Francis Ford Coppola, Bram Sioker's Dracula (1992), dvd.

Critical articles and supplementary readings will be posted to Blackboard; required viewing will be supporied on-line
and at the library. It will include:

Dudley Andrews, "Adaptation,” from Cencepts in Film Theory (Oxford University Press, 1984).

Seymour Chatman, "What Novels Can Do that Films Can't (And Vice Versa)," Critical Inquiry 8 (1980).

Course Assignments:
Course work and expectations wilt include:

s  Weekly reading and / or viewing assignments

¢ Regular and active attendance in class

» Informal assignments (up o seven) over the course of the semester: response papers, scene analyses,
finding and annotating sources

+  Two formal written papers




+ Oral presentation of second formal paper project

Summary Description of Course Assignments:

The course will begin with a week of introduction to the topic. We will then focus on Bram Stoker's Dracula (the
novel) and Francis Ford Coppola’s adaptation of it. The first formal paper will address these two texts and respond to
Chatman's claim that "novels can do some things films car’t 9and vice versa.” The second half of the course will
move to other iterations of vampires and their cultural moments, and students will have more choice for their second
paper, which will analyze a pariicular vampire text in its culiural context. The central question they will address there
is: what kind of cultural work is this portrayal of the vampire doing at this moment? Shorter assignments along the
way will help students hone the skills of analysis, argumentation, and critical engagement that the two formal papers
will depend upon.

Course Grading :

Grading scale for undergraduates:

A = 90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%; E = 58% or lower.
Unsubmitted work will receive a grade of 0.

Grade components and weights:

+  Participation: 25%
s  Short Assignments: 25%
*» Paper#t: 25%
s Paper#2: 25%
total: 100%

Final Exam Information: No final exam for this course,

Mid-term Grades:
Mid-term grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the Academic Calendar

{bitp:/Awww.uky . edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar. htm)

Course Policies (as per the University of Kentucky, the College of Arts & Sciences, the Dept. of English, and
this class):

Submission of Assignments:

Assignments are due on the days listed or set in consultation with the instructor. Quizzes cannof be made up
without a valid excused absence. Papers may be submiited efectronically on the due-dates listed. Students are
responsible for the successful fransmission and reception of submitted materials, whether via Blackboard or
email. Email or computer failures wili not be accepted as valid excuses for late work. Late work will be penalized
by a full ietter grade for each day it is past the deadiine.

Attendance and participation Policies:

This is an English class in which discussion, listening, and in-class guidance are absolufely central. Full
attendance is expected. Students will be allowed one week’s absence (2 class periods) without penalty. For each
absence beyond that, the attendance grade will be penalized 4 grade points. After absences totalling 20% of
class for any reason (i.e., 6+ absences for 16 weeks), students will fail the class and will be expected to withdraw
pursuant to S.R. 5.2.4.1-2.

Student participation is also an important and evaluated component of this course. The class participation grade
i s not only based on attendance, but also is based on aclive coniributions to class discussions and aclivities
through completing assignments, completing out-of-class viewings, in-class work (both individual and group),
blackboard activities, and assigned reading prior to class. Studentis need to be sure to sian in or register for each
class or viewing and check blackboard regularly for announcemenis and discussion threads. Arriving late for
class or a viewing, or leaving early, will negatively affect your participation grade. Please be sure to discuss any
late arrivals or early departures with the instructors or teaching assistants. Ungraded assignments will be used in
class throughout the semester and will count towards your class participation.

Students are expected to actively participale in the class discussions by:

+ Coming to class having completed assigned readings and viewings and having prepared to discuss them
when appropriate;

« Demonstrating an active interest in the topic being discussed by both verbal and nonverbat behaviors;

¢ Participating in class discussion vs. engaging in non-relevant side conversations;

» Demonstrating an active commitment te share thoughts and reactions with other students;




s  Assuming sesponsibilily for involving other students in all subjects discussed {fistening, asking questions,
and allowing space for others to contribute);

+  Sharing relevant information from one’s knowledge base or experiences with classmates;

s  Respecting colleagues and their contributions with polite and tolerant behavior,

Excused Ahsences:

Students need to notify the instructor of absences prior to class when possible. S.R. 5.2.4.2 defines the following
as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious illness, (b} illness or death of family member, (c)
University-refated trips, (d) major religious holidays, and (e) other circumstances found to fit “reasonable cause
for nonattendance” by the professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the instructor in
wriling of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later than the last day in the
semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious holidays may be obtained through the
religious liaison, Mr. Jake Karnes (859-257-2754). '

Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for the semester
are missed {excused or unexcused) per university policy.

Verification of Absences:

Siudents may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused. Senate Rule 5.2.4.2
states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when students claim an excused absence
because of illness or death in the family. Appropriate notification of absences due to university-related trips Is
required prior to the absence.

Academic Integrity:

Per university policy {S.R. 6.3.1), students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic records.
Students are expecied to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in all courses. The minimum
penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on which the offense occurred. If the offense is consic sred
severe or the student has other academic offenses on their record, more serious penalties, up o suspension
from the university, may be imposed.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised to become familiar
with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.
Complete information can be found at the following website: hitp://www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is
not acceptable as a defense against the charge of academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this
information as all ideas borrowed from others need to be properly credited.

Part Ii of Student Rights and Responsibilities states thal ali academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by
students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is expected to be the result of their own thought,
research, or self-expression. In cases where students feel unsure about the question of plagiarism involving their
own work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on the matter before submission. Please see the Student
Rights and Respoensibilities availabte online: hitp:/fwww.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html.

When students submit work purporling to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas, organization,
wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgement of the fact, the students are
guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s work, whether it be a published article,
chapter of a book, a paper from a friend or some file, or something similar to this. Plagiarism also includes the
practice of employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a student submits as his/her
own, whoever that other person may be.

Studenis may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work is
done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone. When a student's assignment involves research in
oulside sources of information, the student must carefully acknowledae exactly what, where, and how hefshe
employed them. if the words of somecne else are used, the student must put guotation marks around the
passage In question and add an appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the
organizalion, content and phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to those
ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public domain (Section 6.3.1}).

Please note: Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check for plagiarism.

Accommodations due to disability:

if you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see the instructor as soon
as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommeodations in this course, you must provide
the instructor with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center {Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-




2754, email address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability services available to students
with disabilities.

Ciassroom Behavior:

Good decorum and civil behavior is expected from all students at all times. Participation means having done the
reading (or viewing) for that day, being ready with questions and comments, listening thoughtfully and
responding to others in the class. Cell phones must be tumned off for the duration of class and during screenings.
Laptops are permitted for the purposes of English 380 only, such as note-taking. Biting other students is strictly
prohibited.




Course schadule:

{subject to minor adjustments, in consultation with students)

Week Date Reading and work assignments due:

1 Introduction

2 Bram Stoker's Dracufa (up to page 300); viewing of parallel scenes in class
Dracufa (finish); analysis of a scene or point-of-view issue in Stoker required

4 viewing of Coppola's Bram Stoker's Dracula; analysis of a scene in Coppola required

5 Chatman, "What Novels Can Do that Films Can't (And Vice Versa)' class discussion: what
can Coppofa do that Stoker can't?

6 Andrews, "Adaptalion”; class discussion: what can Stoker do that Coppola can't? Analysis
of cinematic point of view; Paper # 1 due end of Week Six.

7 Nosferatu {viewing); reading from Erik Butler on vampires

8 Dracula (1931, Bela Lugosi) World War | & Hollywood
Semester mid-term (mid-term grades calculated based on first paper, aftendance and
participation and short assignments up until this point)

9 Horror of Dracula (1958), Hollywood genre films and mid-century American sexuality

10 Coppola revisited with readings from the AIDS crisis of the 1990s

11 Buffy viewings and critical readings

12 Buffy viewings and short critical reponses due

13 Final paper topics due with initial bibliographies; No class this week; Individual
conferences with prof,

14 Class presentations

15 Class presentations

16 Class presentations; Second papers due end of this week

17 Finals week: No final exam.
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