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ENG 362
Flights to Freedom: Narratives of the Great Black Migrations
Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:30-11:45

Instructor; Dr. Rynetta Davis

Office Address:; 1369 POT

Email: rynetta.davis@uky.edu

Office Phone: 257-6984

Office hours: [instructor office hours TBA for the semester]

Course Description:

Between 1910 and 1930 more than one million African Americans migrated frem the rural South to the urban
North, This course focuses on the development of African-American migration narratives from the slave era to the
contemporary moment. it examines literary, musical, artistic, and journalistic representations of the Great
Migrations that capture the experiences of African-Americana as they moved not only from the South to the
North, but also from the South to the Midwest and the West in pursuit of better economic opportunities and
political freedom. Readings are drawn from writers such as William and Ellen Craft, Frederick Douglass, Harriet
Jacobs, Paul Laurence Dunbar, James Weldon Johnson, Jean Toomer, Nella Larsen, Ann Petry, Dorothy West, Pearl
Cleage, August Wilson, Toni Morrison, Ishmael Reed, Colson Whitehead, and others.

Prerequisites:
Prerequisite: completion of UK Core Composition and Communication |-l requirement or equivalent. ENG 260,
265, of 266 are recommended but not required. Provides ENG Major Elective credit and ENG minor credit.

Student Learning Outcomes:
After completing this course, the student will be able to:

1. Read and analyze literary texts critically

2. Read and analyze secondary scholarly peer-reviewed sources critically

3. fdentify the “push” and “pull” factors that prompted blacks to migrate to the North, Midwest, and
the West

4, Find contemporaneous reviews of each of the literary texts on the syllabus, as well as letters from

black migrants and advertisements/images encouraging and discouraging black migration

Course goals or objectives:
Student course goals and work products will include:

Class Participation

2 Literary Analysis Essays

An Archival Research Group Project
Midterm Exam

el S .

Required Materials:
Required textbooks include:

William and Ellen Craft, Running o Thousand Miles for Freedom {1835)
Charles Chesnutt, Selected short stories

Paul Laurence Dunbar, The Sport of the Gods (1902)

James Weldon Johnson, Autebiography of an Ex-Colored Man (1912; 1927}
Nelfa Larsen, Quicksand {1928)

Zora Neale Hurston, Jonah’s Gourd Vine (1934)

Dorothy West, The Living is Easy (1948}

Pearl Cleage’s Flyin’ West {1998}

Colson Whitehead, The Intuitionist {1999)
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Additionally there will he regular in-class handouts of critical articles and supplementary readings. These will also
be posted to Blackboard.

Course Assignments:
Course work and expectations will include;

e  Active Class Participation

* 2 literary Analysis Essays

e  Archival Research Group Project
¢ Midterm Exam

Summary Description of Course Assignments:

CLASS PARTICIPATION: This is not a lecture course; rather, it is discussion-based. In other words, participation is
MANDATORY. This is a reading and writing intensive course and | expect every student to come to class prepared
having read all of the assigned materials and ready to participate. You are responsible for the success of our class
discu sions and you will be required to participate on a daily basis. Given the structure--one that requires lively,
insightful discussion by all participants--the success of this class depends a great deal on the regufar attendance of
each class member,

ES5AYS: You will write two essays and a response paper in this course. These essay assignments will ask youtodo a
close reading/analysis of a specific passage or to analyze themes, characters, and events in literary texts by
developing and defending a thesis. 1 will pravide you with a handout and specific guidelines for each essay.
EXAMS: A midterm exam is required in this course. This exam will cover key terms and passages from the fiterary
texts we have read in the first half of the course. | wil give you detailed instructions about how to prepare for the
exam, as well as an extensive study guide sheet,

Archival Research Group Presentation: You will lead a discussion of a scholarly peer-reviewed essay for
approximately 20 minutes {in groups of four) to contextualize and historicize our discussion of the Great Black
Migration. Prepare yourself to be an expert on the schofarly critical essay assigned that day (this will involve
summarizing the authar’s argument, as well as the most salient points of the article, evaluating the author's
claims/evidence, or refuting the author’s claims). Make sure to come with a handout for the class that contains
at least five questions/comments for discussion. | will provide you with a handout for this assignment, and | will
distribute the assigned critical essays by the third week of class,

Course Grading ;

Grading scale for undergraduates:

A =90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%; £ = 50% or lower.
Unsubmitted work will receive a grade of 0.

Grad ! components and weights:
Final grade will be determined as follows:

¢ (Class Participation: 15%
e Essay #1—5-7 pages: 20%
s Essay #2—8-10 pages: 25%
s  Archival Research Group Project: 20%
e Midterm Exam: 20%
¢ total: 100%

Final Exam Information:
There will be no final exam for this class this semester, Please see the course calendar for the schedule of
assignments.

Mid-term Grades:
Mid-term grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the Academic Calendar
{http://www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htm)




Course Policies (as per the University of Kentucky, the College of Arts & Sclences, the Dept. of English, and this
class):

Submission of Assignments:

Assignments are due on the days listed or set in consultation with the instructor. In-class guizzes and
presentations cannot be made up without a valid excused absence. Papers may be submitted electronically on
the due-dates listed. Students are responsible for the successful transmission and reception of submitted
materials, whether via Blackboard or email. Email or computer failures will not be accepted as valid excuses
for late work. Late work will be penalized by a full letter grade for each day it is past the deadline.

Attendance and participation Policies:

This is an English class in which discussion, listening, and in-class guidance are absolutely central. Full
attendance is expected. Students will be allowed one week’s absence (2 ciass periods) without penalty. For
each absence beyond that, the attendance grade will be penalized by a letter grade for each absence. After
absences totalling 20% of class for any reason (i.e., 6+ absences for 16 weeks), students will fail the class and
will be expected to withdraw pursuant to S.R, 5.2.4.1-2,

Student participation is also an important and evaluated component of this course. The class participation
grade is not only based on attendance, but also is based on active contributions to class discussions and
activities through completing assignments, completing in-class work (both individual and group), blackboard
activities, and assigned reading prior to class. Students need o be sure to sign in or register for each class and
check blackboard regularly for announcements and discussion threads. Arriving late for class or leaving early
will negatively affect your participation grade. Please be sure to discuss any late arrivals or early departures
with the instructor. Ungraded assignments will be used in class throughout the semester and will count
towards your class participation.

Students are expected to actively participate in the class discussions by:

+  Coming to class having completed assigned readings and having prepared to discuss them when
appropriate;

Demonstrating an active interest in the topic being discussed by both verbal and nonverbal behaviors;
Participating in class discussion vs. engaging in non-relevant side conversations;

Demonstrating an active commitment to share thoughts and reactions with other students;

Assuming responsibility for involving other students in all subjects discussed {listening, asking questic ns,
and allowing space for others to contribute};

Sharing relevant information from one's knowledge base or life experiences with classmates;

¢ Respecting colleagues and their contributions with polite and tolerant behavior.

* 2 * =

Excused Absences:

Students need to notify the instructor of absences prior to class when possible. S.R. 5.2.4.2 defines the
following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: {a) serious illness, {b) illness or death of family member,
{c} University-related trips, {d} major religious holidays, and {e) other circumstances found to fit “reasonable
cause for nonattendance” by the professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the instructor in
writing of anticipated absences due to their ohservance of such holidays no later than the last day in the
semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious holidays may be obtained through the
religious liaison, Mr, Jake Karnes (859-257-2754).

Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for the semester
are missed {excused or unexcused} per university policy. '

Verification of Absences: :
Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused. Senate Rule
5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when students claim an excused




i bsence because of illness or death in the family, Appropriate notification of absences due to university-
related trips is required prior to the absence.

Academic Integrity:

Per university policy (S.R. 6.3.1), students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic records.
Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in alf courses. The minimum
penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on which the offense occurred. If the offense is
considered severe or the student has other academic offenses on their record, more serious penalties, up to
suspension from the university, may be imposed.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised to become familiar
with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.
Complete information can be found at the following website: http://www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of
ignorance is not acceptable as a defense against the charge of academic dishonesty. It is important that you
review this information as all ideas borrowed from others need to be properly credited.

Part i of Student Rights and Responsibilities states that all academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by
students to their instrectors or other academic supervisors, is expected to be the result of their own thought,
research, or self-expression. In cases where students feel unsure about the question of plagiarism involving
their own work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on the matter hefore submission. Please see the
Student Rights and Responsibilities available online: htip://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html,

1 /hen students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas, organization,
wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgement of the fact, the students
are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s work, whether it be a published
article, chapter of a book, a paper from a friend or some file, or something similar to this. Plagiarism also
includes the practice of employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a student
submits as his/her own, whoever that other person may be.

Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work
is done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone. When a student's assignment involves
research in outside sources of information, the student must carefully acknowledge exactly what, where, and
how he/she emploved them. If the words of someone else are used, the student must put guotation marks
around the passage in guestion and add an appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while
jeaving the organization, content and phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall
apply to those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public domain {Section
6.3.1}.

Please note: Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check for plagiarism.

Accommodations due to disability:

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see the instructor as
soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this course, you must
provide the instructor with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni
{.ym, 257-2754, email address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disablility services
availtable to students with disabilities.

Classroom Behavior:

1. Good decorum and civil hehavior is expected from all students at all times,

2. Please respect your classmates during class discussions. It is acceptable to disagree, but pleasedo soina

courteous and respectful manner.

Please do not forget that all assighments {unless otherwise noted) musT BE TYPED!

4. Please do not hesitate to make an appointment with me in order to discuss any problems that you are
having with writing or any other aspect of the course. '

5. Laptop computers and iPads are not permitted in class. Moreover, students texting, or using cell phones
for the internet, etc., during class will receive a zero for class participation.

w




Course schedule:
{subject to minor adjustments, in consultation with students)

Week Date Reading and work assignments due:
1 T William and Ellen Craft's Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom
Th Finish William and Ellen Craft’s Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom
2 T Charles Chesnutt’s “Uncle Wellington's Wives” {1899)
Th Charles Chesnutt’s “The Wife of His Youth” (1899}
3 T Paul Laurence Dunbar’s The Sport of the Gods {1902}
Th Finish Paul Laurence Dunbar’s The Sport of the Gods (1902}
4 T James Weldon Johnson’s The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man {1912; 1927)
Th Finish James Weldon Johnson’s The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man
5 T Nella Larsen’s Quicksand (1928)
Th Finish Nella Larsen’s Quicksand (1928)
6 T Zora Neale Hurston’s Jonah’s Gourd Vine {1934)
Th Zora Neale Hurston’s Jonah’s Gourd Vine {1934)
7 T Zora Neale Hurston’s Jonah’s Gourd Vine (1934)
Th Finish Zora Neale Hurston’s Jonah’s Gourd Vine {1934); Essay #1 due
8 T Selected Migrant Letters from the Journal of Negro History
“Th Midterm Exam
Semester mid-term (mid-term grades calculated based on Class Participation, Essay #1, and the Midterm
Examination}
9 T Dorothy West's The Living is Easy {1948)
Th Dorothy West's The Living is Easy {1948)
10 T Dorothy West's The Living is Easy (1948)
Th Dorothy West's The Living is Easy {1948)
11 T Dorothy West's The Living is Easy (1948)
Th Finish Dorothy West's The Living is Easy (1948)
12 T Continue reading Migrant Letters from the Journal of Negro History
Th Advertisements from the Chicago Defender
13 T Pearl Cleage’s Flyin” West {1998} Act One
Th Pearl Cleage’s Flyin’ West {1998} Act Two
14 T Colson Whitehead’s The Intuitionist {1999)
Th Colson Whitehead's The Intuitionist (1999)
15 T Colson Whitehead’s The Intuitionist (1999)

Th Colson Whitehead's The Intuitionist {1999)




16 T Dead week: consultations on final essays
Th Dead week: consultations on final essays

17 Finals week: final essay #2 due
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