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ENG 359
The Kentucky Literary Heritage
[Course days & times, classroon location here]

Instructor: Erik Reece

Office Address: 1327 POT

Email: erikreece@insightbb.com
Office Phone: 257-6996

Office hours: [instractor office hours TBA]

Course Description:

This course explores the rich literary heritage of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and the greater
Appalachian region, surveying its local history and diversity as well as its wider significance for
American art. Authors covered can include early figures such as William Wells Brown, the first African-
American novelist, and John Fox Jr., the first million-selling novelist; Robert Penn Warren, first Poet
Laureate of the United States and author of A/ the King’s Men; Elizabeth Madox Roberts; Harriette
Arnow, winner of the National Book Award in 1954 for The Dollmaker; counter-cultural writers of the
60’s and 70°s such as Hunter S, Thompson, Gurney Norman, and Ed McClanahan; contemporary
Kentucky writers such as Wendell Beiry, Erik Reece, Bobbie Ann Mason, Sara Jeter Naslund, C. E.
Morgan, Kim Edwards, and Gayle Jones; and contemporary award-winning poets such as Frank X
Walker, Nikky Finney, and Maurice Manning.

Prerequisites:
Completion of UK Core Composition and Communication I-II requirement or equivalent. Provides ENG
Major Elective credit and ENG minor credit.

Student Learning Outcomes:
After completing this course, the student will be able to:

1. Display a comprehensive understanding of the poetry, fiction and nonfiction produced by
Kentucky writers

2. Analyze and interpret Kentucky literature according to its various styles and gentes

3 Demonstrate an understanding of the many significant cultural influences on Kentucky

literature (e.g. religion, politics, gender roles, work and economics)
4, Write cogently and argumentatively about the literature of the area and its different periods

Course goals or objectives:
Student course goals and work products will include:

L. Reading a significant amount of literature from the state of Kentucky

2. Producing a significant amount of original writing showing critical engagement with the
subjects covered in the course;

3. Producing other work (e.g. presentations, quizzes, reading responses) as described in the

sytlabus (see below).

Required Materials:
Required textbooks include:

What My Heart Wants fo Tell, Verna Mae Slone
Given, Wendell Berry

Shiloh and Other Stories, Bobbie Ann Mason
Ultima Thule, Davis McCombs

Corregidora, Gayl Jones

The Husiler, Walter Tevis




All the Living, C.E. Morgan
Kinfolks, Gurney Norman

Additionally there will be regular in-class handouts of critical articles and supplementary readings. These
will also be posted to Blackboard.

Course Assignments: [nt this course, students will write three formal essays and keep a reading
Journal, perform a short play, and take a final exam.

Summary Description of Course Assignments:
The three formal essays will use various interpretative strategies to analyze the literature we read in this
class. Often the critical essays will call for comparative analysis. The reading journal will address the
Jollowing questions:
As “Kentucky writers,” what role does place play in each writer’s work?
What is each writer’s attitude foward contemporaty American (popular) culture?
What common themes and concerns to you see emerging between these writers?
What differences?
Why do these writers choose to work in one particular genre (e.g. poetry) as opposed
to another (e.g. shott story). Who does this change the message and the meaning of
their work?

6. Which writers speak most directly to your own experience?
The journal can also entertain questions raised in class and those spurred by your own response
to the essays. It should consist of a thoughtful, engaged dialogue with the authors. Each response
should be dated and fill one written page (200 words). As for the short play, four class members
will perform before the class Wendell Berry's play in verse, Sonata at Payne Hollow. The play
will also need a director. These five students will not have to write the second essay. I will call
for volunteers during the semester, and we will hold an audition as a class. Finally, each student
will be expected to participate actively in class discussion. Simply coming to class will not satisfy
the “class participation” component of this course. Students will be expected to apply very
carefil readings to these essays and fo examine their own experiences in relation fo these texts.
Lively class discussion and collective insight should follow.

o=

Course Grading :

Grading scale for undergraduates:

A =90-100%; B = 80-89%:; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%; E = 59% or lower.
Unsubmitted work will receive a grade of 0.

Grasie components and weights:

First Essay (five pages double-spaced) %15
Second Essay or Play (six pages double-spaced) %15
Third Essay %15
Reading Journal %20
Final Exam %25
Class Attendance and Participation %10
%100

Final Exam Information:
[final exam information as appropriate per semester.]




Mid-term Grades:
Mid-term grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the Academic Calendar
(http:/www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htm)

Course Policies (as per the University of Kentucky, the College of Arts & Sciences, the Dept. of
English, and this class):

Submission of Assignments:

Assignments are due on the days listed or set in consultation with the instructor. Quizzes cannot be
made up without a valid excused absence. Papers may be submitted electronically on the due-dates
listed. Students are responsible for the successful transmission and reception of submitted materials,
whether via Blackboard or email. Email or computer failures will not be accepted as valid excuses for

fate work. Late work will be penalized by a full letter grade for each day it is past the deadline.

Attendance and participation Policies:

This is an English class in which discussion, listening, and in-class guidance are absolutely central,
Full attendance is expected. Students will be allowed one week’s absence (2 class periods) without
penalty. Students who miss more than 10% of the class will have their final grade reduced by one
letter. After absences totalling 20% of class for any reason (i.e., 6+ absences for 16 weeks), students
will fail the class and will be expected to withdraw pursuvant to S.R. 5.2.4.1-2.

Student participation is also an important and evaluated component of this course. The class
participation grade is not only based on attendance, but also is based on active contributions to class
discussions and activities through completing assignments, completing in-class work (both individual
and group), blackboard activities, and assigned reading prior to class. Students need to be sure to sign
in or register for each class and check blackboard regularly for announcements and discussion
threads. Arriving late for class or leaving early will negatively affect your participation grade. Please
be sure to discuss any late arrivals or early departures with the instructor, Ungraded assignments will
be used in class throughout the semester and will count towards your class participation,

Students are expected to actively participate in the class discussions by:

e Coming to class having completed assigned readings and having prepared to discuss them when
appropriate;

e Demonstrating an active interest in the topic being discussed by both verbal and nonverbal
behaviors;
Participating in class discussion vs. engaging in non-relevant side conversations;
Demonstrating an active commitment to share thoughts and reactions with other students;
Assuming responsibility for involving other students in all subjects discussed (listening, asking
questions, and allowing space for others to contribute);
Sharing relevant information from one’s knowledge base or life experiences with classmates;
Respecting colleagues and their contributions with polite and tolerant behavior.

Excused Absences:

Students need to notify the instructor of absences prior to class when possible. S.R. 5.2.4.2 defines the
following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious illness, (b) illness or death of family
member, (c) University-related trips, (d) major religious holidays, and (e} other circumstances found
to fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance™ by the professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the
instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later thau the

last day in the semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious holidays may be
obtained through the religious liaison, Mr. Jake Karnes (859-257-2754).




Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for the
s 2mester are missed (excused or unexcused) per university policy.

Verification of Absences:

Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused. Senate
Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when students
claim an excused absence because of illness or death in the family. Appropriate notification of
absences due to university-related trips is required prior to the absence,

Academic Integrity:

Per university policy (S.R. 6.3.1), students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic
records. Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in all
courses. The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on which the offense
occurred. If the offense is considered severe or the student has other academic offenses on their
record, more serious penalties, up to suspension from the university, may be imposed,

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised to become
familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of Student Rights
and Responsibilities. Complete information can be found at the following website:
http:/f'www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense against the charge of
academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as all ideas borrowed from
others need to be properly credited.

Part IT of Student Rights and Responsibilities states that all academic work, written or otherwise,
submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisoss, is expected to he the result of
their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where students feel unsure about the question
of plagiarism involving their own work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on the matter
before submission. Please see the Student Rights and Responsibilities available online:
http://www.uky.edw/Student A ffairs/Code/part2.himl.

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgement of
the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s work,
whether it be a published article, chapter of a book, a paper from a friend or some file, or something
similar to this. Plagiarism also includes the practice of employing or allowing another person to alter
or revise the work which a student submits as his/her own, whoever that other person may be.

Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the
actual work is done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone. When a student’s
assignment involves research in cutside sources of information, the student must carefully
acknowiedge exactly what, where, and how he/she employed them. I the words of someone else are
used, the student must put quotation marks around the passage in question and add an appropriate
indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the organization, content and
rhraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to those ideas which
are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public domain (Section 6.3.1).

Piease note: Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check for
plagiarism.

Accommodations due to disability:

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see the instructor
as soon as possible during schedufed office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this course,
you must provide the instructor with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center




(Room 2, Alumni Gy, 257-2754, email address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of
campus disability services available to students with disabilities.

Classroom Behavior:
Good decorum and civil behavior is expected from all students at all times.

Other Policies: Any use of electronic devices in class will result in a 0% class participation grade.




Course schedule
(subject to minor adjustments, in consultation with students)

JANUARY
1/14: Introduction to the course

1/17: MLK Day
1/19: read What My Heart Wants to Tell (1-48)

1/21: read Hearr (49-76)

1/24: read Heart (77-112)

1/26: finish Heart

1/28: read Given by Wendell Berry (3-21)

1/31: read Given (25-35)

FEBRUARY

2/2: read “Fat Monroe” and “Night Ride” in Kinfolks by Gurney Norman

2/4: rea;d “Home for the Weekend” in Kinfolks and “The Ballad of Dan Gibson” (handout)

2/7: read “A Correspondence” in Kinfolks and “Devastating View from the Mountaintop” by
Silas House; listen to “Come All You Coal Miners” by Sarah Ogan Gunning

2/9: read “Maxine” in Kinfolks

2/11: read Given by Berry (55-78)

2/14: read Given (82-100)

2/16: conferencing for first essay

2/18: conferencing for first essay

2/21: FIRST ESSAY DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS

2/23: read “Sonata at Payne Hollow” in Given; auditions for play
2/25: read The Hustler by Walter Tevis (chapters 1-6)

2/28: read The Hustler (ch, 7-11}

MARCH

3/2: read The Hustler (ch. 12-17 )




%4: finish The Hustler

3/7: “Sonata at Payne Hollow” performed in class

3/9: read Given (103-117)

SPRING BREAK

3/21:
3/23:
3/25:;
3/28:

3/30:

read Corregidora by Gayl Jones (I)
read Corregidora (11}

read Corregidora (111)

finish Corregidora

read “Shiloh and” “Detroit Skyline, 1949 by Bobbie Ann Mason

APRIL

4/1: read “Offerings” and “Old Things” by Mason

4/4: read “Residents and Transients” and “The Retreat” by mason

4/6: read “’Graveyard Day” and “The Ocean,” by Mason

4/8: read Ultima Thule by Davis McCombs (25-51)

4/11:read “A New-Wave Format™ and “Nancy Culpepper” by Mason

4/13:

4/15:

4/15

4/18:
4/20:
4/22:
4/25;
4/27:

4/29:

class visit by Bobbie Ann Mason

read Ultima Thule by Davis McCombs (ix-21)

: ESSAY TWO DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS

read A/l the Living by C.E. Morgan (3-55)

read Living (55-105)

read Living (105-150)

finish Living; TURN IN READING JOURNALS
read Given (121-147)

concluding remarks and prepare for final exam
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