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ENG 341
Chaucer and His Contemporaries
[Course days & times, classroom location here]

Instructor: Dr. Matthew Giancarlo

Office Address: 1305 Patterson Office Tower
Email: matthew.giancarlo@uky.edu
Office Phone: 257-1587

Office hours: foffice hours TBA per semester]
Course Description:

A course covering medieval English literature from around the years 1350-1450 and centering on
the works of Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1340-1400), particularly his early dream-visions and The
Canterbury Tales, Other authors and texts may include William Langland’s Piers Plowman; the
poetry of john Gower; Sir Gawain and the Green Knight and the works of the Peari-Poet; Thomas
Hoccleve; Margery Kempe; anonymous romances and Arthurian narratives; and more. Topics
include courtly love and chivalry; Christian spirituality; women and gender roles; feudal politic;
and rebellion.

Prerequisites:
Completion of UK Core Composition and Communication I-II requirement or equivalent. Fulfills the
ENG Early Period requirement. Provides ENG Major Elective credit and ENG minor credit.

Student Learning Outcomes:
After completing this course, the student will be able to:

1 Identify major English poets and writers of the late medieval period;

2. Read Middle English poetry in the original language;

3. Analyze and interpret late medieval poetry according to its various styles and genres;

4 Understand and explain many of the significant cultural influences on the literature of
the period (e.g. religion, politics, gender roles, work and economics);

Publicly present a scholarly summary on a specific topic relating to the course material;
Write cogently and argumentatively about the literature of the period.

ISARE

Course goals or objectives:
Student course goals and work products will include:

1. Reading a significant amount of Middle English literature in the original language ar d in
translation;

2. Reading criticism and scholarship {e.g. journal articles and book chapters} about the
literature of the period;

3. Producing a significant amount of original writing showing critical engagement with the
subjects covered in the course;

4, Producing other work {e.g. presentations, quizzes, reading responses) as described in

the syllabus (see below).

Required Materials:
Required textbooks include:

1. Geoffrey Chaucer, Dream Visions and Other Poems, ed. Kathryn L. Lynch. Norton, 2007.

ISBN: 978-0-393-92588-3
2. Thomas Hoccleve, ‘My Compleinte’ and Other Poems, ed. Roger Ellis. Exeter, 2001. ISBN:

0-85989-701-X




3. The Bogk of Margery Kempe, ed. & trans. Lynn Staley. Norton, 2001. ISBN: 978-0-393-
97639-7

4, The Showings of Julian of Norwich, ed. Denise Baker. Norton, 2004. ISBN: 978-0-393-
97915-2

5. Piers Plowman, eds. Elizabeth Robertson and Stephen Shepherd. Norton, 2006. ISBN:
378-0-393-97559-8

6. The Complete Works of the Pear] Poet, eds. Malcolm Andrew and Ronald Waldron.
California, 1993, ISBN: 978-0-520-07871-0 ‘

7. John Mandeville, The Travels of Sir John Mandeville, trans. C.W.R.D. Moseley. Penguin,
2005, ISBN: 978-0-141-44143-6

3. King Arthur's Death: The Middle English Stanzaic Morte Arthur and Alliterative Morte
Arthure, eds. Larry Benson and Edward Foster. Revised edition. Western Michigan U.
Middle English Texts, 1994, ISBN 978-1-879-28838-6

Additionally there will be regular in-class handouts of critical articles and supplementary readings.
Thet e will also be posted to Blackboard.

Course Assignments:
Course work and expectations will include:

one Middle English oral reading examination

three critical essay assignments of approximately 5, 5, and 10-12 pages

five regular in-class quizzes

one in-class oral presentation per student, scheduled over the course of the term
regular attendance and participation

Summary Description of Course Assignments:

The focus in this course is on critical reading and critical writing, and also on developing the skills
necessary to read Middle English literature in its original language. The work will include an early
reading examination to foster the ability to read and understand Chaucer in Middle English; regular
in-class quizzes covering the assigned reading and background material; two shorter papers
focusing on close reading of specific works; and a larger term paper incorporating research. Each
essay will have a detailed assignment sheet explaining its parameters. Students will also make a
short in-class presentation on an author or topic of their choosing.

Course Grading :

Grading scale for undergraduates:

A = 90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%; E = 59% or lower.
Unsubmitted work will receive a grade of 0.

Grade components and weights:

¢ Middle English reading test: 5%

e In-class gquizzes (5): 25% (5% each)
e Critical paper #1 {5 pages): 10%

e Critical Paper #2 (5 pages): 15%

¢ In-class presentation: 10%

e Term paper (10-12 pages): 20%

s Attendance and participation: 15%

total: 100%




Final Exam Information:
There is no final examination for this 300-level class. Final grades are determined according to the
grade-weights given above. The research paper will be due at the beginning of Finals Week.

Mid-term Grades:
Mid-term grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the Academic Calendar
(http:/ /www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.hitm)

Course Policies (as per the University of Kentucky, the College of Arts & Sciences, the Dept. of
English, and this class):

Submission of Assignments:

Assignments are due on the days listed or set in consultation with the instructor, Quizzes
cannot be made up without a valid excused absence, Papers may be submitted electronically on
the due-dates listed. Students are responsible for the successful transmission and reception of
submitted materials, whether via Blackboard or email. Email or computer failures will not be
accepted as valid excuses for late work. Late work will be penalized by a full letter grade for

each day it is past the deadline.

Attendance and participation Policies:

This is an English class in which discussion, listening, and in-class guidance are absolutely
central. Full attendance is expected. Students will be allowed one week’s absence (2 class
periods) without penalty. For each absence beyond that, the attendance grade will be penalized
3 grade points. After absences totalling 20% of class for any reason (6+ absences for 15 weeks),
students will fail the class and will be expected to withdraw pursuant to S.R. 5.2.4.1-2.

Student participation is also an important and evaluated component of this course, The class
participation grade is not only based on attendance, but also is based on active contributions to
class discussions and activities through completing assignments, completing in-class work
{both individual and group), blackboard activities, and assigned reading prior to class. Students
need to be sure to sign in or register for each class and check blackboard regularly for
announcements and discussion threads. Arriving late for class or leaving early will negatively
affect your participation grade. Please be sure to discuss any late arrivals or early departures
with the instructor. Ungraded assignments will be used in class throughout the semester and
will count towards your class participation.

Students are expected to actively participate in the class discussions by:

o Coming to class having completed assigned readings and having prepared to discuss them
when appropriate;

e Demonstrating an active interest in the topic being discussed by both verbal and nonverbal
behaviors;

» Participating in class discussion vs. engaging in non-relevant side conversations;

s Demonstrating an active commitment to share thoughts and reactions with other students;

s Assuming responsibility for involving other students in all subjects discussed (listening,
asking questions, and allowing space for others to contribute};

e Sharing relevant information from one’s knowledge base or life experiences with
classmates;

¢ Respecting colleagues and their contributions with polite and tolerant behavior.




I'xcused Absences:

Students need to notify the instructor of absences prior to class when possible, S.R. 5.2.4.2
defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious illness, (b} illness
or death of family member, {c) University-related trips, {d) major religious holidays, and (e)
other circumstances found to fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the
instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later

than the last day in the semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious
holidays may be obtained through the religious liaison, Mr. Jake Karnes {859-257-2754).

Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for
the semester are missed (excused or unexcused} per university policy.

Verification of Absences:

Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused.
Senate Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when
students claim an excused absence because of illness or death in the family. Appropriate
notification of absences due to university-related trips is required prior to the absence.

Academic Integrity:

I'er university policy (S.R. 6.3.1), students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse
academic records. Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and
plagiarism in all courses. The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on
which the offense occurred, If the offense is considered severe or the student has other
academic offenses on their record, more serious penalties, up to suspension from the university,
may be imposed.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised to
become familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of
Student Rights and Responsibilities. Complete information can be found at the following
website: http://www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense
against the charge of academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as
all ideas borrowed from others need to be properly credited.

Part Il of Student Rights and Responsibilities states that all academic work, written or
otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is
expected to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where
students feel unsure about the question of plagiarism involving their own work, they are
obliged to consult their instructors on the matter before submission. Please see the Student
Rights and Responsibilities available online:
bittp://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/partZ.html.

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate
acknowledgement of the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes
reproducing someone else’s work, whether it be a published article, chapter of a book, a paper
from a friend or some file, or something similar to this. Plagiarism also includes the practice of
employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a student submits as
his/her own, whoever that other person may be.

Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when
the actual work is done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone. When a student’s




assignment involves research in outside sources of information, the student must carefully
acknowledge exactly what, where, and how he/she employed them. If the words of someone
else are used, the student must put guotation marks around the passage in guestion and add an
appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the organization,
content and phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to
those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public domain
(Section 6.3.1).

Please note: Any assighment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check
for plagiarism.

Accommodations due to disability:

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see the
instructor as soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive
accommodations in this course, you must provide the instructor with a Letter of
Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email
address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability services available to
students with disabilities.

Classrcom Behavior:

Good decorum and civil behavior is expected from all students at all times. Please be polite to
your fellow students and to your instructor. Please do not use electronic devices in class
(smartphones, computers) unless the activity is directly related to classroom work.




Course schedule:
(subject to updating and minor adjustments, in consultation with students})

Wee!: Date Reading and work assignments due:
1 T Course introduction, syllabus overview; beginning Middle English reading
Th Chaucer, Book of the Duchess 1
2 T Chaucer, Book of the Duchess 2; Quiz #1
Th Chaucer, Book of the Duchess 3 (concluded); Parliament of Fowls 1
3 T Chaucer, Parliament of Fowls 2; article #1
Th Chaucer, House of Fame 1; in-class presentations
Middle English reading tests this week: schedule with instructor
4 T Chaucer, House of Fame 2 {concluded); Hoccleve Serfes 1
Th Hoccleve, Series 2 {concluded); article #2; in-class presentations; Quiz #2
5 T The Book of Margery Kempe 1; in-class presentations
Th The Book of Margery Kempe 2; paper #1 short prospectus due
6 T The Book of Margery Kempe 3 (concluded); Julian of Norwich, Showings 1
Th Julian of Norwich, Showings 2 {concluded); in-class presentations
7 T Short paper #1 (5 pp.} due; Piers Plownman 1
Th Piers Plowman 2; in-class presentations
8 T Piers Plowman 3; article #3; in-class presentations
Th Piers Plowman 4 {concluded); quiz #3
Semester mid-term {mid-term grades calculated based on ME reading test; quizzes 1-3; essay #1; in-
class presentations; uttendance & participation)
9 T Mandevilie's Travels 1; in-class presentations
Th Mandeville’s Travels 2 (concluded)
10 T Pearl 1; in-class presentations
Th Pearl 2 {concluded); article #4; quiz #4
11 T Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 1; in-class presentations
Th Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 2; article #5; paper #2 prospectus due
12 T Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 3 (concluded); in-class presentations
Th short paper #2 (5 pp.) due; Middle English metrical romances 1
13 T Middle English metrical romances {selections] 2; in-class presentations
Th Middle English metrical romances 3 {concluded}
14 T Alliterative Morte Arthure 1; in-class presentations
Th Alliterative Morte Arthure 2; Quiz #5
15 T Alliterative Morte Arthure 3; Final research paper prospectus due
Th Alliterative Morte Arthure 4 (concluded)
16 T Dead week: research paper consultations
Th Dead week: research paper consultations
17 Finals weelk: paper #3 research paper (10-12 pp.) due
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