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ENG 339-001
Author Studies: Herman Melville
[Course days & times, clussroom location here)

Instructor: Dr. Michelie Sizemore

Office Address: 1259 POT

Email: michelle.sizemore@uky.edu
Office Phone: 257-8446

Office hours: [office hours TBA listed here]

Course Description:

An advanced course exploring the works of a single important author of English literature, or literature in
translation, from any period or naticnality. It focuses on developing a strong familiarity with the oeuvre of a
specific important writer. See departmental listings for different offerings per semester. No prerequisites.
Provides ENG Major Elective credit and ENG minor credit. May fulfill ENG Early Period requirement
depending on the course: see departmental listings for different offerings per semester.

This section of ENG 339 is an introduction to the major writings of Herman Melville, and, more
generally, to the American literary, cultural, and political scene in the second half of the nineteenth
century. Melville’s works will help us engage some of the most important and contested ideas circulating in
nineteenth-century US culture about gender and sexuality, class confliet and slavery, alienation and
individualism, technological change and the growth of capitalism, and American exceptionalism and
American imperialism. To help us understand Melville's literary style, his intellectual passions, and his place
within the literature and history of the nineteenth century, we will cover a wide range of selections, including
perhaps the best-known novel of the American Renaissance, Moby-Dick, and lesser-known works of poetry
and prose from later in his career.

Prerequisites:

Prerequisite: completion of UK Core Composition and Communication I-1I requirement or equivalent.
Provides ENG Major Elective credit and ENG minor credit. May be repeated to a maximum of 9 hours under
different subtitles. May fulfill ENG Early Period requirement depending on the course: see departmental
listings for different offerings per semester.

Student Learning Outcomes:
After completing this course, the student will be able to:

1. Analyze and interpret the writings of Herman Melville according to various styles and genres;

2. Identify literary trends, intellectual movements, and historical and cultural contexts germane to the
writings of Herman Melville;

3. Apply critical and theoretical approaches to literary texts, in particular, New Historicism,
Postcolonial Studies, Cultural Studies, Environmental Studies, and Feminist Theory;

4. Communicate and exchange ideas with others in a public forum;

5. Present scholarly work on a specific topic relating to the course material;

6. Write text-based argumentative essays.

Course goals or objectives:
Student course goals and work products will include:

1. Reading a challenging selection of writings by a major American Renaissance figure, Herman
Melville;

2. Reading criticism and scholarship {e.g. journal articles and book chapters) about Melville’s writing
and the literature of the period;

3. Producing a significant amount original writing showing critical engagement with the subjects
covered in the course;

4, Producing other work (e.g. presentations, exams, online responses) as described in the syllabus (see
below).

sy




Required Materials:
Required textbooks include:

Herman Melville, Mohy Dick. (Longman, 2007).

Herman Melville, Billy Budd and Other Stories. (Penguin, 1986).
Herman Melville, Typee. (Penguin, 1996).

Herman Melville, Pierre, {Penguin, 1996).

Herman Melville, Bartleby and Benito Cereno. {Dover, 1990).
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Additionally there will be handouts of critical articles and supplementary readings. These will be posted to
Blackboard.

Course Assignments:
Course work and expectations will include:

Two critical essays of approximatetly 3-5 and 8-10 pages

Two exams: a take-home midterm exan: and an in-class final exam
An in-class oral presentation during the final week of classes
Online discussion

Regular attendance and participation

* o & =~ &

Summary Description of Course Assignments:

This course focuses on critical reading, critical writing, and enhancing strategies for analyzing literary texts
from multiple critical and theoretical perspectives. The first major assignment, essay #1, will be a short close
reading essay designed to hone students’ ability to work closely with language and to analyze with precision.
The two exams and online discussions will build on the close reading skills from essay #1 and require
students to formulate analytical responses to our critical readings; essay #2 synthesizes the above skills and
incorporates outside research; in the presentation, students will teach the class about the topic they
researched in their second essay. Students will received detailed instructions for all assignments far in
advance of the deadline.

Course Grading:

Grading scale for undergraduates:

A =90-100%; B = 80-89%; C=70-79%; D = 60-69%; E = 59% or lower.
Unsubmitted work will receive a grade of 0.

Grade components and weights:

«  Essay #1 (4-5 pages): 15%
¢ Take-home Midterm Exam {6-8 pages): 15%
s  Presentatiom: 10%
s Essay #2 (8-10 pages): 20%
s  Online Discussion (4-6 pages}: 10%
» Attendance and participation: 15%
s Final Exam: 15%
total: 100%

Final Exam Inforimation:

The final exam for this class will be given on the day & time determined by the Registrar for classes in our
time slot.

Mid-term Grades:
Mid-terin grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the Academic Calendar
(http: / /www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htm)




Course Policies (as per the University of Kentucky, the College of Arts & Sciences, the Dept. of English,
and this class):

Submission of Assignments:

Assignments are due on the days listed or set in consultation with the instructor. Quizzes cannot be 1aade
up without a valid excused absence. Papers may be submitted electronically on the due-dates listed.
Students are responsible for the successful transmission and reception of submitted materials, whether
via Blackboard or email. Email or computer failures will not be accepted as valid excuses for late work.
Late work will be penalized by a full letter grade for each day it is past the deadline.

Attendance and Participation Policies:

This is an English class in which discussion, listening, and in-class guidance are absolutely central. Full

attendance is expected. Students will be allowed one week’s absence (2 class periods) without penalty.

For each absence beyond that, the attendance grade will be penalized 3 grade points. After absences

totaling 20% of class for any reason (i.e., 6+ absences for 16 weeks), students will fail the class and will be
. expected to withdraw pursunant to S.R. 5.2.4.1-2,

Student participation is also an important and evaluated component of this course. The class
participation grade is not only based on attendance, but also is based on active contributions to class

discussions and activities through completing assignments, completing in-class work (both individual
and group), blackboard activities, and assigned reading prior to class. Students need to be sure to sign in

or register for each class and check blackhoard regularly for announcements and discussion threads.
Arriving late for class or leaving early will negatively affect your participation grade. Please be sure to

discuss any late arrivals or early departures with the instructor. Ungraded assignments will be used in
class throughout the semester and will count towards your class participation.

Students are expected to actively participate in the class discussions by:
¢ Coming to class having completed assigned readings and having prepared to discuss them when

appropriate;

e Demonstrating an active interest in the topic being discussed by both verbal and nonverbal
behaviors;
Participating in class discussion vs. engaging in non-relevant side conversations;
Demonstrating an active commitinent to share thoughts and reactions with other students;
Assuming responsibility for involving other students in all subjects discussed (listening, asking
questions, and allowing space for others to contribute);

s Sharing relevant information from one’s knowledge base or life experiences with classmates;
Respecting colleagues and their contributions with polite and tolerant behavior.

Excused Absences:

Students need to notify the instructor of absences prior to class when possible. S.R. 5.2.4.2 defines the
following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious illness, (b} illness or death of family
member, {c) University-related trips, [d) major religious holidays, and (e) other circumstances found to
fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the instructor
in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later than the last day in
the semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious holidays may be obtained
through the religious liaison, Mr. Jake Karnes {859-257-2754).

Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for the
semester are missed {excused or unexcused) per university policy.

Verification of Absences:




Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused. Senate Rule
5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when students claim an
excused absence because of illness or death in the family. Appropriate notification of absences due to
university-related trips is required prior to the absence.

Academic Integrity:

Per university policy (S.R. 6.3.1), students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic
records. Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in all courses.
The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on which the offense occurred. If the
offense is considered severe or the student has other academic offenses on their record, more serious
penalties, up to suspension from the university, may be imposed.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Fach student is advised to become
familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of Student Rights and
Responsibilities. Complete information can be found at the following website:

http:/ fwww.ukyv.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense against the charge of
academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as all ideas borrowed from others
need to be properly credited.

Part I1 of Student Rights and Responsibilities states that all academic work, written or otherwise,
submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is expected to be the resuit of
their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where students feel unsure about the question of
plagiarism involving their own work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on the matter before
submission. Please see the Student Rights and Responsibilities available online:

http: / fwww.uky.edu /StudentAffairs /Code/part2.himk.

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,

¢ rganization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate acknowledgement of
the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s work,
whether it be a published article, chapter of a book, a paper from a friend or some file, or something
similar to this. Plagiarism also includes the practice of employing or allowing another person to alter or
revise the work which a student submits as his/her own, whoever that other persen may be.

Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructer or tutor, but when the actual
work is done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone. When a student’s assignment
involves research in outside sources of information, the stndent must carefully acknowledge exactly
what, where, and how he/she employed them. If the words of someone else arve used, the student must

put guokation marks around the passage in guestion and add an appropiiate indication of its origin.
Making simple changes while leaving the organization, content and phraseology intact is plagiaristic.

However, nothing in these Rutes shall apply to those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as
to be a part of the public domain {Section 6.3.1).

Please note: Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check for
plagiarism.

Accommodations due to disability:

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see the instructor as
soon as possible during scheduted office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this course, you
must provide the instructor with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room
?, Alamni Gym, 257-2754, email address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability
services available to students with disabilities.

Classroom Behavior:

Good decorum and civil behavior is expected from all students at all times. Good classroom citizenship
requires a few basic considerations beyond preparing for and actively participating in classroom
activities. I expect you to be on time for class; repeated tardies will be counted as absences. You will need
to bring all necessary materials to class, including textbooks, paper, a pen, etc. All members of the
classroom {including me} should turn off their cell phones, I-pods, etc. and put them away promptly




when class begins. | expect that you will pay attention and avoid distracting others by talking, sleeping,
reading the newspaper, etc. In short, please be courteous to your fellow students and to me while you're
in class. [ will ask you to leave for repeated or excessive disruptions.

Electronic Aids

I do permit laptops, i-Pads, Kindles, etc.—as long as they are used in service of the class. You should feel
free to use these approved electronic devices to read our primary texts, take notes, access reading
materials on Blackboard, search for supplementary information, etc. Please refrain from using these
devices for reasons unrelated to class. If I feel that your usage is a distraction, I will ask you to leave your
computers at home.




Course schedule:
(subject to minor adjustments, in consultation with students)

Week Date Reading and work assignments due:
1 T Course introduction
Th Melville, Typee {1846}
2 T Melville, Typee
Th Melville, Typee
3 T Melville, Typee
Th Hawthorne's letters to Melville on Mohy-Dick (1851)
Melville's letters to Hawthorne on Moby-Dick {1851)
4 T Melville, Moby-Dick (1851}
Th Melville, Mohy-Dick
F Essay #1 Due
5 T Melville, Moby-Dick
Th Melville, Mohy-Dick
6 T Melville, Mohy-Dick
Th Melville, Moby-Dick
7 T Melville, Moby-Dick
Th Melville, Moby-Dick
8 T Melville, “Bartleby, the Scrivener” {1853)
Th Melville, “Bartleby, the Scrivener”
F Take-home Midterm Exam Due
Semester mid-term {mid-term grades calculated based on essay #1, midterm exam, in-class discussion, and online
discussion }
9 T Melville, Benito Cereno (1855}
Th Melville, Benito Cereno
10 T Melville, Pierre, or the Ambiguities (1852)
Th Melville, Pierre, or the Ambiguities
11 T Melville, Pierre, or the Ambiguities
Th Melville, Pierre, or the Ambiguities
12 T Melville, “The Piazza” {1856)
Th Melville, “The Encantadas” (1856}
13 T Melville, "The Paradise of Bachelors and the Tartarus of 0ld Maids” (1855)
Th Melville, “The Paradise of Bachelors and the Tartarus of Oid Maids”
F Essay #2 Due
14 T Melville, Excerpts from Battle-Pieces {1866)
Th Melville, Excerpts from Battle-Pieces {1866)
15 T Melville, Billy Budd {1886-1891)
Th Melville, Billy Budd
16 i3 Presentations (Dead week)
Th Presentations (Dead week)

17

Finals weeli: Final Exam
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