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UK English 241-001, Fail 2013
Survey of British Literature I

Instructor: Dr. Matthew Giancarlo
Teaching Assistant: Mr. . Seth Lee
Office Address: 1305 Patterson Office Tower

Email: matthew.giancarto@uky.edu, j.sethlee@uky.edu
Office Phone: 257-1587
Office hours: T-Th 9:30-10:45

Course Description:

A survey of British literature from the Anglo-Saxon period to the later seventeenth century, with
emphasis on different genres, periods, and cultural characteristics of the early English literary
tradition. Texts and authors covered include Beowulf and Old English elegaic poetry; Middle English
poetry and selections from Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales; Renaissance lyrics, sonnets, and
narrative poetry; the drama of Shakespeare; selections from John Milton’s Paradise Lost; and more.

This is reading survey of British literature from Beowulf to Milton (500-1700), with special
attention given to 0ld English, the Gawain-poet, Geoffrey Chaucer, Renaissance lyric, Edmund
Spenser, Philip Sidney and the sonnet form, William Shakespeare’s drama, Seventeenth Century
metaphysical lyric, and John Milton's Paradise Lost. The focus of this course is almost exclusively on
poetry, with a few prose texts. There are also readings in historical background for context,

Prerequisites:
None. Lecture. Fulfills ENG major Historical Survey Requirement and Early Period requirement.
Provides ENG minor credit.

Student Learning Outcomes:

The three primary goals of this class are these: 1) a comprehensive introduction to canonical early
English literature; 2) an introduction to some of the most important literary genres (e.g. epic, lyric,
drama) and analytical categories & terms (e.g. character, irony, meter, imagery) for understand ing
literature; and 3) interest, argument, and enjoyment.

After completing this course, the student will be able to:

1. Identify major English poets and writers of the early British literary tradition;

2. Understand and explain many of the significant cultural influences on the literature of
from the 7t century to the 17t century (e.g. religion, politics, gender roles, work and
economics);

3. Use and understand basic terminology of literary analysis (relating to meter, genre,
style, and content);

4, Analyze and interpret specific works of older British literature that stand at the
foundation of the English-language literary tradition;

5. Critique the parameters of canon-formation and literary tradition;

6. Read Middle English and Early Modern English literature in the original language.

Required Materials:

The Norton Anthology of English Literature Vol. I: The Middle Ages through the Restoration and
Eighteenth Century, 8t edition, Volume I parts A & B (Norton, 2006). ISBN 978-0393927177 and
978-0393527184.
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Grauing;:

Grading scaie for undergraduates:

A =90-100%; B = 80-899%; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%: E = 59% or lower.
Unsubmitted work will receive a grade of 0.

Grades will be determined with these percentage weights:

309% weekly quizzes: 7 quizzes total, 6 for credit, = 5% per quiz
30% final exam

20% mid-term exam

20% participation and attendance, and possible in-class exercises

e & & o

Assignments and Description of Work:

The quizzes will be given about every three or four class periods, starting in Week 3. There will be
7 quizzes. Your top 6 quiz scores will count toward your quiz grade. The mid-term exam will be
given in class in Week 8. It will cover all course material studied to that point. The final exam wiil
be given on the day & time determined by the University. [t will cover all of the course material for
the entire semester. In-class exercises will be small exercises assigned at the instructor’s
discretion during the terim. These may include short writing responses, composing a sonnet, being
responsible for a reading question, or something else. These generally will be graded pass-fail.

Final Exam Information:
The final exam will be given on the day and time assigned by the Registrar for a class in this time-
slot. Please see the course calendar.

Mid-term Grades:
Mid-term grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the Academic Calendar
(bttp:/ /www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htm)

Course Policies (as per the University of Kentucky, the College of Arts & Sciences, the Dept. of
English, and this class):

Submission of Assignments:

Assignments are due on the days listed or set in consultation with the instructor. Quizzes
cannot be made up without a valid excused absence. Written assignments may be submitted
electronically on the due-dates listed. Students are responsible for the successful transmission
and reception of submitted materials, whether via Blackboard or email. Email or computer
failures will not be accepted as valid excuses for late work, Late work will be penalized by a full

letter grade for each day it is past the deadline.

Attendance Policy:

nttendance is expected and mandatory. Each student can have two absences, for any reason,
and still get an A (95%) for attendance. But each further day of absence will earn a letter grade
reduction (-10%}) in the participation grade. Missing more than 20% of classes {i.e., 7 or more
during the semester) will result in a mandatory W or [ (a “Permissive Withdrawl”), as per
University Senate Rues 5.1.8.3 and 5.2.4.2. Please notify me if there are emergencies or
problems, as per University Senate Rule 5.2.4.2. All University policies regarding disability
accommodation will be observed.
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Excused Absences:

Students need to notify the instructor of absences prior to class when possible. S.R. 5.2.4.2
defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious illness, (b) illness
or death of family member, (c) University-related trips, (d) major religious holidays, and (€]
other circumstances found to fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the
instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no latzr

than the last day in the semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious
holidays may be obtained through the religious liaison, Mr. Jake Karnes (859-257-2754).

Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for
the semester are missed (excused or unexcused) per university policy.

Verification of Absences:

Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused.
Senate Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when
students claim an excused absence because of illness or death in the family. Appropriate
notification of absences due to university-related trips is required prior to the absence.

Academic Integrity:

Per university policy (S.R. 6.3.1), students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse
academic records. Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and
plagiarism in all courses. The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on
which the offense occurred. If the offense is considered severe or the student has other
academic offenses on their record, more serious penalties, up to suspension from the university,
may be imposed.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised 0
become familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of
Student Rights and Responsibilities. Complete information can be found at the following
website: http://www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense
against the charge of academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as
all ideas borrowed from others need to be properly credited.

Part I1 of Student Rights and Responsibilities states that all academic work, written or
otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is
expected to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where
students feel unsure about the question of plagiarism involving their own work, they are
obliged to consult their instructors on the matter before submission. Please see the Student
Rights and Responsibilities available online:

http:/ [www.uky.eduZStudentAffairs /Code/partZ.html

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate
acknowledgement of the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes .
reproducing someone else’s work, whether it be a published article, chapter of a book, a paper
from a friend or some file, or something similar to this, Plagiarism also includes the practice of
employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a student submits as
his/her own, whoever that other person may be.
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Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when
thae actual work is done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone, When a student’s

assignment involves research in outside sources of information, the student must carefully

acknowledge exactly what, where, and how he/she employed them. If the words of someone
else are used, the student must put quotation marks around the passage in question and add an
appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the organization,
content and phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to
those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public domain
{Section 6.3.1).

Please note: Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check
for plagiarism,

Accommodations due to disability:

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see the
instructor as soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive
accommodations in this course, you must provide the instructor with a Letter of
Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center {Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email
address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu} for coordination of campus disability services available to
students with disabilities.

Classroom Behavior:
{:00d decorum and civil behavior is expected from all students at all times.
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10.

Guidelines for this course:

Come to all the classes and do all the reading.
Barring unforeseen circumstances, 1 will be here for every class. My expectation is that you will be, too. A

roll sheet or a quiz will be distributed at every class. Your personal signature on the roll or quiz is
required for attendance credit.

Bring vour textbook and syllabus to every class.
For the next 16 weeks the Norton Anthology will be the text from which we will share our readings. { will

be citing them, quoting them, analyzing them and arguing with them. While you can just sit and listen,
you will do much better if you have the text in front of you to read as well.

Don’t get bogged down in the reading.
This class is explicitly designed as a reading class. There is a lot of reading. Some days it will be heavier

than others. Overall, the syllabus is designed with the expectation that for each class, you will spend
about one solid hour doing the reading—sometimes a bit more, sometimes a bit less. If you don’t
understand something, don’t get too bogged down or frustrated. Keep reading. This is challenging
material. That's why it is taught at the college level. Do the reading, take some notes, prepare for quizzes,
and then come to lecture ready to learn about what you've just read.

Take your own notes.
1 will organize the lectures to provide both background material and interpretive reading. Occasionally [

will provide outlines. A lot of time during lecture will be given over to reading out loud and to “active”
reading: deliberation, interpretation, and assessment. This is to help explain the literature, but also to
provide you with models of discursive analysis, Take notes!

Get all the handouts and keep them.
Take notes on these, too. When the semester ends, you will then have a much better record of what

you've learned and they will be a valuable resource for studying for the final,

Hold on to your quizzes.

Ask guestions.
This is a large lecture class, but I really don’t mind if you raise your hand and ask a question. I want to

elicit questions and comments directly from you as the semester progresses.

Come to office hours.

The syllabus may change slightly.
The grading structure of this course will not change and overall the assignments will not change. But

other things might. I might add or remove specific items from the reading. I might assign some in-class
exercises. I might assign short response papers or substitute one for a quiz. I might break you into small
groups for discussion. | might ask you to recite some poetry out loud. I might even give mastery quizzes
at the end of class to help your memory. Please do not be upset if 1 exercise my judgment in introducing a
bit of flexibility into the course.

Please be polite.
Please be considerate to me and to your classmates, Do not arrive late; if you are late, please take a seat

quietly. If you must leave early, please sit by the door and leave quietly. Turn off your cellphone ringer.
Please do not get up to go to the bathroom, get a snack, walk around, rustle to get your bags together, and
so forth. I promise that I will let you out on time, every time. But for the time [ have you in class, [ want
your attention and invelvement, For my part, | will do my very best to be organized, informative, and
engaging.
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UK English 241-001, Fall 2013, T-Th 9:30-10:45, Prof, Giancarlo
Class syllabus reading schedule

NA = Norton Anthology of English Literature. Eighth Edition, Volumes IA-IB, or combined Volume I,

In-class handout = photocopy pages distributed during lectures.

Week Date _Class subjects reading assignments, quiz days* and exams**

1 [dates] Course Introduction: review of syllabus, grading, and class policies. Introduction to
English literary and linguistic history: early English history; the Old English language.
Reading: “The Middle Ages to ca. 1485,” NA 1-15: read for background.
“Medieval English,” NA 15-21: we will go over this material in class.
The Venerable Bede, “Ecclesiastical History of the English People: The Story of
Ceedmon,” NA 24-27 and in-class handout.

2 Old English: Alliterative poetry; heroic, elegiac, and biblical themes; dream vision, allegory.

Reading: “The Wanderer,” NA111-113

“The Wife's Lament,” NA 113-14

“The Dream of the Rood,” NA 27-29

the Old English version of “Genesis”, in-class handout

begin reading Beowulf, NA 29-34, 34-61
Old English continued: character, heroism, and the social world of Old English folk epic.
Reading: Beowulf, NA 29-34, 34-61; 61-80.

3 * Quiz #1: first quiz over understanding Old English poetry and Beowulf,
Reading: Beowulf continued.
Beowulf and Old English concluded. Intreduction and background to medieval chronicle and
romance in the transition to Middle English.
Reading: Beowulf, NA 61-80, 80-100 (end).
Geoffrey of Menmouth, “History of the Kings of Britain,” NA 118-120; the story of

Leir and his daughters, in-class handout.

4 Early Middle English: Chronicle and legendary history; the Norman Conquest of 1066 and
Anglo-Norman; feudalism, monarchy, estates; Breton lai and Arthurianisn.
Reading: Marie de France, “Lanval”, “Chevrefoil”, NA 141-157.
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, parts 1& 2, NA 160-62, 162-185.
* Quiz #2 on early Middle English, Marie de France, and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. Late
Middle English, The Ricardian Era {1377-1400): history; late alliterative poetry; rhyme;
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narrative poetry; chivalry, courtly love; character and characterization.

Reading: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight concluded, NA 185-213 (end).

Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1343-1400): Biography and background; plague, revolt, religious

controversy; English society and estates; influence of continental poetry {French & Italian};

verse forms and rhyme; character, narrator, and irony.

Reading: “Geoffrey Chaucer”, NA 213-216 {background)
The Canterbury Tales, “General Prologue”, NA 216-218; 218-231: lines 1-42
(opening), 43-78 (the Knight)}, 79-100 {the Squire), 101-117 {the Yeoman); 118-
162 (the Prioress), 165-207 (the Monk)

Chaucer continued: saints and rascals; high and low; earnest and game; men and women;

experience and authority; sex and church doctrine; fantasy and reality.

Reading: The Canterbury Tales, “General Prologue” concluded, NA 231-238: lines 287-310
(the Clerk), 311-332 {the Sergeant of the Law}, 333-362 (the Franklin), 447-478
(the Wife of Bath), 479-53, 531-543 (the Parson and the Plowman); 547-568 {the
Miller); 671-716 {the Pardoner); 717-860: the Host’s challenge and the beginning
of the tale-telling contest.
The Canterbury Tales, "'The Wife of Bath’s Prologue”, NA 256-275, lines 1-862
{read this with the provided outline)

Chaucer continued: Quiz #3 on Chaucer's language, the “General Prologue”, the Wife of
Bath’s “Prologue”
Reading: "The Wife of Bath's Prologue” and “Tale”, NA 275-284, lines 863-1270
“The Pardoner’s Prologue” and “Tale”, NA 284-298 (complete)
Geoffrey Chaucer and William Langland: late medieval social criticism, spirituality, and
narrative form; Lollardy and the church; character, allegory, and theology.
Reading: “The Pardoner's Prologue and Tale”, NA 284-298
The Vision of Piers Plowman, NA 331-333, 333-340, Prologue and Passus I;
excerpts and summary of Passiis 1-7.
Popular genres: medieval drama and lyric: styles of devotional and secular lyric; origins
and types of drama: liturgical, civie cycle, mystery, morality; dramatic character and action.
Reading: “The Wakefield Second Shepherds’ Play”, NA 407-435.
Everyman, NA 463-484.

Popular genres concluded.

Mid-term exam in class
Tudor England, Renaissance Lyric, and the Sonnet: historical context; Petrarchan

conceits; lyric forms and subjectivity; construction of the sonnet and close reading of lyric.
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10

11

12

Reading: “The Sixteenth Century, “ NA 485-513 {background}
Francis Petrarch, sonnet examples {in-class handout)
Sir Thomas Wyatt the Elder, lyrics, NA 594-604: “The long love that in my thought

e at

doth harbor”, “Whoseo list to hunt”, “Farewel}, Love”, "I find no peace”, "My galley
charged with forgetfulness”, “They flee from me”, “My lute, awake!”

Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, lyrics, NA 607-615: “The soote season”, “Love, that
doth reign and live within my thought”, “Alas! Se all things now do hold their

peace”

Renaissance lyric continued: Elizabeth, Ralegh, Marlowe, Spenser: Elizabethan court culture;
melancholy and pastoral.
Reading: Verse exchange between Elizabeth and Ralegh, NA 698-699,
Elizabeth I, NA 695-6: “The doubt of future foes”, “On Monsieur’s Departure”.
Christopher Marlowe, NA 1022: “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love”.
Sir Walter Ralegh, NA 917-923: “The Nymph's Reply to the Shepherd”, “What is
our life?”, “Sir Walter Ralegh to HBis Son”, “The Lie”, “Farewell, false love”, “Nature,
that washed her hands in milk”, “The Author’s Epitaph, Made by Himself",
Edmund Spenser, 708-713: The Shepheardes Calender, “Aegloga Decima”
Quiz # 4 on lyrics and the sonnet form; Renaissance lyric continued: poesy and the freedom
of creation; Sidney & Spenser and the sonnet sequence,
Reading: “Sir Philip Sidney”, NA 947-948 {background)
Astrophil and Stella, NA 975-992 (selections)
“Edmund Spenser”, NA 705-707 (background)
Amoretti and Epithalamion, NA 902-916 (selections)

Spring Break, no class; begin reading Faerie Queene

Edmund Spenser (1552-1599): Spenser “The Poet’s Poet”; Eurcepean epic romance;

allegory; ‘Renaissance self-fashioning’ and political didacticism.

Reading: The Faerie Queene, Book I, “The Legende of the Knight of the Red Crosse”, NA 714-
752: “Letter of the Authors” Introductory stanzas, and Cantos 1-3.

Spenser continued: the various strategies of allegory

Reading: The Faerie Queene, Book I continued, NA 752-786: Cantos 4-6 [selections).

Quiz #5 on Spenser’s Faerie Queene, cantos 1-9 (selections).

Reading: The Faerie Queens, Book | continued, NA 786-820: Cantos 7-9 (selections).
Reading: The Faerie Queene, Book I concluded, NA 820-856: Cantos 10-12 (end}. Begin
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night.
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13

14

15

William Shakespeare (1564-1616) and Elizabethan drama: Shakespeare the center of
the English canon; Shakespeare the innovator, The “invention of the human” and the re-
creation of Everyman, The text of Shakespeare.
Reading: “William Shakespeare”, NA 1058-1060 (background)

Twelfth Night Acts FI11, NA 1077-1124.
Quiz #6 on Shakespeare and Twelfth Night.
Reading: Twelfth Night, Acts I11-V, NA 1108-1139 (end)

King Lear, Acts 1-11], NA 1139-1195.

Shakespeare concluded: King Lear as revision and violation of genre.
Reading: King Lear, Acts I1I-V, NA 1180-1223 {end). Begin Donne.
The Seventeenth Century and the “Metaphysical Poets”: Metaphysical conceits, the
radical reframing of lyric; reading a metaphysical “lyric”. Men & women revisited and the
17th century emergence of a female poetic voice.
Reading: “John Donne”, NA 1260-1262 {background)

Donne lyrics, NA 1263-1281: "The Bait”, “The Flea”, “the Good Morrow”, “Song”,

“Fhe Sun Rising”, “The Indifferent”, “The Canonization”, “A Valediction: Forbidding

Mourning”.

Robert Herrick lyrics, NA, 1655-1666: “The Vine”, “Delight in Disorder”, “"Corinna’s

Going A-Maying”, "To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time”,
Katherine Philips lyrics, NA 1690-1695 (all).
Andrew Marvell yrics, NA 1695-1736; “To His Coy Mistress”, “The Definition of

Love”, “The Mower to the Glowworms”, “Fhe Mower’s Song”.

Aemilia Lanyer lyrics, NA 1314-1319: Salve Deus Rex Judaeorum, “Eve’s Apology”.

Margaret Cavendish lyrics, NA 1773-1776: “The Poetess’s Hasty Resolution”,
“Hunting of the Hare”.
Mary Wroth sonnets, NA 1457-61: Pamphilia to Amphilanthus (all}.

John Milton (1608-1674): the greatest English epic poet. History of the Revelution and
interregnum; Milton the propagandist and controversialist; Milton the destined poet.
Milton’s Satan.

Reading: “John Milton”, NA 1785-1789 (background)

Sonnets: “How Soon Hath Time” and “When I Consider How My Light is Spent”, NA

1826-28

Paradise Lost Book 1, NA 1831-1850
Quiz #7 on Milton and Paradise Lost Books 1-4.
Reading: Paradise Lost Books 2-4, NA 1850-1908.
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16 Milton's Paradise Lost continued
Reading: Paradise Lost, Books 5-9
Milton's Paradise Lost continued
Reading: Paradise Lost, Books 10-12 {selections, end].

Course conclusion; retrospective overview; course evaluations.

17 *E Final Exam: XXX [day & time set by Registrar] : exam covering the entire semester.

Quiz dates: XXX [dates entered here]

Exam dates: XXX [dates entered here]
Othe 'important dates: XXX [date entered here]: last day to change grade option or drop a course

XXX [date entered here]: semester mid-term

XXX [date entered here]: last day to withdraw (W) from a course
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