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ENG 274
Classics of Western Literature
ICourse days & times, classroom location here]

Instructor: Dr, Michael Trask
Office Address: 1623 POT

Email: matras2@uky.edu
Office Phone: 257-6996

Office hours: TBA

Course Description:

A study of selected works by major Western authors from the Bible and ancient Greek literature
through the Renaissance and Enlightenment periods, and later. Emphasis is on the study of genres,
themes, characters, and literary forms that have had an enduring presence in Western culture.
Texts may include Homer’s lliad and Odyssey; selections from the Old Testament; classical Greek
drama; Virgil’s Aeneid; Dante’s Divine Comedy; Cervantes’ Don Quixote; and others.

This course introduces students to some of the “greatest hits” of the Western canon. These are not
only literary works that all serious persons should be acquainted with, but also works that are a
good deal of fun to read in their own right. Our approach to these texts will thus tack between
solemn respect for their magnitude and delight in their high body-counts, their engrossing (or
simply gross) psychodramas, their masterful storytelling, and their wicked humor. We'll make an
effort to place these works in historical context while also being mindful of their agelessness. This
course will provide students with a vital grounding in the foundational themes and sources of the
western literary tradition, And it will afford students in pursuit of other degrees a means to impress
their family and friends with their erudition. Although the class will touch on the familiar eternal
verities {(war and peace, authority and rebelliousness, vengeance and law, justice and morality,
loyalty and betrayal), our main focus throughout will be on narrative’s apparently intrinsic relation
to culture, or how and why social orders insist on representing themselves to themselves.

Prerequisites: None. Lecture. Does not fulfill ENG premajor requirement or provide ENG Major
Elective credit. Provides ENG minor credit..

Course goals and objectives:
Student course goals and work products will include:

1. reading a substantial body of classic western literature;

2. learning the history, context, and cultural impact of these works;

3. demonstrating significant mastery of this material through a series of quizzes, tests, and
assignments. '

Student Learning Outcomes:
After completing this course, the student will be able to:

1. recognize and identify the basic forms, plots, and stories of these classic works of
western literature;

2. identify and describe their specific important generic, narrative, and stylistic elements;

3. understand and assess their formative historical and literary contexts, including the
contexts of their authorial and/or cultural production;

4, analyze and critique the significant cultural elements at the core of these works, and at

the core of the western literary tradition, as they are still relevant to us today.




Required Materials:
For this semester the required textbooks include:

Homer, lliad and Odyssey (Fagles)
Aeschylus, The Oresteia (Fagles)
Sophocles, Theban Plays (Fagles)
Virgil, The Aeneid {Fagles)

Dante, Inferno {Pinsky)
Shakespeare, Hamlet

Racine, Phaedra (Wilbur)

Moliere, The Misanthrope (Wilbur)

RN LN

Additionally there will be regular in-class handouts of critical articles and supplementary readings.
These will also be posted to Blackboard.

Course Assignments:
Course work and expectations will include regular in-class quizzes; short writing responses; a mid-
term exam; a final exam; and regular participation.

Summary Description of Course Assignments:

The quizzes will be given either in-class or via Blackboard. They will be designed to test your
reading and comprehension. The writing responses will be short writing assignments with
topics/prompts that will give you the opportunity to explore your own thoughts about what we
read. The mid-term exam will be cumulative to week 8. The final exam will be cumulative for the
whole course. Participation and attendance will be graded according to your interaction and
regular attendance (see the attendance policy below).

Course Grading :

Grading scale for undergraduates:

A =90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%; E = 59% or lower.
Unsubmitted work will receive a grade of 0.

Graue components and weights:

s Regular quizzes 25% (6 quizzes, drop the lowest 1, for 5 @ 5%)
e mid-term exam 25%
e final exam 25%
» writing responses 15% (3 writing responses @ 5%)
» participation/attendance 10%
total: 100%

Final Exam Information:
The final exam will be given on the day & time established by the Registrar’s schedule,

Mid-term Grades:
Mid-term grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the Academic Calendar
(http;//www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htin)




Course Policies (as per the University of Kentucky, the College of Arts & Sciences, the Dept. of
English, and this class): ‘

Submission of Assignments:

Assignments are due on the days listed or set in consultation with the instructor. Quizzes
cannot be made up without a valid excused absence. Papers may be submitted electronically on
the due-dates listed. Students are responsible for the successful transmission and reception of
submitted materials, whether via Blackboard or email. Email or computer failures will not be
accepted as valid excuses for late work. Late work will be penalized by a full letter grade for
each day it is past the deadline,

Attendance Policy:

This is an English class in which discussion, listening, and in-class guidance are absolutely
central. Full attendance is expected. Students will be allowed one week's absence (2 class
periods) without penalty. For each absence beyond that, the attendance grade will be penalized
3 grade points. After absences totalling 20% of class for any reason {6+ absences for 15 weeks),
students will fail the class and will be expected to withdraw pursuant to S.R. 5.2.4.1-2.

Excused Absences:

Students need to notify the instructor of absences prior to class when possible, S.R. 5.2.4.2
defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious illness, {b) illness
or death of family member, (¢) University-related trips, (d) major religious holidays, and (¢}
other circumstances found to fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the
instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later
than the last day in the semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious
holidays may be obtained through the religious liaison, Mr, jake Karnes (859-257-2754).

Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for
the semester are missed (excused or unexcused) per university policy.

Verification of Absences:

Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused.
Senate Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when
students claim an excused absence because of illness or death in the family. Appropriate
notification of absences due to university-related trips is required prior to the absence.

Academic Integrity:

Per university policy (S.R. 6.3.1), students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse
academic records. Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and _
plagiarism in all courses. The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on
which the offense occurred. If the offense is considered severe or the student has other
academic offenses on their record, more serious penalties, up to suspension from the university,
may be imposed.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised to
become famitiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of
Student Rights and Responsibilities. Complete information can be found at the following
website: http:/ /www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense
against the charge of academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as
all ideas borrowed from others need to be properly credited.




Part I of Student Rights and Responsibilities states that all academic work, written or
otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is
expected to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where
students feel unsure about the question of plagiarism involving their own work, they are
obliged to consult their instructors on the matter before submission. Please see the Student
Rights and Responsibilities available online:

http: //www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs /Code/part2.html.

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate
acknowledgement of the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes
reproducing someone else’s work, whether it be a published article, chapter of a book, a paper
from a friend or some file, or something similar to this. Plagiarism also includes the practice of
employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work which a student submits as
his/her own, whoever that other person may he.

Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when
the actual work is done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone. When a student’s

assignment inveolves research in outside sources of information, the student must carefully
acknowledge exactly what, where, and how he/she employed them. If the words of someone

else are used, the student must put quotation marks arocund the passage in guestion and add an
appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the organization,
content and phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to
those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public domain
{(Section 6.3.1).

Please note: Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check
for plagiarism.

Accommodations due to disability:

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see the
instructor as soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive
accommodations in this course, you must provide the instructor with a Letter of
Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email
address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability services available to
students with disabilities.

Classroom Behavior:
Good decorum and civil behavior is expected from all students at all times.




Course schedule for ENG 274

Week Date Reading and work assignments due:
i T Homer, lliad
Th Homer, Hiad
2 T Homer, lliad
Th Homer, lfiad; quiz #1
3 T Homer, Odyssey
Th Homer, Odyssey
4 T Homer, Odyssey
Th Homer, Odyssey; quiz #2
5 T Aeschylus, Oresteia
Th Aeschylus, Gresteia
Writing Response #1 due by the end of Week 5
6 T Sophocles, Oedipus
Th Sophocles, Qedipus; quiz #3
7 T Virgil, Aeneid
Th Virgil, Aeneid
8 T Virgil, Aeneid
Th In-class mid-terim exam: weeks 1-8
Semester mid-term (mmid-term grades calculated based on quizzes 1-3, writing response #1, mid-term exam, and
participation)
9 T Dante, Inferno
Th Dante, Inferno
10 T Dante, Inferno
Th Dante, Inferno; quiz #4
Writing Response #2 due by the end of Week 10
11 T Shakespeare, Hamlet
Th Shakespeare, Hamlet
12 T Racine, Phaedra
Th Racine, Phaedra; quiz #5
13 T Moliere, The Misanthrope
Th Moliére, The Misanthrope
14 T Cervantes, Don Quixote Part |
Th Cervantes, Don Quixote Part |
15 T Cervantes, Don Quixote Part Il (selections}
Th Cervantes, Don Quixote Part 1 {selections); quiz #6
Writing Response #3 due by the end of Week 15
16 T Dead week: course review, summary, preparation for the final exam
Th Dead week: course review, summary, preparation for the final exam
17 Finals week: Final exam date & time TBA by Registrar
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