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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please e-mail me at meb@uky.edu to "introduce" yourself. In your e-mail
message, please

Use "EDS 640 Intro - your name" as the Subject Line. For example EDS
640 Intro - Joe Smith.

Summarize your experience with assistive technology,

Include a phone number where you can be reached in case of late
breaking class news, and

Tell me at least one interesting thing about yourself.
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Prerequisites
EDS 600 or equivalent; or permission of the Instructor. It is preferred that you have previously
taken EDS 514, but not required.

Class Schedule
Tuesday
240 Taylor Education Building
Section 001 - 4:30 - 7:00

Instructor
Dr. Margaret E. Bausch
232 Taylor Education Building
859.257.8810
E-mail: meb@uky.edu

Office Hours
Dr. Bausch - Tuesday 11:00 - 4:00 PM. However please let me know if you need more than a
15 minute appointment so that I can block my schedule to accommodate your needs. Office
appointments are available on most other days by e-mailing me for an appointment.

Technology Services
240 Taylor Education Building (Classroom)

mailto:meb@uky.edu
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If you need to use the 240 TEB Classroom, you must make arrangements with Dr. Bausch.

Instructional Technology Center (ITC) -151 Taylor Ed. Building (257-7967)
Monday - Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

TASC Information
http://www.uky.edu/TASC
859-257-8272

Invormation Technology Customer Service Center
http://www.uky.edu/UKIT
859-257-1300

Library Services
Distance Learning Library Services:
http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/DLLS

Carla Cantagallo, DL Librarian
859-257-0500, ext. 2171
800-828-0439 (option #6)
dllservice@email.uky.edu

Internet Library Loan Service: 
http://www.uky.edu/Libraries/libpage.php?lweb_id=253&llib_id=16

Course Description
This course is designed to enable students to critically discuss issues relating to the educational,
psychosocial, medical, and therapeutic aspects of teaching students with specific cognitive,
physical, and sensory disabilities and health impairments. Students will learn to design
appropriate instructional programs utilizing instructional and assistive technology. This will
include selecting appropriate adaptive devices/strategies, programming for their use in an
educational setting, and identifying professionals who make and support these selections. The
conceptual underpinning of the course is based on the Human Function Model which identifies
assistive technologies to assist with the areas of existence; communication; body support,
alignment and positioning; travel and mobility; education and transition; environmental
adaptation; and sports, recreation, and leisure.

Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

 Describe terms used to describe various physical disabilities.

 Identify adaptive equipment (i.e., prosthetic, orthotic, computer related) and describe their
use in the areas of existence; communication, travel and mobility; environmental adaptation,
travel and mobility, education and transition, and sports, fitness and recreation.



 Demonstrate selected physical management techniques: positioning, lifting, oral motor
intervention.

 Demonstrate an understanding of the need, operation, and maintenance of specific prosthetic,
orthotic, and adaptive devices.

 Describe ways of positioning and modifying the physical environment for children with
physical disabilities and sensory impairments.

 Identify and describe the responsibilities of the related service professionals in the education
of children with physical disabilities and sensory impairments.

 Identify and explore national and local agencies, organizations, associations, and centers
specializing in specific disability areas as well as manufacturers and distributors of specialized
equipment for individuals with disabilities.

 Describe the role of assistive technology across educational settings in the appropriate
education of students with physical and multiple disabilities. 
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Relationship of this Course to the UK Professional Education Unit & Conceptual
Framework:

This course will address the four themes of the conceptual framework for the UK professional education
unit:  research, reflection, learning, and leading.  Students will be given the opportunity to review, analyze,
discuss, and apply research from diverse perspectives in special education, including professional
scholarship and data-based interventions, in order to reflect on their own practices as they study, observe,
and practice in P-12 school and university classrooms.  Reflection will also be integrated into students
learning opportunities through analyses of assistive technology practices as presented in case studies and
hands-on practice to help students take advantage of the analytical and problem-solving skills that comprise
critical professional reflection on ones own teaching. This course emphasizes learning in two ways. First,
the course addresses knowledge and skills that teachers may use to provide effective special education
services and accomplish positive learning outcomes for students with disabilities. Second, this course
conveys the commitment of the professional education unit to ensure that its graduates move into their
professional lives equipped for life-long learning as educators who will be active in leading colleagues in
their schools, districts, and professional organizations.  The ultimate goal in addressing these four themes is
to produce teacher leaders who work together to improve student learning among diverse populations and
improve education in Kentucky and beyond.

Unit, State, and National Standards Addressed by this Course: 

This course is designed to address standards designed to accomplish high quality teacher education. Some of
these standards apply to all educator preparation programs in Kentucky, and some are particular to special
education teacher education. A summary of these standards appears in a checklist attached to this syllabus.
In this checklist, the particular standards addressed by this course are noted in the far left column. For
additional information and description of these standards, please see the following websites:

Kentucky Education Professional Standards Board:
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http://www.kyepsb.net/teacherprep/standards.asp

Council for Exceptional Children, Multicategorical Standards:

http://www.cec.sped.org/AM/Template.cfm?
Section=Ethics_and_Practice_Standards&Template=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=3458

KERA Initiatives Addressed by this Course:

This course will provide students an opportunity to advance their knowledge and mastery of the skills
associated with Kentucky education reform, including the Kentucky Learning Goals and Academic
Expectations (LGAE), the Kentucky Program of Studies (POS), and the Commonwealth Accountability
Testing System (CATS), which includes the Core Content for Assessment.  As students carry out projects
and complete assignments that involve instructional activities for P-12 students in Kentucky schools, they
will address one or more components of the KERA initiatives. 

EPSB/NCATE Themes Addressed by this Course: 

In this course, the four EPSB themes of literacy, diversity, assessment, and closing the achievement gap
are heavily emphasized. Additionally, the entire course is focused on technology with an emphasis on
technologies to increase, improve or maintain the academic and functional capabilities of individuals with
disabilities. Students will be engaged in activities that, through high and low technology, allow individuals
access to the curriculum regardless of their ethnicity, race, socioeconomic status, gender, exceptionalities,
language, religion, sexual orientation, or geographic area in order to close the achievement gap.

|| Return to Top of Page ||

Required Textbook and Readings

No formal textbook is required for this course, however several readings will be required which
will be distributed in class or available on the Internet.
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Instructor's Expectations of the Student

 Full participation in each class session.

 Completion of all assignments on time.

 Sufficient outside time spent on the course to meet the course objectives.

 Demonstrated effort toward excellence in class work.

 Enthusiasm toward professional growth, exploration, and change.

Student's Expectations of the Instructor

http://www.kyepsb.net/teacherprep/standards.asp
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 Planned and organized class sessions.

 Demonstration of good practices of teaching with technology.

 Fair evaluation procedures.

 Creation of an environment in which ideas may be openly shared and discussed.

 Availability for questions and support.

|| Return to Top of Page ||

Class Schedule
The following is a tentative schedule of course topics and due dates for assignments. Changes
in assignment due dates may be necessary to meet the needs of the students during the semester.
If there are major changes in the course schedule, students will be provided with a new
schedule.

DATE TOPICS ASSIGNMENTS DUE

Week 1

January
19

Syllabus review

Overview of
Assistive
Technology -
The Functional
Model

Essential
Elements of AT
related Laws

Week 2

January
26

AT for Existence
Activities and
Activities of
Daily Living

Introduction to
Switches

http://natri.uky.edu/

resources/fundamentals/funmenu.html

Sign up for Quality Indicators of
Assistive Technology (QIAT) listserv

QIAT comment

Week 3

February
2

Switch
Construction

 

 

QIAT comment

AT for Existence Activities and
Activities of Daily Living

Assignment
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Week 4

February
9

Using Alternate
Input Assistive
Technologies to
Access
Computers

Receive
Alternate Input
Activity Packet
(Completed
packet due at the
end of class on
February 16)

 

QIAT comment

Fully Functional Switch to be used
with selected activities during weeks

4 & 5

 

 

Week 5

February
16

Using Alternate
Input Assistive
Technologies to
Access
Computers

Bring Alternate
Input Activity
Packet to Class

 

QIAT comment

Alternate Input Activity Packet and
Switch

 

Week 6

February
23

 

AT for Body
Support,
Alignment, and
Positioning

AT for Travel
and Mobility -
Physical
Management
Techniques

AT for Sports,
Fitness, &
Recreation

QIAT comment

Week 7

March 2

 

Sports, Fitness,
and Recreation
Presentations

Review for
Exam

 

QIAT comment

Sports, Fitness, and Recreation
Assignment



  

Week 8

March 9

(Midterm
Week)

Midterm Paper
Due

 

 

QIAT comment

 

 

Week 9

March 16

 

Spring Break -
No Class  

Week 10

March 23

AT for
Augmentative
Communication

Low Tech
Communication
Devices & Board
Maker Software

QIAT comment

Week 11

March 30

High Tech
Communication
Devices - Direct
Selection

High Tech
Communication
Devices -
Scanning

QIAT comment

Low Tech Communication
Assignment

Week 12

April 6

 

Introduction to
Universal Design
for Learning

Access to the
Curriculum

 

QIAT comment

High Tech Communication
Assignment

Week 13

April 13

Access to the
Curriculum

QIAT comment

UDL Project I



Week 14

April 20

 

Access to the
Curriculum

 

QIAT comment

UDL Project II

Week 15

April 27

 

Access to the
Curriculum

 

QIAT comment

UDL Project III - Completed in Class

May 4 Final Paper  

 

 

|| Return to Top of Page ||

Assignments
All readings, class activities, and assignments must be completed by the date listed on the
schedule. All assignments must be submitted in order to receive a final course grade. The
instructor reserves the right to request that a student recycle a product that is
unsatisfactory. A 10% response cost will be assessed for all returned products.

A 10% deduction in total points possible will be made for each day an assignment is late
unless specific arrangements have been made with the instructor prior to the assigned due
date, but must be turned in within one week of the due date. EXCEPTION: QIAT
comments may not be turned in late. QIAT comments must be completed BEFORE the
start of each class session.

Students who have an excused absence and miss a hands on activity will be required to
complete an alternate assignment. Students who have an unexcused absence and miss a
hands on activity, will not be allowed to make up the assignment.

All assignments, unless otherwise stated in class, must be word-processed. Assignments,
unless otherwise stated in class, may be sent to the professor via e-mail. Expect an e-mail
confirmation within 2-3 days. If you do not receive a confirmation, please contact the instructor
to ensure that your assignment was received.

Regardless of discipline, teachers have the right -and the obligation- to expect that students use
English properly in all aspects of the course. (S.R.5.2.4.3).All assignments are subject to a point
deduction of up to 10% of the total point value of the assignment for spelling and grammatical
errors that demonstrate the assignment was not proofread before it was submitted.
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Please note that no final examinations are permitted during the last week preceding finals.
Regular course activities, such as homework, quizzes, or laboratory practica may continue as
usual. A term paper assigned early in the course can be due during Dead Week, since students
would have been informed well in advance. Make-up exams may be given during Dead Week
as well. (Dead Week - S.R.5.2.4.6).

Work Outside Of Class

This class has time built into it for hands-on activities. However, this will not be enough to gain
competency in all of the areas addressed in this class. It is expected that students will spend
additional time reading and using a computer to practice the skills taught and become competent
before the conclusion of the course.

University student guidelines state that students should expect to spend an average of three
hours each week on outside course-related activities for each credit hour taken. In other words,
the University guidelines say that you should spend 9 hours per week outside of class on a three
hour course. Although it is not anticipated that you will need 9 hours every week for this course,
you will be expected to plan for sufficient time to be spent outside of class in order to meet the
course objectives. If the class is taking more time than that stated in the University guidelines,
please see the instructor so adjustments can be made.

Since EDS 640 is a Special Education technology course, you should anticipate that specialized
software and devices will be used to complete the assignments in this course. Demonstration
versions of the software will be available for free download by students in the class.

Class Attendance and Participation

Class attendance is required for all class sessions. Five points for each week of class missed
will be deducted from your total points. Students who arrive after roll has been taken need to
check in with the instructor after class and a minimum of one point will be deducted.
Information will be presented in each class that is not available through other means. Successful
completion of course objectives requires that students have hands-on experience with hardware
and software that is used during class sessions. In cases of absences, the student should contact
the instructor as soon as possible. Always leave a message via e-mail, or voice mail. See above
for contact information. Students who have an excused absence and miss a hands on activity
will be required to complete an alternate assignment. Students who have an unexcused
absence and miss a hands on activity, will not be allowed to make up the assignment.

Excused Absences: S.R. 5.2.4.2 defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused
absences: 1) serious illness; 2) illness or death of family member; 3) University-related trips; 4)
major religious holidays; 5) other circumstances the instructor finds to be "reasonable cause for
nonattendance."Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible
for notifying the instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such
holidays no later than the last day for adding a class. Information regarding dates of major
religious holidays may be obtained through the religious liaison, Mr. Jake Karnes (257-2754).
Make-up opportunity: When there is an excused absence, students will be given the opportunity
to make up missed work and/or exams. It is the student's responsibility to inform the instructor
of the absence preferably in advance, but no later than one week after it. Verification of
Absences Senate Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request "appropriate
verification" when students claim an excused absence because of illness or death in the family.



The University Health Services (UHS) will provide a printed statement that specifies that the
University Health Services does not give excuses for absences from class due to illness or
injury. It will be possible for these forms to be date stamped so as to show that students went to
the trouble of going to University Health Services. It does not mean, however, that a student
was actually seen by a physician or a nurse. If there have been multiple or prolonged absences
from class and was seen by UHS, a student may be asked to sign a release of information form
(available from UHS) that will give permission for the staff to talk with the instructor.
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Grading Criteria

Evaluation will be based upon a point system. The point value for each assignment is listed on
the assignment table.

Points will be totaled for all assignments, competency checks, and class participation.
Assignments constitute 100% of the total points. Several of the assignments will be completed
in class. Students may earn bonus points for exemplary performance in class discussions, efforts
that go beyond typical course requirements, or exemplary products produced as a result of the
assignments. Bonus points are based upon the subjective judgment of the instructor. Grades are
then computed according to the following scale:

A - 930 - 1000 points
B - 860 - 929 points
C - 790 - 859 points
E - Below 720 points
(Graduate students may not earn a grade of D)

Plagiarism

Students should familiarize themselves with the Student Code regarding plagiarism (section
6.3.1), which can be obtained from the office of the Dean of Students or retrieved from
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html section 6.3.1. Plagiarism of any type will
result in a failing grade and possible expulsion from the University of Kentucky. Students
making unauthorized copies of copyrighted microcomputer software will receive a failing grade
and face possible expulsion.

Learning Accommodations

All university instructors are required to make reasonable accommodations for physical and/or
learning disabilities that could inhibit student academic success. Any student requesting such an
accommodation must bring certification from the Disability Resource Center. The Disability
Resource Center certifies the need for and specifies the particular type of such accommodations
on a student-by-student basis. Contact Mr. Jake Karnes, 257-2754 for more information.

List of Assignments

The following is a tentative schedule of assignments and due dates. Changes in assignment due
dates may be necessary to meet the needs of the students during the semester.
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Assignment # Assignment Due Date Possible
Points

Points
Earned

1 Existence Activities February 2 50  
2 Switch February 9 75
3 Alternate Input Activity Packet February 16 100
4 Sports, Fitness & Recreation March 2 50  
5 Paper I March 9 150  

6 Low Tech Communication
Assignment March 30 50  

7 High Tech Communication
Assignment April 6 75  

8 UDL Project I April 13 80  
9 UDL Project II April 20 80  
10 UDL Project III - done in class April 27 80  
11 Paper II May 5 150  

12 12 QIAT contributions (5 points
each) Weekly 60

TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS  1000   

Assignment Descriptions

On overview of each assignment is provided below. You may complete some
assignments in pairs or small groups. Others are to be completed individually.
Please read the descriptions carefully and use supporting materials distributed
in class to complete each assignment.

Assignment 1: Existence Activities (50 points)

Using the Internet, complete the activities distributed in class. Be
prepared to share your findings with fellow students.

Assignment 2: Switch (75 points)

After a demonstration in class, construct an operable switch that can be
used with toys, computers, and other switch interface devices. Much of
this assignment will be completed in class, however, if your switch is
not completed in class, you must make arrangements to use the
materials to complete your switch. You will be required to use your
switch to complete Assignment 3: Alternate Input Activity Packet.

Assignment 3: Alternate Input Activity Packet (100 points total)

These assignments will be completed individually or in pairs. Detailed
instructions will be given in class, however, you will be required to set
up, use, and demonstrate proficiency of numerous computer access
devices.Much of this assignment will be completed in class, however,
if you do not complete it in class, you must make arrangements to use



the lab.

Assignment 4: Sports, Fitness, and Recreation (50 points)

This assignment will be completed individually. You will choose a
Hobby, Sport, or Recreational Activity that you are interested in
exploring for a person with a disability. You will write an Introduction
to the hobby, sport, or recreational activity. Tell why you chose it and
why you think persons with disabilities could benefit from participating
in the hobby, sport, or recreational activity. You must list and describe
the equipment including accessible venues that are needed for a person
with a disability to participate in the hobby, sport, or recreational
activity. You must also discuss the Positioning Considerations that
must be addressed for the person with disabilities in order to
participate in the hobby, sport, or recreational activity and discuss the
Safety Considerations that must be addressed for the person with
disabilities in order to participate in the hobby, sport, or recreational
activity. Your write up will include at least 3 Organization or Center
Websites, 2 vendor websites, and at least 5 captioned Pictures (in your
document) or 1 picture and 1 Video (include the direct link if it is
online) related to the hobby, sport, or recreational activity you chose
and briefly describe their purpose. You will give a brief presentation to
the class that includes your pictures and video. This can be a Word
document, PowerPoint, or other format.

Assignment 5: Exam I (150 points)

The exam cover material presented in class and in assigned readings to
date. Expect multiple formats including short answer, fill-in-the-blank,
matching. Questions will test recall and application of information
learned.

Assignment 6: Low Tech Communication Assignment (50 points)

Following directions distributed in class, you will create a
communication board using Board Maker software.Much of this
assignment will be completed in class, however, if you do not complete
it in class, you must make arrangements to use the lab.

Assignment 7: High Tech Communication Device (75 points)

Working individually, you will use communication software to create a
communication program for a specific use by an individual. Much of
this assignment will be completed in class, however, if you do not
complete it in class, you must make arrangements to use the lab.

Assignment 8, 9, & 11: UDL Projects I, II, & III (80 points each/240 points
total)

These assignments will be completed individually. Detailed
instructions will be given in class, however, you will be required to
create lessons in different programs following the premises of UDL.



Much of the work on these assignments will be completed in class,
however, if you do not complete them in class, you must make
arrangements to use the lab.

Assignment 10: Exam II (150 points)

The exam will cover material presented in class and in reading
assignments to date. Expect multiple formats including short answer,
fill-in-the-blank, matching. Questions will test recall and application of
information learned.

Assignment 12: Attendance and Contribution from Quality Indicators of
Assistive Technology (QIAT) (60 points)

Beginning on week 2, you will be responsible for bringing to class a
printed question, comment, or solution provided on the QIAT listserv.
You are to answer, comment, or question the information you obtained.
There will be a discussions of noteworthy items as time permits. You
will be awarded 5 points for class attendance, participation, and 5
points for a submission of a QIAT item. QIAT comments may not be
turned in late. QIAT comments must be completed before the start
of each class session.
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NCATE/EPSB Checklist for Syllabi:  EDS 640

University of Kentucky College of Education (COE) Functional Skills &
Dispositions, Council for Exceptional Children Knowledge and Skill

Standards, Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB) New Teacher
Standards& COE Technology Standards, EPSB Themes, and Kentucky

Education Reform Act Initiatives

 

 

Addressed in
Course

 
 University of Kentucky College of Education (COE) Functional Skills &
Dispositions
1: Candidates communicate appropriately and effectively. X
2: Candidates demonstrate constructive attitudes X
3: Candidates demonstrate ability to conceptualize key subject matter ideas and
relationships

X

4: Candidates interact appropriately and effectively with diverse groups of
colleagues, administrators, students, and parents in educational settings.

X

5: Candidates demonstrate a commitment to professional ethics and behavior. X
 
Council for Exceptional Children Advanced Teacher Standards
1 Leadership and Policy X
2: Program Deveopment and Organization X
3: Research and Inquiry X
4: Student and Program Evaluation X
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5:Professional Development and Ethical Practice X
6: Collaboration X

       
Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB) New Teacher Standards
Standard 1:  Designs and Plans Instruction X
Standard 2:  Creates and Maintains Learning Climates
Standard 3:  Implements and Manages Instruction X
Standard 4:  Assesses and Communicates Learning Results
Standard 5:  Reflects and Evaluates Teaching and Learning
Standard 6:  Collaborates with Colleagues, Parents, and Others X
Standard 7:  Engages in Professional Development
Standard 8:  Knowledge of Content X
Standard 9:  Demonstrates Implementation of Technology
EPSB & COE Technology Standards        
Standard 1: Candidates integrate media and technology into instruction X
Standard 2: Candidates utilize multiple technology applications to support student
learning.

X

Standard 3: Candidates select appropriate technology to enhance instruction. X
Standard 4: Candidates integrate student use of technology into instruction. X
Standard 5: Candidates address special learning needs through technology. X
Standard 6: Candidates promote ethical and legal use of technology disciplines. X
EPSB Themes
Diversity X
Assessment
Literacy Education X
Closing the Achievement Gap X
Kentucky Education Reform Act Initiatives
KERA Goals and Academic Expectations X
Program of Studies X
Core Content for Assessment X

Please direct all questions and comments regarding this page to meb@uky.edu .
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