




























  String 
DMA Guidelines 
UK School of Music 
 
A. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 1. Admittance 
  a. Required Audition with primary faculty   
  b. Required Entrance Exam in music history and theory. 
  c. Repertoire list, video/DVD from recent recital. 
  d. Admission by vote of Graduate Committee based upon audition, entrance  
  exam, and admission portfolio. 
 
 
DMA Guidelines2. Qualifying Exams 
  a. Part I consists of a three hour common written exam in music history and a  
  three hour written exam in music theory. 
  b. Part II will consist of a six hour written exam in the area of concentration.  
  c. Part III will consist of an Oral Exam of two hours maximum, following   
  satisfactory completion of Part I and II, as described above. 
 
B. CONCENTRATION AREA REQUIREMENTS:  STRINGS 
 

 1. Language Requirement: 1. Language Requirement: All Doctor of Musical 
Arts candidates in the String Area will be required to demonstrate proficiency in at 
least one language other than English. The choice of language will be determined by 
the student’s Advisory Committee in consideration of the individual’s 
research/performance plans.  The Language requirement can be satisfied by 
evidence of two years of undergraduate study, by completion of a two-semester, 
011-level reading course at the University of Kentucky with a grade of at least B, or 
by satisfactory test scores. International students who have passed the TOEFL for 
admission may be excused from the language requirement with the approval of the 
student’s Advisory Committee. 

 
 2. Dissertation Requirement, Option 1  
  a. Minimum of Three Recitals 

i. Two Recitals (At least 50 minutes of music in length). Performers must 
demonstrate comprehensive repertory study in the form of public 
performances. The program content of the recitals will be established in 
cooperation with the student’s major professor. With the approval of the 
student’s Advisory Committee, a program of solo repertoire, chamber 
music, a concerto performance with orchestra, or a combination of these 
programs may satisfy the requirement for each of the formal recitals.  One 
of the recitals must be presented before the qualifying examinations are 
taken.  A hearing committee must approve each proposed recital,, at least 
three weeks before being presented publicly. Written program notes must 
be provided for all works performed. Following all recitals, the Advisory 
Committee must approve the recital in writing.  A Doctoral Recital 
Approval Form is available from the DGS. 
 



   ii. Lecture Recital: Approximately 50% lecture/50% performance (actual 
proportion determined in consultation with Advisory Committee and based 
on the demands of the topic chosen). The topic will be determined with 
the approval of the candidate’s DMA Committee. 

  b. Monograph Project 
i. A document with a minimum length of 75 pages, excluding footnotes 
and bibliography. 
ii. Project will demonstrate candidate’s ability to conduct research and 
write on a scholarly topic; usually, but not required to be related to the 
Lecture Recital topic. 

 
  
 3. Dissertation Requirement, Option 2 
  a. Minimum of Five Recitals 

i. Four Recitals (At least 50 minutes of music in length). Performers must 
demonstrate comprehensive repertory study in the form of public 
performances. The program content of the recitals will be established in 
cooperation with the student’s Advisory Committee.   With its approval, a 
program of solo repertoire, chamber music, a concerto performance with 
orchestra/wind band, or a combination of these programs may satisfy the 
requirement for each of the formal recitals.  One of the recitals must be 
presented before the qualifying examinations are taken.  A hearing                         
committee must approve each proposed recital,, at least three weeks 
before being presented publicly. Written program notes must be provided 
for all works performed. Following all recitals, the Advisory Committee 
must approve the recital in writing.  A Doctoral Recital Approval Form 
isavailable from the DGS. 
ii. Lecture Recital: Approximately 50% lecture/50% performance (actual 
proportion determined in consultation with Advisory Committee and based 
on the demands of the topic chosen). The topic will be determined with 
the approval of the candidate’s DMA Committee.    
 

  b. Monograph Project 
i. A document with a minimum length of 25 pages, excluding footnotes 
and bibliography. 
ii. Project will demonstrate candidate’s ability to conduct research and 
write on a scholarly topic; usually, but not required to be related to the 
Lecture Recital topic. 

 
 4. DMA Committee members 
  a. Two members of the Performance Division (including principal instructor),  
  one member from the Musicology, Theory, or Music Education Divisions, one  
  outside member. 
  b. Students who choose an optional minor in Music Theory, Musicology, or  
  Music Education must choose Performance Option 1 and add a member from  
  the minor area to the DMA Committee. 
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