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PS 711-001 -- Middle Eastern Politics and
Diplomacy S

et Peyvisides

Fall 2007
Professor John D, STEMPEL Class time: MONDAY 1-3:30 PM
Office: Patterson Off Twr, Room 449 Classroom: POT 420 (Van Rm)
Telephone: 257-8261 Office Hrs: Mon/Tues 9-12

e-mail: stempelj@email.uky.edu

QO&RSE OVERVIEW: This course is a demanding, high reading load
the "Middle East” includes those countries Irom Morouo to A[ghdnlstan
including Turkey, Iran, and Israel. Instruction begins with an historical
introduction to the region and discussion of concepts used to understand
the interplay of Middle Eastern political and diplomatic life, including the
concept of civil society and the security state. The socioeconomic
background of the area is covered, particularly during the middle segment
when the nation-states that make up the area are analyzed in detail.

Next, the international relations of the region, including key outside powers,
are reviewed, with emphasis on the period since 1973. Important issues
and problems are noted, including arms control, water rights, oil policy and
economic development, and the growth of radical Islamic fundamentalism.

Finally, foreign policy issues are brought forward. These are treated from
hoth the United States and the regional perspective, with a special focus on
conflict potential and conflict resolution efforts. The seminar concludes
with a projection of Middle East trends into the future. Students will be
required to do independent probing on key issues of analysis and policy,
and will be given an opportunity to sharpen both oral and wrilten skills,
which are useful in all walks of life.

This is a seminar-style course, and participation will be marked. All credit-
earning members of the class should be present. Just as in business,
government, or politics, occasionally a scheduled appointment must be
missed. In this case, a phone call, e-mail message, note under our door,
message from roommate, or some other communication should

Precede an absence. You are responsible for obtaining notes and
information about sessions you miss.
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Note
The correct title is Politics and Diplomacy of the Middle East. per JS
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EXAMINATIONS AND GRADING: Assuming an interest in--but not a
terminal neurotic preoccupation with--grades, the following activities will
constitute the evaluation system:

Per cent of grade date due/to be taken
Student participation 10 per cent every session
Oral Briefing 20 per cent twice during term
Midterm Exam 25 per cent November 5
Policy Report 25 per cent December 3

The Policy Report constitutes your final exam.

You will never do worse than figuring your score by the above percentages.
However, if you improve consistently from earlier exercises to the later ones,
you may do better. The instructor reserves the right to factor for
improvement over time. Letter grades will be given for all exercises. Late
work will be marked down one-third a grade a day work over four days
late will not be accepted and an "F" grade assigned, unless previously
cleared with the instructor.

POP QUIZZES: Students are expected to do the reading before each
seminar session. Students will be called on at random at the beginning of
each class to give a briel statement on key points of the readings and
problems. If it becomes obvious that students are not doing the readmg, the
instructors reserve the right to give short 5-10 minute short-answer "pop"
quizzes to check on reading diligence. Both of these will be counted under
"student participation.”

ORAL REPORTS: Each student will be required to do two oral briefing--
on an analytical issue based on a book or other assigned material. You will
have some selection in the subject from a list drawn up the instructor, and
timing during the semester will be based on the book/report you choose.
Reports will be a maximum of TEN minutes long and strictly timed, and you
will be required to field questions and defend your position. The purpose of
these exercises is to teach you to make brief, pithy reports similar to those
you will make all your life, and think quickly on your feet, whatever you do
and wherever you go.

MIDTERM EXAM: This will be given during the November 3 class for two
hours. The nature of the questions will be explained belore the exam, and
there will be some choice among questions. Unless there are pop quizzes,
this will be the ONLY written examination in the course.
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POLICY REPORT: You must produce a policy report on an issue agreed
with the instructor. The report will be approximately 6-8 pages and due
Dec. 3 at the beginning of class. At that time you will also make a five-

minute presentation of your principal findings. Detailed instructions will be
given alter the midterm

SUBJECTS OF STUDY: A detailed topical syllabus follows. Students
are expected to do the readings grouped under each seminar period
BEFORE the seminar session. You are encouraged, even mandated, to
search out and read additional works on subjects of particular interest in
addition to the required text readings. Suggested readings placed on reserve
where possible. A complete list of reserve readings is appended to this
syllabus. Other materials are available in the reserve boxes in the
Vandenbosh Lounge, Room 420 in the Patterson Office tower, and on the
Library’s electronic Full Text Data Base (FTDB). Other materials may be
handed out during the semester. Events are likely to break swiftly in the
region this year, and October has traditionally been a time of war in the
region. You should also keep abreast of current developments in the region
by reading one daily paper regularly, taking a student subscription to
the Economist magazine, or the Christian Science Monitor, and
developing familiarity with favorite Internet sites.

SOURCE/TEXT BOOKS: (available at book stores, or on AMAZON)

Required:
A Concise History of the Middle East, by Arthur Goldschmidt & Lawrence
Davidson, Westview Press, 2006 (referred to below as HISTO)

Diplomacy in the Middle East, by L. Carl Brown, I.B. Tarus 2004 (referred (o
below as DIPLO)

The Contemporary Middle East, Ed by Karl Yambert, Westview Press, 2006.
(referred to below as CONTEMP)

The Crisis of Islam, by Bernard Lewis, The Modern Library, 2003 (refereed o
below as CRISIS)

Negotiating Change: The New Politics of the Middle East, by Jeremy Jones,
I.B, Tarus, 2007. (Referred to below as CHANGE)



Blind into Baghdad., by James Fallows, Vintage Books, (Referred to below as
BAGIHDAD).

Opticnal for your special interests: (ALL are on 1 day reserve--or try
Amazon if you want them for your library.

Israelis and Palestinians: Why do they Fight? Can they Stop?
By Bernard Wasserstein, Yale University Press, 2003

Hidden Iran, by Ray Takeyh, Times Books, 2006
Resource Wars, Michael T. Klare, Henry Holt, 2001

Imperial Hubris, by Anonymous (Michael Schieuer), Brassey's Inc. 2004 (Best
on Middle Eastern Terrorism)

Resuwrrecting Empire: Western Foolprints and America’s Perilous Path in the
Middle East, by Rashid Khalidi, Beacon Press, 2004

Desert Queen, The Extraordinary Life of Gertrude Bell: Adventurer, Adviser to
Kings, Ally of Lawrence of Arabia, by Janet Wallach, Doubleday, 1996,

A number of books have been placed on reserve; they will be noted as
(reserve) in the syllabus below; some articles have been placed in boxes in
the Van Library (P.O.T. Rm. 469) and will be noted as (in box}, and may be
available on the Library’'s Full Text Data Base, referred to below as FTDB.

SEMINAR TOPICS AND READINGS:

Aug. 27 The Middle East: Mapping the Inscrutable. Overview of _
course, reviews of concepts. Discussion of bias, Orientalism. Social bases of
politics; "The Great Game.”

HISTO, chs. 1-3,

DIPLO, introduction

CONTEMP, 1-3, 19

CRISIS, introduction

CHANGE, introduction

“Orientalism, Pro & Con” Anthology, in box



Sept. 10 Islamic Civilization

HISTO, chs. 5-9

CONTEMP, ¢h.19

CRISIS, chs. 1-5

Bernard Lewis, "Conclusion” in his What Went Wrong? (In box]}

Sept. 17 From Imperialism to Modernization. Quick historical review

HISTO. Chs. 10-14

CRISIS, ch. 6-9

Carl Brown, Modernization in the Middle East, chs. 1,4,8 (reserve
and box)

Oct.

HISTO, pp. 358-366

DIPLO, ch. 7 and 8 and pp. 281-85

CHANGE, chs. 4 and 5

Salem, Paul, “The Future of Lebanon,” Foreign Affairs, November/
December 2006, Vol. 85, No. 6, pp. 13-22

Dawahare, Michael, Civil Society, chs 1, 6 (in box)

1 Iraq

Oct.

HISTO, Chs. 13, 21

DIPLO, ch. 9

CONTEMP, ch. 10, 13

CHANGE, ch. 9

BAGHDAD, intro and ch. 1.

Optlional: skim Resurrecting Empire, and The Desert Queern

Secretary of State Rice, “The New Way Forward,” testimony), Jan.
11, 2007 (in Box)

8 Israel and the Palestinians

HISTO, 16-17

DIPLO, ch. 6

CONTEMP, ch. 4-9

Optional: Israelis and Palestinians: Why the Fight? Can they Stop?
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Oct. 15 The Different Drummers: Turkey, Iran

HISTO, Chs. 14

DIPLO, chs. 12,13

CONTEMP, chs. 11, 12

Stempel, Inside the Iranian Revolution, Chs. 13, 15 (on reserve
and in box)

CHANGE, chs. 2, 8 _

Rubin, Barnett, “Saving Afghanistan”, Foreign Affair, January/
February 2007, Vol. 86, No. 1, pp. 57-78 (in box/FTDB)

Afghanistan Packet, (in Box)

Optional: Hidden Iran

Oct. 22 The Gulf States. Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the Emirates

HISTO, chs. 15, review 11 and 12

DIPLO, chs 5, 11, pp. 284-289

CONTEMP. Chs. 15-18

CHANGE, chs. 1, 6, 7

Klare, Michael, Resource Wars, Chs 1 and 9 (on reserve and in box)

Oct. 29 International Relations in the Middle East. The Middle East
and the international system.

HISTO, 18 and 20

DIPLO, Chs. 1-4, conclusion

CONTEMP, Chs. 20

CRISIS, Chs. 6 and 7

Authoritarianism in the Middle East, chs. 1, 10 (in box)
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Nov.5 MIDTERM: There will be a TWO-hour midterm
BRING BLUEBOOKS!!! (No separate reading assignment
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Nov. 12 The Rise of Radical Islamic Fundamentalism

HISTO, ch. 19 and 21
CRISIS: Chs. 7-9
CONTEMP. Ch. 19 and 21
fisposito, Islamic Threat, Op. Cit., chs. 5 and 6 (reserve)
Daniel Pipes, “Islam and Islamicism” Faith and Ideclogy,” The
National Interest, No. 59, Spring 2000, pp. 87-93 (Box)
Anonymous, Through Our Enemies’ Eyes, Chs. 14 and 15 (in box)

Nov, 19 Arab-Israeli Conflict: The Endless Struggle.

HISTO, Ch. 16-17

CONTEMP, review ch. 21

Oren, Michael B. Ch. 28 in Power, Faith and Fantasy, (in box)
Stephen Walt and John Mearsheimer, “The Israel Lobby,” (in Box)

Nov. 26 Iraq and America Intertwined—with Iran

BAGHDAD, pp. 44-229

Secretary ol State Rice Testimony, Jan. 11, 2007 (in box or on-line
[rom State Dept.)

Riedel, Bruce, “Al Quaeda Strikes Back,” Foreign Affairs, May/June,
2007, Vol 86, No. 3, pp 24-40 (in box and FTDB)

Sagan, Scott, "How to Keep the Bomb From Iran,” Foreign Affairs,
September /October 2006, Vol. 85, No. b, pp. 46-60 {in box/ FTDB)

Nasr, Vali, “When the Shiites Rise,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2006,
Vol. 85, No. 4, pp. 58-74 (in box/FTDB})

Dec. 3  Foreign Policy Issues

Policy presentations and discussion. No further reading assignment.



PS 491/711 -- Middle East Politics

ORAL REPORT ASSIGNMENTS FALL 2007

Sept. 17 -- From Imperialism to Modernization

McKee
Burnetie
Zimmerman
Douglas, Chris

Sept. 24 —-Syria, Jordan and Lebanon

Holman
Ke
Windus

Oct. 1 -- Iraq

Orcutt
Wood
Pantano

Oct. 8 - Israel and the Palestinians

Kim
ITaynes

- Ozturk

Oct. 15 -- The Different Drummers: Turkey, Iran

Zimmerman
Holman
Carr
Windus
Motamedi

Oct. 22 -- The Gulf States, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the
Emirates

McKee
Orcutt
Douglas, Chris
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