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UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

April 13, 2005
M E M O R A N D U M

To:
Ernie Yanarella, Chair

University Senate Council
From:
Jeffrey B. Dembo, Chair
Ad Hoc Committee to Review the Academic Council of the Medical Center

Re:
Two recommendations for consideration by the Senate Council 
In response to the charges from the Senate Council, this committee carefully and thoughtfully deliberated over the future of the ACMC.  Draft reports were also sent to all faculty in the six health care colleges for review and comment.  The committee’s work has produced two separate recommendations for consideration by the Senate Council.

The first recommendation specifically addresses the immediate viability, organization, and leadership of the Council.  Following an earlier University Senate recommendation which proved unworkable, Dean Blackwell graciously agreed to serve as ongoing Chair of the ACMC until an alternative proposal was identified and approved.  The committee believes that the components of Recommendation #1 are easy to understand and are workable.  The committee also feels that it is essential that Recommendation #1 receives immediate and positive action by the Senate Council and University Senate so this Council may continue its activities unabated beginning this summer.  Prompt action is also required so that Dean Blackwell can return her focus to her other administrative responsibilities, including her newly-assigned position as co-Chair of the Provost Search Committee.
The second recommendation is forward-looking and may elicit more discussion than the first.  However, since the committee did not intend for there to be any delay in considering Recommendation #1, we are submitting Recommendation #2 separately.  In this manner it may be discussed as thoroughly as needed once Recommendation #1 is approved.
For each Recommendation, motions were made and seconded and each received a unanimous positive vote with no abstentions.  Members of this committee included: Geza Bruckner (Heath Sciences), Jeff Dembo, Committee Chair (Dentistry), Steve Fleming (Public Health), Lynne Jensen (Nursing), Terry Lennie (Nursing), William Lubawy (Pharmacy), Brian MacPherson (Medicine), Malkanthie McCormick (Medicine), John Newcomb (Student Senate), Paul Osborne (Dentistry), John Piecoro (Pharmacy), Pamela Teaster (Public Health) and Jeannine Blackwell, Acting Chair, Academic Council of the Medical Center.
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