








 
 
Center for Cardiovascular Research 
Department of Medicine 
Cardiovascular Division 
 
August 13, 2004 
 
 
 
Dr. Jay A. Perman 
Dean, College of Medicine 
University of Kentucky 
MN150 Medical Sciences Building 
Lexington, KY  40536-0298 
 
Dear Dr. Perman, 
 
I write to you as Director of the Center for Cardiovascular Research at Washington 
University School of Medicine to provide some insight into the potential benefits that 
could be provided if a similar Center was established at your Institution.   
 
The Center for Cardiovascular Research (CCR) was established at Washington 
University School of Medicine as an outgrowth of the Cardiovascular Division, 
Department of Medicine.  We had several goals in mind when developing the CCR.  
First, we sought to establish a cardiovascular research community that would span across 
divisional, departmental, and college boundaries at Washington University.  This was 
particularly important given the significant number of cardiovascular scientists, albeit 
widely distributed, at Washington University.  Second, upon establishing this critical 
mass of investigators, we could provide benefits for this research community such as 
training programs, key core facilities, enhanced interactions leading to larger programs 
and funding opportunities, and formal didactic educational activities.   
 
In January 1996 the CCR was established.  The CCR has bona fide “Center” components 
including a dedicated endowment and research space.  It also has virtual components in 
that approximately 50% of its membership have primary appointments outside the 
cardiovascular division and have their laboratories throughout the University.  I believe 
that the CCR has fully realized its mission.  We have 22 members of the CCR who 
participate at varying levels in its activities.  We have an exciting and innovative trainee 
program that is supported by three NIH training grants focused on areas ranging from 
molecular and cellular biology to clinical research.  The trainee mix is rich including 
graduate students, M.D./Ph.D. students, clinical postdoctoral fellows, and Ph.D. 
postdoctorates.  In addition, we have temporary trainees from the undergraduate campus  
 
Washington University School of Medicine, Cardiovascular Division, Campus Box 8086 

660 S. Euclid Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63110-1093, (314) 362-8901, FAX: (314) 362-0186 

http://cardiology.wustl.edu/ccr/ccr.html 



 
 
 
Dr. Jay A. Perman 
August 13, 2004 
Page 2 
 
 
and visiting senior sabbaticals.  The CCR supports important core facilities to assist our 
young and established investigators.  The most important core is an extensive Mouse  
Cardiovascular Phenotyping Facility that has grown in “leaps and bonds” to keep pace 
with the needs of our investigators.  This Core facility, now nationally known, provides 
extensive mouse cardiovascular phenotyping capabilities including echocardiographic 
imaging, metabolic studies, vascular surgery, and exercise evaluation for genetically 
engineered mouse models of cardiovascular disease.  The existence of the Center has 
fostered new collaborative activities that have spawned several larger grants including an 
NHLBI-supported SCOR in Pediatric Heart Disease, a new NHLBI-supported SCCOR 
(Specialized Center for Clinically Oriented Research) focused on the diabetic heart, a 
PPG focused on fundamental aspects of diabetic cardiomyopathy, and a recently acquired 
P20 Planning Grant for the development of a interdisciplinary center sponsored by the 
NIH Roadmap initiative.  The Center has also been critical in our ability to recruit young 
faculty.  In this latter regard, young scientists are attracted to the security and the 
potential for acquiring trainees provided by the CCR.  Lastly, I believe the development 
of the CCR has played an important role in the “esprit-de-corps” of our scientists.  In the 
current environment, where we are realizing increasing potential for discovery yet 
growing concern about future funding, the CCR has provided a wonderful setting for 
addressing long-term issues and strategies relevant to career pathways and funding.   
 
In summary, I believe if well-organized and with appropriate leadership, the development 
of a Center focused on cardiovascular research will generate extraordinary academic and 
financial dividends.  Given that the University of Kentucky has already established an 
umbrella Heart Institute, it seems like a “no-brainer” to proceed with the Cardiovascular 
Research Center concept.  Moreover, with leaders such as Alan Daugherty and others, the 
Center would undoubtedly thrive.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of 
further assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Daniel P. Kelly, M.D. 
Professor of Medicine, Molecular Biology &  
Pharmacology, and Pediatrics 
Director, Center for Cardiovascular Research 
Co-Director, Cardiovascular Division 
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