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* Department/Division: Communication

‘Deanna Selnow

* Responsible Faculty |D {if differert from Contact)

a
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COM 352: INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Professor: TBD
Email: TBD
Office: TBD
Phone: TBD
Office Hrs: TBD

COURSE DESCRIPTION

With the proliferation of technologically advanced social media (e.g., facebook, chat, twitter)
available at the fingertips of individuals through multiple channels {e.g., phone, ipad, laptop,
online video games), interpersonal relationships are being affected. Negotiating this relatively
new, understudied, and quickly evolving terrain can present relational difficulties for a variety
of relationships types. Students in this class will gain a thorough understanding of muitiple
communication platforms and the communication theory that can explain the interactions
occurring in each platform, as well as improve their mediated communication skills to enhance
interpersonal relationships.

Prerequisites: CiS 110 & CIS 111 & COM 252
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

After taking this course, students will be able to:
¢ Explain similarities and differences in communication across a variety of social media
platforms
e |dentify beneficial and harmful communicative practices in their own interpersonal
relationships
o Develop and refine strategies to improve interpersonal communication via social media
¢ Apply communication theory to understanding communication through social media

REQUIRED TEXTS

Webb, L. M., & Wright, K. B. (2011). Computer-Mediated Communication in Personal
Relationships.
Peter Lange Publishing, inc: New York, NY.

Readings assighed on Blackboard

COURSE POLICIES
Attendance and Participation
You are expected to be in class and to participate fully every day so you can benefit as much as
possible from this course. This means you are expected to (a) read and consider applications of




the information before coming to class, {b) ask questions and/or make applications in small
group and large group class discussion, and {c) work to facilitate classroom interaction.

In order to accomplish course goals, you need to be in class every day. If you are absent on a
day when an assighment is due or an exam is given, you will be allowed to hand in or make-up
that work only if the absence is officially excused. You may be asked to provide official written
documentation for absences. Excuses for university-sponsored activities must be made prior to
such absences. No make-up work is available for in-class exercises, workshops, or exams ui less
approved in advance by your instructor.

Excused Absences
Students need to notify the professor of absences prior to class when possible. S.R. 5.2.4.2

defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious illness, {b) iliness
or death of family member, (c) University-related trips, {d} major religious holidays, and (e)
other circumstances found to fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the
instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their cbservance of such holidays no later
than the last day in the semester to add a class. Information regarding dates of major religious
holidays may be obtained through the religious liaison, Mr. Jake Karnes (859-257-2754).

Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for
the semester are missed (excused or unexcused) per university policy.

Verification of Absences
Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused.

Senate Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when
students claim an excused absence because of illness or death in the family. Appropriate
notification of absences due to university-related trips is required prior to the absence.

Academic integrity
Per university policy, students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic records.

Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in all courses.
The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assighment on which the offense
occurred. If the offense is considered severe or the student has other academic offenses on
their record, more serious penalties, up to suspension from the university may be imposed.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised to
become familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of
Student Rights and Responsibilities. Complete information can be found at the following




website: http://www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense
against the charge of academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as
all ideas borrowed from others need to be properly credited.

Part Il of Student Rights and Responsibilities (available online
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html) states that all academic work, written or
otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic supervisors, is
expected to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-expression. In cases where
students feel unsure about the question of plagiarism involving their own work, they are
obliged to consult their instructors on the matter before submission.

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording or anything else from another source without appropriate
acknowledgement of the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism. Plagiarism includes
reproducing someone else’s work, whether it is a published article, chapter of a book, a paper
from a friend or some file, or something similar to this. Plagiarism also includes the practice of
employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the work, which a student submits - s
his/her own, whoever that other person may he.

Students may discuss individual assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor,
but the actual work must be done by the student. When a student’s assignment involves
research in outside sources of information, the student must carefully acknowledge exactly
what, where and how he/she employed them. If the words of someone else are used, the
student must put guotation marks around the passage in question and add an appropriate
indication of its origin for essays and papers and in the form or “oral footnotes” in public
speeches. Making simple changes while leaving the organization, content and phraseology
intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to those ideas, which are so
generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public domain (Section 6.3.1).

Please note: Any assignment you turn in will be submitted to an electronic database to check
for plagiarism.

Accommodations Due to Disability
If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see your

instructor as soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive
accommodations in this course, you must provide your instructor with a Letter of
Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754, email
address: jkarnes@email.uky.edu).

E-mail Policy




Please alfow 24 hours for your instructor to respond to your e-mail. If you haven’t heard back
within 24 hours, a) send a follow-up email and b) approach them with your question or concern
in class.

Blackboard

We are responsive to student requests for changes in the schedule, which means that the daily
schedule may change during the semester. You will be responsible for checking the online
syllabus and schedule before beginning your homework for each of our class meetings for any
changes or updates. We will post all assignments on Blackboard. If you lose an assignment page
or handout, you are expected to get a copy from Blackboard rather than from one of us.

All of your work in this class must be available to be posted both on Blackboard and on paper.
In general, all assignments will require a title, your name, my name, and the date. You are
responsible for keeping back-up {(we recommend several) copies of all your work since
electronic texts can be lost. If your assignment is lost in cyberspace, you will be expected you
to repost it within the same day.

ASSIGNMENTS

Journal
Each student should keep a journal throughout the semester to track, analyze and
evaluate their
use of social media in conducting their interpersonal refationships. The student should
respond to a minimurn of 5 journal entry prompts and should apply textbook, course,
and lecture materials, including appropriate citations, to providing a deeper
understanding of their journal entry. For example journal entry prompts, see below:

Is social media beneficial or harmful to your interpersonal relationships? Why? How”
What are your motives for communicating interpersonally via social media platforms?
How can you become a more effective interpersonal communicator using social media?

Give up all social media for 24 hours. Evaluate how this affected you individually and

your
relationships? Was it easy or difficult and why? How did others react to your
experiment?

Application Paper
Students should choose one interpersonal communication theory and apply it to their
own use
of a social media platform. This paper should be 4-5 pages long and demonstrate how a
theory can explain and/or improve his/her effective use of a social media in




interpersonal communication during a specific type of interpersonal interaction {e.g.,.
conflict, showing affection, relationship maintenance).

Social Media and Relationships Debhate

Students will engage in a debate about the effects of social media {either positive or

negative).

using research gained from journaling and the application paper. They will be provided
with one class period to develop and discuss their arguments, opening statements, and
closing statements with their team. The debate will occur during the following class
period. Each student will be graded on their contributions to the team’s argument, as
evaluated by the team members and their oral participation during the debate.

Group Paper and Presentation

A group of 4-5 students will be assigned a social media platform to research {e.g.,

facebook,

twitter, linkedin). The group is responsible for conducting both primary and secondary
research to explore the effects of their assigned platform on interpersonal relationships.
The group should include relevant research on the effects including published resea ch,
a survey, and interviews with users of that medium focused on answering the larger
research question: How does XXX affect interpersonal relationships? The paper should
be 8-10 pages long. Each group will be responsible for constructing a 15-20 minute
group presentation to discuss the effects of that medium on relationships. Each group
member must speak and presentational aids are required. Group members will have the
opportunity to evaluate their teammates for their contributions to the group project.

ASSIGNMENT CHART
ASSIGNMENT POINTS POINTS EARNED

Journal 100
Application Paper 100
Social Media and Relationships 50
Debate
Group Paper 100
Group Presentation 100
Total Group Evaluations 50

TOTAL 500
90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
59 or below = E




Mid-term Grade: Mid-term grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the
Academic Calendar (http://www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htm)

Tentative Course Calendar
CMC = Computer Mediated Communication in Personal Relaitonships

Class Session Topic Assignment

Week 1: Course Introduction and Syllabus Discussion

Tuesday

Week 1: The influence of Technology Ch.1
Thursday

Week 2: Theoretical Approaches to CMC Journal Article on Bn
Tuesday Journal #1 Due
Week 2: Theoretical Approaches to CMC Journal Article on Bb
Thursday

Week 3: Self-Presentation Ch.3
Tuesday

Week 3: Privacy Ch. 2
Thursday

Week 4: Developing Relationships Ch. 4
Tuesday

Week 4: Developing Relationships Journal Article on Bb
Thursday

Week 5: Communication Competence and Ch.5
Tuesday Apprehension Journal #2 Due
Week 5: Online Communication Risks Journal Article on Bb
Thursday

Week 6: Relational Maintenance Ch. 6
Tuesday

Week 6: Social Support Ch.7
Thursday

Week 7: Support Groups Ch. 8, Journal Article on Bb
Tuesday

Week 7: Online Disclosure Ch.9
Thursday

Week 8: Social Presence Journal Article on Bb
Tuesday Journal #3 Due
Week 8: In Class Work Day

Thursday

Week 9: Episadic Presence Ch.10
Tuesday Application Paper Due
Week 9: Work and Family Relationships Ch. 11
Thursday

Week 10: Work and Family Relationships Journal Article on Bb




Tuesday

Week 10: Friendship Ch. 12
Thursday Journal #4 Due
Week 11: In-Class Debate Preparation

Tuesday

Week 11: In-Class Debate

Thursday

Week 12: Thanksgiving Break

Tuesday

Week 12: Thanksgiving Break

Thursday

Week 13: Long Distance Relationships Ch. 13
Tuesday

Week 13: Digital Deception Ch. 17
Thursday Journal #5 Due
Week 14: Problematic Interactions: Harassment and Ch. 19
Tuesday Cyberbullying

Week 14: In Class Work Day

Thursday

Week 15: Presentations Group Paper and
Tuesday Presentation Due
Week 15: Presentations Group Paper and
Thursday Presentation Due

**Final Exam: To be determined by academic calendar**




Bl Edt ¥ew Hghry Bockmarks Tools Hep
T eCATS (Currculer Propesal) - Ak,

Detadied Randgation

Courses

HiJanie

Sign Orf

RLE CEREE

COOAICESTEIG

SLEOIN717465

LOOQSNEESRLT Sppr

Oia N " &Fiter By Ofiter By Dale Range
Fiter QFiter By Cofege Name Cotrsellt Fromiiate ToDale
iCourse/ isplay Form [Course/ ?,-SM '
Prog I Dis Program i{Type Colleqs
) COK 249 HuE Course Change CONMUNICATION AND INFORMATION
& COM357 | Dleplay Eorm o | Course New T LCOMMWIRBSCATION AND INFORMATION
—Detads of Course/Program D{COM 352 )

VDEparemesd Appaoved

Tred by Citege

sved by Cctege

zeped by Il

Te5 0

G 13:457

GGt &M

E5:0F A

CEODIOT 17407 ed by LGT £330 M

GEHRDETONS d By ceagte Cory Z012-09-18 GBIST AW
@ CoM 395 Rislay Fom Course €hange | COMMUNICATION AND EF ORMATION 8210
& COMTaY . Dty Ferny Coursé. Changa - | COMMAECATION AND BFDRMATION TR
& TOMA425 Displav o Course Teewr COMMUNICATION AND BF ORMATION EIE,
G coMAss i plery Form Colfst | Change | COMMRRECATION AND BT ORWATION ~8r8s
G coMdaz i=play Fom Course Change | COMMUNGATION ANG B GRIVATION 267,
& COM 453 3 Coursa Changa | [ | COMMRSCARION ANDG INFGRMATION i
& coM 462 Change | CONMUNCATION AND I8 ORMATION eI
g coMant Hew . | COMMRRECATION AND BEORMATION




