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CLD 325 Writing for Community Media 
TR 9:30 – 10:45 

 
Instructor: Randy Weckman 
503 Garrigus 
257-3937 
email: rweckman@uky.edu 
Office Hours: 12-2 p.m. on Wednesday, or other times with prior scheduling 

Text:  Harrower, Tim.  Inside Reporting. McGraw Hill 2009, spiral bound edition. 
The Associated Press Stylebook, 2010. 

Introduction:  This 3-hour skills course will teach students how to write clearly, concisely and 
accurately for various community  media, including print, radio, television and new social media.  
It provides a broad-based understanding of writing and communicating to community audiences. 
 
Course Goal: The goal of this course is to hone writing skills and to develop them into material 
that community audiences want to read, view or hear. 
 
 Student Learning Outcomes:  By the end of the semester, a successful student in the course will be able 
to: 

*organize material in a comprehensible fashion for popular audiences. 
 *write clearly, concisely and accurately for various community media platforms. 
 *transfer stories written for print media into electronic media, including radio, television 
and social media. 
 *write to specific audiences. 

Method of Evaluation 
Your final grade will be calculated using the following formula:  
 Quiz grade averages:  20 percent 
 Handed in assignments average: 50 percent 
 In-class assignments average: 30 percent 
The grading scale will be 90-100–A; 80-89–B; 70 to 79–C; 60-69–D; less than 60–E. 
 
Remember: assignments will be graded in part on the structure of the piece as well as grammar, 
punctuation, spelling and style.  (For style, we will be using the Associated Press Style Manual.) 

Students will be provided with a Midterm Evaluation based on percentage of work completed in 
the class by the midterm date. 
 
Attendance:  Class attendance and participation are keys to learning.  Class attendance is taken very 
seriously, as is attendance in the workplace.  Although I will not take attendance, I expect you to be here 
for class because we have in-class discussions and activities. 
 
Classroom and Learning Accommodations 



If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me as soon as 
possible during scheduled office hours.  In order to receive accommodations in this course, you must 
provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 
257-2754, email address jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability services available 
to students with disabilities. 
 
Academic Honesty 
Academic dishonesty is not tolerated.  All assignments and projects are to be your original work for the 
project assigned.  You may build on a body of research or topical research area; however, you are not to 
reuse papers from previous courses, assignments, or other scholarly projects, or turn in the same paper for 
two courses you are taking simultaneously.  To do so constitutes cheating.  The minimum penalty is zero 
on an assignment for the first offense; an additional penalty of extra work, reduced letter grade, or E may 
be imposed.  There is a minimum penalty of E for offenses subsequent to a “minor” offense.  There is a 
minimum penalty of suspension for offenses subsequent to a major offense. 
 
You should read the official University policy on plagiarism at the site listed below.  See Part II, Section 
6.3.0 of “The Student Code of Conduct” at the following website: 
http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html 
You should also read the paper:  “Plagiarism:  What is it?” at the Academic Ombud website: 
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/Plagiarism.pdf 
There is also an online tutorial on plagiarism entitled “How to avoid plagiarism” at the Ombud website 
that will help you understand what plagiarism is and how you can avoid this problem. 
 
Excused Absences 
Attendance at scheduled classes and participation in class activities and discussions is at the heart of 
learning.  While I will not take attendance, I expect you to attend and participate in classes unless you 
have a legitimate excuse.  See the following website:  http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.htm 
and specifically Section 5.2.4.2, Excuses Absences for the University’s policy on excused absences.  This 
section notes:  “Students missing work due to an excuses absence bear the responsibility of informing the 
instructor about their excused absence within one week following the period of the excused absence 
(except where prior notification is required), and of making up the missed work.  The instructor shall give 
the student an opportunity to make up the work and/or the exams missed due to an excused absence, and 
shall do so, if feasible, during the semester in the absence occurred.” 
 
Late Assignments 
I expect all assignments to be completed on time.  For the purposes of this class, this means you must turn 
in papers by midnight of the day the assignment is due.  For each 24 hour period that the assignment is 
late, I will deduct 5 points from your grade for that assignment.  If you have an excused absence you will, 
of course, be able to submit an assignment late without this penalty. 
 
Course Outline and Readings 
Week One: Introductions, review of syllabus.   

Week Two: Harrower, Chapter 7, Law and Ethics, pages 136-152. 



 Defining news. 

Week Three:  Harrower Chapter 1, The Story of Journalism, 6-14; Chapter 3, Newswriting 
Basics,  34-62. Practice writing lead paragraphs. (This is an in-class assignment.) 

Week Four: Harrower, Chapter 4, Reporting Basics pages 66-88.  Writing a community  
“precede” story.  This is an out-of-class assignment. 

Weeks Five- Six: AP style book.  Knowing it and understanding how to use it in practice. 

 Test on AP Style.  (This quiz will be given several other times during the semester so 
that students who do poorly can study and improve their knowledge of the material.) 

Week Seven: Writing a news event story.  (Students will write a community news story from 
an event.)  Students will present their story to the rest of the class for critique. 

Weeks  Eight-Ten : Harrower Chapter 9, Broadcast News.  (Students will write and produce a 
community broadcast news story.  First, they will conceptualize the story,  then they will 
practice video journalism to illustrate it.)  

Weeks 11-13: Learning about Social Media.    

 What constitutes social media?  How can writing for social media be compelling, but not 
blathering or trite?  How do writing forms for community social media differ from writing for 
conventional media?  How can community be built using social media? 

 We will look at various forms during these weeks and analyze what we see, including 
what works and what needs to be reworked to build a sense of community. 

 The out-of-class assignment will be to select a community social media form and write 
or video a compelling piece for it.  This may be an individual or team-of-two assignment. 

Weeks 14-15:  Course wrap up will include a discussion of the need to hone skills continuously.  
Discussion also will focus on the changing nature of community media and whether newer 
community  media forms supplement and complement older community media forms.  A short 
paper about the new media forms and community will be the last assignment of this course.  
This will be an out-of-class assignment. 

 


