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CLA 655: Seminar in Greek Prose  
SAMPLE SYLLABUS 

 
The Orations of Demosthenes 

 
 

Course Content and Reading Schedule 
  
We will read in Greek, and be examined on, the Olynthiacs, Philippics I-III, the speech 
On the Peace, and Plutarch’s Life of Demosthenes according to the following schedule: 
 
August 28 (M): Philippic I, 1-12 
August 30 (W): 13-25 
September 6 (W): 26-37 
September 11 (M): 38-51 
 
September 13 (W): Olynthiac I, 1-13 
September 18 (M): 14-28 
 
September 20 (W): Olynthiac II, 1-16 
September 25 (M): 17-31 
    
September 27 (W): Olynthiac III, 1-13 
October 2 (M): 14-26 
October 4 (W): 27-36 
 
October 9 (M): On the Peace, 1-12 
October 11 (W): 13-25 
 
October 16 (M) and 18 (W):  examination on the orations listed above 
 
October 23 (M): Philippic II, 1-19   
October 25 (W): 20-37 
 
October 30 (M): Philippic III, 1-16 
November 1 (W): 17-35 
November 6 (M): 36-56 
November 8 (W): 57-76 
 
November 13 (M), 15 (W), 20 (M), 22 (W), 27 (M), 29 (W); December 4 (M), 6 (W): 
Plutarch’s Demosthenes (four Teubner pages per class) 
 
December 13 (W): examination on Philippic III and the Demosthenes 
 
We will thus be reading Plutarch’s biographical presentation of Demosthenes’ character 
and conduct against the background tapestry provided by an ample selection of the great 



orator’s political speeches.  Our historical focus will be on Philip and the Athenians, on 
Demosthenes’ public policy, and on the demise of Greek eleutheria.  Our literary 
concerns will be chiefly in the areas of rhetorical technique and biographical 
methodology.  We will also undertake to solidify our knowledge of Greek syntax. 
 
 

Your Responsibilities 
 
1.  To be prepared to read aloud in Greek and translate into English the assigned readings. 
 
2.  To be prepared to comment thoughtfully on their historical content and literary 
features. 
 
3.  To be prepared to indicate the first principal part and explain the syntax of the verb 
forms we encounter in our reading. 
 
4.  To keep the Greek text you use in class completely free from lexical and grammatical 
notes and, if you keep a vocabulary list, to put it away before class begins.  
 
5.  To attend class regularly and inform me of any special circumstances that may force 
you to be absent. 
 
6.  To write the two (mutually exclusive) examinations listed in the reading schedule. 
These examinations will involve translation and, to a lesser extent, syntactical 
explanation and the identification of first principal parts.  
 
7. To write a seminar paper on a mutually agreed upon topic, due before taking the final 
examination 
 
 

Determination of Course Grades 
 
Class performance, 40%; performance on the two examinations, 40%; performance on 
the seminar paper, 20 %.  To be eligible for a course grade of A, you must earn a grade of 
at least B on the seminar paper. 
 
All grades will be assigned as letters: A, B, C, E (there is no D in the graduate school 
grade scale).  For purposes of calculation, these will correspond to the usual scale of: 
 A = 4 points   B = 3   C = 2   E = 0. 
For the final course grade, points will averageaccording to the percentages above and 
final grades will given on the following scale: 
 a final average of 3.7 to 4.0   = A 
                                         3.0 to 3.69 = B 
                                         2.0 to 2.99 = C 
                                         below 2.0  = E. 
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