






CLA 651: Seminar in Greek Poetry & Drama 
SAMPLE SYLLABUS 

Homer’s Odyssey 
 
 
Required Text: 
Stanford, W. B. The Odyssey of Homer. Vol. I (Books I-XII) 
 
Recommended Text: 
Cunliffe, R. J. A Lexicon of the Homeric Dialect.  It will be of immense help to you. 
 
Assignments: 
Classroom performance, both in translating the text and raising questions and discussing 
linguistic and literary issues, will constitute part of your final grade. 
 
Students will also give oral reports of approximately 30 minutes in length, beginning 
soon after the midterm.  In these, you should define your topic as clearly as possible and 
provide to the class some of the basic bibliography you employed in your research.  Then 
you should explain your own research and conclusions as clearly as possible. 
 
Students will be required to turn in a final research paper sometime before the final exam 
date.  Papers will not be accepted after the date of the final examination.  
 
Paper and report topics should be worked out in consultation with me as early in the term 
as possible, especially as the length of the readings will increase dramatically during the 
course of the term.    
 
Grading: 
Classroom performance 20% 
Midterm             20% 
Oral report                    10%    We will have regular interviews to assess progress   
Paper                                 20% 
Final Exam                        30% 
 
All grades will be assigned as letters: A, B, C, E (there is no D in the graduate school 
grade scale).  For purposes of calculation, these will correspond to the usual scale of: 
 A = 4 points   B = 3   C = 2   E = 0. 
For the final course grade, points will averageaccording to the percentages above and 
final grades will given on the following scale: 
 a final average of 3.7 to 4.0   = A 
                                         3.0 to 3.69 = B 
                                         2.0 to 2.99 = C 
                                         below 2.0  = E. 
 
 



Since the class meets only once a week attendance is absolutely mandatory.  Failure 
to attend class without a reasonable excuse provided in advance of the class—either 
by phone or email—will result in severe reduction of the grade for class 
performance.  Failure to attend two or more classes will result in a grade of E for 
classroom performance. 
 
Schedule of Readings: 
 
10 January- Introduction to Homeric Poetry: Criticism and Metre 
17 January- Odyssey, Book 1, Lines 1-144, Homeric Dialect 
24 January- Book 1, Lines 145-398 
31 January- Book 1, Lines 399-444, Book 5, Lines 1-179 
7  February- Book 5, Lines 181-493 
14  Book 6, Lines 1-254 
21  February- Book 6, Lines 255-331 and Book 8, Lines 1-201 
28  February- Book 8, Lines 202-498 -- Midterm exam 
7  March- Book 8, Lines 499-586 and Book 9, Lines 1-215, oral reports 
14  March- Spring Break  
21  March- Book 9, Lines 216-566, oral reports 
28  March- Book 10, Lines 1-280, oral reports 
4  April- Book 10, Lines 281-574, oral reports  
11  April- Book 11, Lines 1-335 
18  April- Book 11, lines 336-640, oral reports 
25  April- Book 12, oral reports 
2  May- Final Exam     
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