






CLA 521: Advanced Latin Composition & Reading 
SAMPLE SYLLABUS 

 
Nōn enim tam praeclārum est scīre Latīnē quam turpe nescīre.  
 
Cicero, in one of his classic dialogues about the art of oratory (Brutus, 37, 140), makes this famous remark 
when describing the unaffected speaking style of Antonius, an orator who belong to the generation that 
preceded Cicero. Antonius gave the impression of carelessness, but his language was actually pure, correct 
and natural. 
 
Course objectives 
The course is designed for students who are already in possession of solid knowledge of 
Latin morphology and knowledge of Latin syntax. During the course, the students will 
deepen their understanding of the Latin syntax. While CLA 501 was principally devoted 
to features of the simple sentence and coordination, CLA 521 concentrates on the 
compound sentence, modes of expression in subordinate clauses, and the figures of 
speech in rhetoric.  The students will become acquainted with masterpieces of Latin prose 
from all periods. Excerpts from, Cicero, Sallust, Livy, Petronius, Pliny Minor, Einhard, 
Abelard, Erasmus of Rotterdam, Thomas More etc. will constitute the readings of the 
course. This course will be conducted entirely in Latin, and its major objective will be to 
help students to enhance the ability to express themselves in correct Latin prose, which 
they had begun to develop in CLA 501 (or the equivalent). A person who has an active 
command of a language will usually read works written in that language greater ease and 
efficiency. Moreover, a person who developes a sensitivity to the features of classical 
Latin prose by actually using it will not only recognize these features more quickly in the 
works of Latin authors, but will find themselves easily able to notice and appreciate other 
styles and usages of Latin prose that depart from the classical. The grammar will not be 
taught in a descriptive way, but as ars Latine componendi. At the end of the course, 
students who complete the course effectively and at a high level should greatly facilitate 
their independent access to any Latin author. 
  
Texts 

• Minkova M., T. Tunberg, Readings and Exercises in Latin Prose Composition: 
from Antiquity to the Renaissance, Newburyport, MA, Focus, 2004. ISBN 1-
58510-090-0. 

• Minkova, M., Introduction to Latin Prose Composition, London, WPC, 2001. 
ISBN 189-8855-43-9. 

• Allen and Greenough’s New Latin Grammar, Newburyport, MA, Focus, 2001 
(based on 1903 revision of the 1888 edition). ISBN 1-58510-027-7. 

• Incerti auctoris rhetorica ad Herennium (various editions are available, including 
the one on-line in the Latin Library) 

 
Every student must be in possession of a Latin dictionary (preferably Lewis and 
Short). Note that this dictionary, as well as Allen and Greenough’s grammar are 
available online in the Perseus project. 



 
Assignments 
Undergraduates: There will be 13 assignments, as indicated below.  
Graduates: There will be the same number and type of regular assignments for graduate 
students as for undergraduates, as indicated below, but these will be lengthier than those 
for undergraduates.  There will also be a longer "capstone" written assignment for 
graduate students, in addition to the oral final.  
 
Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory. Regular attendance is essential for developing proficiency in 
Latin. A student who is absent from more than one-fourth of the course meetings 
scheduled by the instructor will be assigned a grade of “E.”  
 
Decorum  
Upon enrolling into the University of Kentucky the students pledge themselves to 
observe decorum and to have respect for their colleagues.  
 
Evaluation and grades 
The final grade will be constituted by the following components: 
 
Undergraduates: 
1.  Home assignments (52%: 13 assignments, each of which is worth 4%). 
2.  Class Preparation and Participation (36%). 
3.  Final exam (12%). The final exam is oral. 
 
Graduates: 
1.  Home assignments (52%: 13 assignments, each of which is worth 4%). 
2.  Class Preparation and Participation (24%). 
3.  Capstone assignment (12%). 
3.  Final exam (12%). The final exam is oral. 
 
Since the exam is listed on the course schedule well in advance, no excuses will be 
accepted for missing an exam nor will any make-up exam be given. The only exception 
to this policy are those occasions of need specified in Students Rights & Responsibilities, 
5.2.4.2. For situations that meet the criteria in Student Rights & Responsibilities, the 
specified make-up procedure will be followed. 
 
All grades for this course will be assigned according to the General Grading System, i.e. 
letters only (A, B, C, D, no +/-).  Numerical equivalents are simply: 90’s = A, 80’s = B, 
70’s = C, 60’s = D.  
 
NOTE: Per Graduate School regulations, the grade of D is not availasble as a final 
grade for graduate students in this course.  GRADUATE STUDENTS WITH LESS 
THAN A 2.0 FINAL AVERAGE WILL RECEIVE AN E. 



Academic honesty and integrity 
Upon enrolling into the University of Kentucky the students pledge themselves to honest 
representation of their own work. Check the policies in Student Rights and 
Responsibilities, 6.3. Direct any questions you may have to your adviser or to the 
instructor of this course. About the University of Kentucky academic offenses policy 
check the following web-site: 
http://www.chem.uky.edu/research/grossman/acadoffenses/index.htm. 
 
Useful internet links 
Students can find useful information and starting points for research, as well as online 
versions of dictionaries (e.g. Lewis and Short) and grammars (e.g.  Allen and Greenough) 
at the following site: 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/ (The Perseus Project of Tufts University) 
For news in Latin, check: 
http://www.yleradio1.fi/nuntii/ (News in Latin, Finnish Radio) 
 
 
Day Date Class work 
1. Jan. 9 Initial meeting. 
2. Jan. 11 Substantival Clauses: Accusative and Infinitive: Indirect 

Questions: Objective ut-Clauses 3. Jan. 14 
4. Jan. 16 Assignment 1  

Substantival Clauses: Explicative quod: Explicative ut: 
Expressions of Fearing: Verbs of Preventing and Refusing: non 
dubito quin 

5. Jan. 18 

6. Jan. 23 Assignment 2  
Adjectival Clauses: Relative Clauses: Attributive Participle 7.  Jan. 25 

8. Jan. 28 Assignment 3  
Adverbial clauses: Temporal Clauses 9. Jan. 30 

10. Feb. 1 Assignment 4  
Adverbial clauses: Final Clauses: Causal Clauses 11. Feb. 4 

12. Feb. 6 Assignment 5  
Adverbial clauses: Consecutive Clauses: Concessive Clauses 13. Feb. 8 

14. Feb. 11 Assignment 6  
Adverbial clauses: Conditional Sentences  15. Feb. 13 

16. Feb. 15 Assignment 7  
Adverbial clauses: Comparative Clauses: Restrictive Clauses: 
Adversative Clauses 

17. Feb. 18 

18. Feb. 20 Assignment 8  
Oratio obliqua: Pronouns in Indirect Speech: Subordination 
within Indirect Speech 

19. Feb. Feb. 22 

20. Feb. 25 Assignment 9  
Order of Clauses 21. Feb. 27 

22.  Feb. 29 Assignment 10  
Variation 23. Mar. 3 

24. Mar. 5 Assignment 11  



25. Mar. 7 
 
Spring Break 

General Review 
 
Spring Break 

26. Mar. 17 Assignment 12  
General Review 27. Mar. 19 

28. Mar. 21 Assignment 13 
Introduction to Book 4 of Rhetorica ad Herennium 
 

29. Mar. 24 
30. Mar. 26 
31. Mar. 28 Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes verborum 
32. Mar. 31 Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes verborum 
33. Apr. 2 Assignment 14 

Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes verborum 
34. Apr. 4 Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes verborum 
35. Apr. 7 Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes verborum 
36. Apr. 9 Assignment 15 

Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes verborum 
37. Apr. 11 Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes verborum 
38. Apr. 14 Assignment 16 

Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes sententiarum 
39. Apr. 16 Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes sententiarum 
40. Apr. 18 Assignment 17 

Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes sententiarum 
41. Apr. 21 Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes sententiarum 
42. Apr. 23 Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes sententiarum 
43. Apr. 25 Assignment 18 

Rhetorica ad Herennium: Exornationes sententiarum 
 
 
Capstone assignment for graduate students  
to be handed in at class on the last session  
 
Final exam 
….. 
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