






CLA 480G: Studies in Greek and Latin Literature  
SAMPLE SYLLABUS 

Readings from the Septuagint and Hellenistic Greek Texts 
 
 
Required texts: 
Grammar of Septuagint Greek, ed. E.C. Conybeare and St. George Stock (Henderson 
Publishers, 1995) 
Hellenistic Greek Texts, ed. A. Wikgren (U. of Chicago Press, 1947)  
 
For each of the authors or texts to be read we will begin class with a short (5-10 minute) 
introduction in which a student in the class will place that author or text in the proper 
historical, theological, or aesthetic context.  Depending on the final enrollment in the course, 
one or two of these presentations will be required.  
 
For undergraduates: 
Determination of your final grade will depend largely on your reading and translating the 
text.  The exams, which will focus on translation, and your participation in class, including 
reading the text, will make up a total of 85% of your grade.  The remaining 15% will be the 
grade on the presentation described above. The final grade for undergraduate students will be 
calculated as follows: 
 
Midterm: 30% 
Class participation: 15% 
Presentation: 15% (if 2 presentations are given, each will be counted as one-half of the 15% 
Final Exam: 40% 
 
For graduate students: 
In addition to the elements listed above for undergraduates, determination of your final grade 
will include a term paper of some 15 pp. dealing with a topic in the historical, cultural, or 
theological aspects of the text, preferably related to your major area of study.  Details on this 
paper will be forthcoming, but you will be required to obtain approval of the topic 
beforehand, and the paper will be due before taking the final exam for the course.  Depending 
on the final enrollment in the course, graduate students may be required to give two 
presentations of the type described above, while undergraduates may perhaps only be 
required to give one.  The final grade for graduate students will be calculated as follows: 
 
Midterm: 20% 
Class participation: 15% 
Presentation: 15% (if 2 presentations are given, each will be counted as one-half of the 15% 
Term paper: 20% 
Final Exam: 30% 
 
Both the grades for assignments in this course and the final grade for the course will be 
awarded according to the College of Arts & Sciences "straight letter" system (no +/-).  Letter 
grades will be used which correspond to the standard 4-point scale: 



  A   = 4.0 B   = 3.0 C   = 2.0 D   = 1.0 
The "threshold" for the final grades for the course will be in this same scale (e.g., a final 
average from 2.0 to 2.99 will result in a C for the course).  The threshold for an A will be 3.7 
(i.e., a final average from 3.7 to 4.0 will result in an A for the course; and average of 3.69 
will result in a B).  
NOTE: Per Graduate School regulations, the grade of D is not availasble as a final 
grade for graduate students in this course.  GRADUATE STUDENTS WITH LESS 
THAN A 2.0 FINAL AVERAGE WILL RECEIVE AN E. 
  
Per University regulations, students will receive notification, before the midterm withdrawal 
date, of their grade in the course up to that point. 
 
Per university regulations, you will receive a midterm grade report before the midterm 
withdrawal date. 
 
Attendance: 
Attendance at every class session is expected, and attendance will be taken at each class 
session.  Each student will, however, be allowed four unexcused absences in the course of the 
semester.  If total unexcused absences amount to more than four, your final grade will be 
reduced by one step (e.g. from A to B).  After duly warning a given student, excessive and 
chronic tardiness may be regarded as an unexcused absence.  Please note, excused absences 
do not count toward the critical four.  An absence may be excused by securing my agreement 
beforehand (and only beforehand) or by conforming to the policies for excused absences 
defined in Student Rights and Responsibilities 5.2.4.2.  These include but are not limited to: 
illness, death of a family member, and major religious holidays. 
 
Make Ups: 
If an exam or major assignment is missed due to a reason listed in Student Rights and 
Responsibilities 5.2.4.2, the student will be given a chance to make up the exam or submit 
the assignment after the due date, upon consultation with the instructor and, where 
applicable, submission of appropriate documentation for the absence.  Other extenuating 
circumstances MAY be considered; it is always wise to consult the instructor in such cases. 
 
Academic honesty and integrity: 
Just as in Medicine, Law, etc., the Academic profession operates by its own standards and 
rules of ethics and conduct.  These entail, among other things, a degree of respect for one's 
colleagues and, above all, the honest representation of one's own work.  Unfortunately, 
cheating and plagiarism have become rapidly growing problems on campuses across the 
country and at UK.  Be aware that this University and this Instructor take cases of academic 
dishonesty with the utmost seriousness.  It is very important that you read the policies 
concerning cheating and plagiarism in Student Rights and Responsibilities carefully.  If you 
have any doubts or questions whatsoever as to whether something can be construed as 
dishonest, do not guess; ASK.  Students have sadly committed acts of dishonesty through 
simple ignorance.  Appropriate action will be taken against cases of dishonesty according to 
the specified procedures. 
 



 
Schedule: 
1/9: Introduction 
The Story of Balaam and Balak (from Grammar of Septuagint Greek) 
1/11- pp. 205-209 
1/14- pp. 210-214 
1/16- pp. 215-221 
 
The Story of Elijah 
1/18- pp. 265-269 
1/23- pp. 270-276 
1/25- pp. 277-282 
1/28-pp. 283-290 
 
The Story of Hezekiah and Sennacherib 
1/30-pp. 295-301 
2/1- pp. 302-308 
 
Isaiah 11:1-9 and Isaiah 52:7-53:12 
2/4- pp. 13-15 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts)  
 
Ecclesiastes 1: 1-18 
2/6-pp. 22-24 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
Proverbs 1: 1-9 and Daniel 12 
2/8-pp. 24-27 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts)   
 
Letter of Aristeas 128-144 
2/11- pp. 49-51 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 

The Greek New Testament 
 

Matthew 5: 1-16, 6:1-24 
2/13- pp. 56-59 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
Mark 2: 1-3:6 
2/15- pp. 59-61 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts)  
 
Luke 2: 1-20, 15: 11-32 
2/18- pp. 61-63 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
John 3: 1-21 
2/20- pp. 64-65 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
Acts 4: 5-20; 9: 1-21; 17: 16-34 
2/22-2/25 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 



 
2-25: Take-Home Midterm Due  
 
Romans 3: 21-26; 4: 13-17; 5: 1-11 
2/27- pp. 69-70 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
I Corinthians 12: 1-14; 13:1-13 
2/29- pp. 70-71 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts)  
 

3 March: Midterm 
 

Galatians 5: 25-6:10 and Colossians 2: 6-10; 2: 16-3:4 
3/3- pp. 72-73 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
II Timothy 3: 14-4: 8 and Philemon 
3/5- pp. 73-75 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
Hebrews 4: 14- 5: 10; 7: 1-3; 5: 11- 6: 8 
3/7-pp. 75-77 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
James 2: 1-17 and Peter 4: 7-19 
3/17-pp. 77-79 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
Revelation 14: 1-15: 4 
3/19-3/21- pp. 79-81 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
Philo: The Allegories of the Sacred Law I. 1. 12-13 
3/24-3/28- pp. 82-84 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
Philo: The Life of Moses II. 1. 1-7 
3/31- pp. 85-86 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
Josephus: Antiquities VIII 2: 5 (45-49) 
4/2- pp. 88-89 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
Josephus: Antiquities XVIII 1: 2-6 (11-25) 
4/4-4/9- pp. 89-91 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
Josephus: Jewish War VI 5: 3 (300-309) 
4/11-4/14- pp. 92-93 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
 
The Didache  
4/16-4/18- pp. 101-108 (from Hellenistic Greek Texts) 
  
Final Exam at the date and time listed in the exam schedule for the semester. 
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