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Syllabus, CHI 402, Advanced Chinese II, Monday, Wednesday & Friday 12:00-12:50 p.m., POT 145 

 

Prof. Mingzhen Bao 
Office:   969 Patterson Tower  
Phone:    257-6814  
E-mail:    mingzhenbao@uky.edu 
Office hours:  MW 1:00-2:30 p.m. and by appointment.   

 

Course description: This course is designed as the second semester of a sequence of advanced Chinese 
courses. It builds on the linguistic skills acquired in the previous seven semesters of Chinese study at the 
University of Kentucky and further trains students in advanced use of the language, including listening, 
speaking, reading and writing.  The main purposes of this course are to enlarge students’ vocabulary, to increase 
students’ reading speed, to improve students’ reading and listening comprehension, to maintain students’ 
conversation skills through class presentation and class discussion, and to enhance students’ writing ability 
through composition assignments. The topics of the lessons cover the social changes in contemporary China and 
cultural developments in its social context. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes for Course Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course, you should be able to reach the advanced level described by ACTFL 
guidelines, which is characterized by your ability to: 

• understand main ideas and most details of connected discourse on a variety of topics beyond the 
immediacy of the situation in listening. 

• converse in a clearly participatory fashion, initiating, sustaining and bringing to closure a wide variety of 
communicative tasks in speaking. 

• read somewhat longer prose of several paragraphs in length, particularly if presented with a clear 
underlying structure. 

• write routine social correspondence and join sentences in simple discourse of at least several paragraphs 
in length on familiar topics. 

 
Required Textbook: All Things Considered: Advanced Reader of Modern Chinese. Edited by Chih-p'ing 
Chou, Yan Xia, & Meow Hui Goh. 

 

Available at: Princeton University Press http://press.princeton.edu/titles/7151.html 

 

Attendance: Full attendance is required. Missing a class, being late for more than 5 minutes, leaving class 
without a proper excuse is recorded as “Absent”.  One percent will be deducted from your course total score for 
each absence. If your absence is an excused one, it is your responsibility to borrow someone’s notes. Not all of the 
information covered in class is covered in the text.  If you have specific questions regarding any information 
covered in class, by all means come and see me during my office hours, call me, or send me an e-mail.  

 

Excused absences: The official university policy on excused absences is given in section 5.2.4.2 of Student Rights 
and Responsibilities (http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html); in order to request that an absence be 
excused, you must submit your request on the attached form (or a photocopy of it). 

 

In Class Performance: The key to effective learning of Chinese is to master listening and speaking first, 
followed by reading and writing. Students will give 10-minute presentation on Monday to practice spoken 
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Chinese. Compulsory speaking in Chinese is required in class. It is very important that you make full use of the 
in-class learning, so please prepare presentation topics in advance and organize the discussions in class.  

 

Vocabulary quizzes: During the semester, there will be six vocabulary quizzes, one per unit. Each quiz will count 
as two percent of your course grade. 

 

Unit Tests: During the semester, there will be six unit tests, one per unit. Each unit test will count as two percent 
of your course grade. 

 

Written homework assignments: There will be daily written homework assignments.  These are due at the 
beginning of your next class. Assignments which you submit after class time will not be accepted for grading 
UNLESS your absence on that date is an excused one.  Assignments for one unit will count as four percent of your 
course grade.   

 

On working together: Students sometimes ask whether it is permissible to work together on written homework 
assignments.  Here is the answer:  it is fine--in fact it is desirable--for two or more students to discuss an assignment 
BEFORE they have begun formulating their answers in writing; but once a student has begun putting an answer 
down in writing, no consultation with other students is permitted.   

 

Exams:  There will be a midterm exam in this course, which will count as twenty percent of your course grade.  
The dates of these exams are: 

  Midterm exam:  Monday, March 9 
 
Please note that there are no quiz, test and exam make-ups. If your absence is an excused one, please 
submit your request as early as possible. Then you may take it in advance in my office. 

 
Term Project: Each student is required to submit a well-formatted resume in Chinese, including information of 
self-description, objective, education, experience, skills, and course work.  The project will count as twenty-two 
percent of your course grade. 

 

Evaluation:  The grading scale to which I will adhere in this course is the following: 
10% - Participation 
12% - Vocabulary quizzes 
12% - Unit tests 
24% - Homework assignments 
20% - Midterm exam 
22% - Term project 
             90 - 100 percent:   A  80 - 89  percent:     B      
              70 - 79  percent:     C       60 - 69  percent:         D 
                0 - 59  percent:     E 
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Academic misconduct: Academic misconduct (e.g. plagiarism, cheating on exams) will not be tolerated.  By 
University policy, the minimum punishment for academic misconduct is a failing grade for the assignment; 
expulsion from the University is also a possible consequence. 

 

Students with Special Needs – Disability Services: If you have a documented disability that requires 
academic accommodations, please see me as soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive 
accommodations in this course, you must provide me with Letter of Accommodation from the Disability 
Resource Centre (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-2754) for coordination of campus disability services available to 
students with disabilities.  



Syllabus (CHI402, Spring 2009) - 4 

   中 文 402 课 程 表 

                          2009 年   春季学期 
 

 
 

1/14 
 

1/16 
 

1/19 
 

1/21 1/23 
 

1/26 
S’s Presentation 1 

1/28 
Quiz 1 

1/30 
Unit Test 1 

2/2 
S’s Presentation 2 

2/4 
 

2/6 
 

2/9 
 

2/11 
Quiz 2 

2/13 
Unit Test 2 

2/16     
S’s Presentation  

2/18 
 

2/20 
 

2/23 
3S’s Presentation 4 

2/25 
Quiz 3 

2/27 
Unit Test 3 

3/2 
 

3/4 
 

3/6 
 

3/9 
Mid-term 

3/11 
 

3/13 
 

3/16-3/20 Academic Holiday 
3/23 
 

3/25 
Quiz 4 

3/27 
Unit Test 4 

3/30 
S’s Presentation 5 

4/1 
 

4/3 
 

4/6 
S’s Presentation 6 

4/8 
Quiz 5 

4/10 
Unit Test 5 

4/13 
 

4/15 
 

4/17 
 

4/20 
S’s Presentation 7 

4/22 
Quiz 6 

4/24 
Unit Test 6 

4/27 
S’s Presentation 8 

4/29 
 

5/1 
 

Term project due:*** 
  
      暑假快乐！☺ 

 
     別忘了中文！☺ 
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Request for Excused Absence 
 
Name  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date(s) of Absence ________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason (See Student Handbook: http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html): 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Documentation attached: 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
�--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Request for Excused Absence 
 
Name  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date(s) of Absence ________________________________________________________ 
 
Reason (See Student Handbook: http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html): 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Documentation attached: 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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