Admissions and Academic Standards Committee

University Senate

Minutes from Meeting on November 29, 2004

Members Present:

· Michael Braun, chair
· Walter Ferrier
· Tamara Brown
· Mark Coyne
· Andre Pullito
· Nancy Clauter
· Michael Shanks
Guests Present

· Jeannine Blackwell, Graduate School Dean

· Joanne Davis, College of Nursing

Welcome:

The committee members and guests introduced themselves and then Braun read a statement describing the committee’s responsibilities. 

Minutes:

Ferrier moved and Brown seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the April 29, 2004 Committee Meeting. Action: passed unanimously.

Old Business: SR 5.2.1.4 Reinstatement  Proposal:
The Academic Advising Network submits the following recommendation for a

change in SR 5.3.1.4 Reinstatement. (Change in italics/underlined)

After they have remained out of the University for at least a semester and a

summer session (a semester for a student suspended at the end of a summer

session), students who have been academically suspended from the University

may only be reinstated by the dean of he college in which they plan to enroll

when they present evidence that they are capable of performing at the level

required to prevent being suspended a second time. The deadline for scheduling

an appointment for reinstatement in all colleges is May 15 for the fall semester

and October 1 for the spring semester.

Davis explained the reason behind the proposal was to standardize, across the university, the deadline dates when students must start the reinstatement process. As is currently the case, each college would then follow their own process and timetable to deal with the student’s requests.

The committee thought that the proposed change should more clearly state that the students were responsible for initiating the process. Pullito then moved and Ferrier seconded a motion to accept the proposal with a wording change in the last line that would read: The deadline for students to schedule an appointment for reinstatement in all colleges is May 15 for the fall semester and October 1 for the spring semester. Action: passed unanimously. 

Old Business: College of Nursing Enrollment Caps proposal:

The College of Nursing is requesting to establish an enrollment cap of 200 for

newly admitted pre-nursing students, either freshmen or transfers. Because of

the structure of our curriculum, students must complete pre-requisite courses in

the first year in order to apply for admission to professional level courses and

complete the degree in four years.

We have seen our applicant pool increase significantly in the last two years,

which is in keeping with the national trend in colleges and schools of nursing. In

order to manage adequately with the existing resources, an enrollment cap is

necessary. We have talked to the faculty who teach anatomy and physiology,

and chemistry to discern what they can adequately teach. Additionally, we have

looked at the advising needs within the College of Nursing and 200 students are

the most that we can admit and serve adequately.

Davis explained that this proposal would limit the number of new students accepted into pre-nursing to 200, and that these students would be accepted on a first-come first-served basis at the time that they confirmed they would be attending an UK advising conference. In this way, the earlier the students confirmed their intent to attend an advising conference, the more likely they would be admitted into pre-nursing. At the present time about 160 students are enrolling in pre-nursing. These students are then screened the following year to determine which 80 are accepted as nursing majors. 

Brown moved and Ferrier seconded a motion to accept the proposal, with the caveat that when it is presented to the full Senate that the College of Nursing make clear that there is a second screening process to determine which of the pre-nursing students are ultimately accepted as nursing majors. Action: passed unanimously.

New Business: Masters Time-to-Degree Proposal:

Master’s/Specialist Degrees. Activities used to satisfy degree requirements must be completed within six years preceding the proposed date of graduation. Extensions of time will be considered by the Graduate Council for approval. The program must demonstrate that the time limit of six years would be detrimental to the progress of their students or to the program itself. If extending the limit, the program must demonstrate how students will remain current in the field over the extended period. Such a change in the time limit would apply to all students in the program. 

Blackwell explained that the current requirement for completing degrees is within eight years, which is two years longer than the majority of UK’s benchmark universities. She also explained that this change allow UK to better allocate its resources.  

Pullito moved and Ferrier seconded a motion to accept the proposal as presented. Action: passed unanimously. 

New Business: Conditional Admission Proposal:
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Blackwell explained that currently graduate students may be accepted “tentatively” or “provisionally” or in some cases both, and that the proposal would combine these two categories into one, entitled provisional. She also explained that, unlike the old rules, the new ones would treat domestic and international students the same. The proposal was submitted with intent of clearing up the confusion caused by the two categories, and in the interests of being more welcoming to international students by treating them the same as domestic students. 

The committee expressed some concerns that the portion of the proposal that stated: B. Programs will have the option to recommend that both domestic and international students be admitted “conditionally” for: could be interpreted that programs had the option of treating domestic and international students differently. 

Coyne moved and Clauter seconded a motion to accept the proposal with the one wording change: B. Students may be admitted “conditionally” for: Action: passed unanimously. 

