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Dr. Monica Blackmun Visonà   Office: FA 307 

Assistant Professor, Art History   Office hours:  M 1:00 – 2:00 

University of Kentucky    W 1:00 – 3:00 

(859) 257-1398     And by appointment 

m.b.visona@uky.edu     

A-H 308, section 001 meets in FA 208,  

MWF 11:00 – 11:50 

 

A-H 308:  STUDIES IN AFRICAN ARTS: 

 

FIVE THOUSAND YEARS OF EGYPTIAN ART 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Depending  upon the subtitle, the course will focus upon arts connected to a particular 

period, theme, medium, or region of Africa and the African Diaspora, or examine a 

specific set of images, themes, theoretical positions or media originating from, or 

associated with, the African continent. May be repeated under a different subtitle for a 

maximum of six credits.  Prereq.  A-H 104 recommended. 

 

SUBTITLE: 

The arid sands of the Egyptian desert have preserved art works created over a vast 

period of time, allowing us to trace an art history longer than that of any other 

African civilization.  Furthermore, this corner of the African continent has served as a 

crossroads for African, Asian and European travelers, and its monuments have 

influenced the art of distant peoples throughout the millennia.  Yet this course 

surveys the historical development of art in Egypt itself.  It thus presents the art of 

ancient Kemet as a precursor for the Graeco-Roman art of the Ptolemies, the 

Byzantine art of the Copts, the Islamic art of the Fatimids, Mameluks and Ottomans, 

and the modern city of Cairo.  The course will end with an examination of 

contemporary artists.  

 

  

 

Note:  Art history majors may petition to request that this course fulfill a distribution 

requirement for Ancient Art History rather than for African Art History.   

 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (also see Addendum for Student Learning 

Objectives in Art History): 

Students will be able to: 
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1.  identify a broad variety of Egyptian art works from diverse periods, and list their 

dates, patrons, media and techniques, and the original locations of their manufacture 

and use 

2.  describe an Egyptian work of art as an isolated object and as a component of a 

larger visual environment, and discuss the broad cultural, historical, philosophical 

and religious contexts in which it functioned 

3.  locate, evaluate and access  sources of information on Egyptian art and architecture 

4. read, summarize and evaluate published and unpublished materials on Egyptian art, 

including scholarly articles, and identify the methodologies and disciplinary 

approaches of the authors in a paper incorporating  properly cited references to scholarly 

sources 

5.  write a coherent and persuasive essay incorporating personal insights and properly 

cited references to course  materials  

6. contribute to class discussions by attending class regularly and by sharing ideas 

gained from reading and from personal insights 

7. trace common themes and concepts in Egyptian art over time and link Egyptian art 

and ideas to material encountered in other courses 

 

REQUIRED READING: 

 

Textbook:  Robins, Gay.  1997.  The Art of Ancient Egypt.  Cambridge:  Harvard 

University. 

Other reading material will be placed on electronic reserve or on Blackboard.   

 

COURSE OUTLINE AND SCHEDULE: 

 (NOTE: The sequence of lectures, material covered, and assignments listed in 

 this syllabus may change.) 

 

W 8/25    INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE 

 

F 8/27    INTRODUCTION TO EGYPTOLOGY; DISCIPLINARY APPROACHES 

   

M 8/30    THE HISTORY OF ART HISTORY IN EGYPT; CRITICAL   

   APPROACHES 

 

W 9/1    AFRICAN ART HISTORY AND EGYPT 

 

F 9/3    ORIGINS OF ART IN THE NILE VALLEY  

  Map Quiz 

 

M 9/6     NO CLASS (Labor Day) 

 

W 9/8    THE EARLY KINGS OF KEMET   

 

F 9/10    CLOSE READING – THE NARMER PALETTE 
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M 9/13     THE THIRD DYNASTY   

 

W 9/15     THE FOURTH DYNASTY  

 

F 9/17    THE END OF THE OLD KINGDOM – COMPARATIVE    

  CHRONOLOGIES 

  

M 9/20     THE FIRST INTERMEDIATE PERIOD  

 

W 9/22    THE ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH DYNASTIES  

 

F 9/24    THE END OF THE MIDDLE KINGDOM AND THE SECOND  

     INTERMEDIATE PERIOD 

  Bibliography for Research Paper due 

   

M 9/27    THE EARLY EIGHTEENTH DYNASTY 

 

W 9/29     THE AMARNA PERIOD 

 

F 10/1     THE NINETEENTH DYNASTY – CRITICAL DEBATES ON   

  AKHENATEN 

 

M 10/4    NON-ROYAL ARTS OF THE NEW KINGDOM 

 

W 10/6    THE THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD 

 

F 10/8     GUEST LECTURE? 

  Research Papers due 

 

M 10/11  NUBIA AND THE TWENTY-FIFTH DYNASTY 

 

W 10/13  NON-ROYAL ARTS OF THE LATE PERIOD 

 

F 10/15   Review for Slide Identifications   

 

M 10/18   Slide Identifications (Midterm Test) 

 

W 10/20   Presentations on Midterm Essay topics 

 

F 10/22    Presentations on Midterm Essay topics 

  Midterm Essay due  

 

M 10/25   THE PTOLEMAIC PERIOD  
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W 10/27   EGYPT AS A ROMAN PROVINCE 

 

F 10/29   EGYPT AND EARLY CHRISTIAN ART –  

  COMPARE AND CONTRAST ESSAYS 

 

M 11/1    EGYPT AND BYZANTIUM  

 

W 11/3  LATER ART OF THE COPTS  

 

F 11/5   THE ARRIVAL OF ISLAM – COMPETING FAITHS  

 

M 11/8    FATAMID ART AND THE CRUSADES 

 

W 11/10  ART OF THE MAMELUKS 

 

F 11/12    OTTOMAN OVERLORDS 

 

M 11/15   EUROPEAN ART AND ORIENTALISM 

 

W 11/17   MEET WITH RESEARCH TEAM (INSTRUCTOR AT CONFERENCE) 

 

F 11/19   MEET WITH RESEARCH TEAM (INSTRUCTOR AT CONFERENCE)  

 

M 11/22  TWENTIETH CENTURY EGYPTIAN ART – REPORTS ON   

  RESEARCH 

  

W 11/24   NO CLASS (THANKSGIVING)  

 

F 11/26    NO CLASS (THANKSGIVING)   

  

M 11/29  ISSUES IN CONTEMPORARY GLOBAL ART 

 

W 12/1  Presentations on contemporary Egyptian artist 

 

F 12/3   Presentations on contemporary Egyptian artist 

 

M 12/6  Presentations on contemporary Egyptian artist 

 

W 12/8  Presentations of Final Essay topics 

  Culinary creations due (extra credit) 

 

F  12/10 Presentations of Final Essay topics 

  Culinary creations due (extra credit) 

   

M 12/13  Slide Identifications (Final Test) 
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  FA 207 10:30 – 11: 20 am (Note time and date) 

 

ATTENDENCE: 

 

Students are expected to attend all class sessions and are expected to contribute to the 

education of classmates.   

 

Students need to notify the professor of absences prior to class when possible. S.R. 

5.2.4.2 defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious 

illness, (b) illness or death of family member, (c) University-related trips, (d) major 

religious holidays, and (e) other circumstances found to fit “reasonable cause for 

nonattendance” by the professor.  

 

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for 

notifying the instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of 

such holidays no later than the last day in the semester to add a class. Information 

regarding dates of major religious holidays may be obtained through the religious 

liaison, Mr. Jake Karnes (859-257-2754). 

 

Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes 

scheduled for the semester are missed (excused or unexcused) per university policy.  

 

Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered 

excused. Senate Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request 

“appropriate verification” when students claim an excused absence because of illness 

or death in the family. Appropriate notification of absences due to university-related 

trips is required prior to the absence. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING POLICIES: 

 

10% Map Quiz 

  (See attached list of sites) 

15% Slide Identification (Midterm Test) 

  (See attached sample identification question) 

15% Slide Identification (Final Test) 

10% Midterm Essay 

  (see attached guidelines for essay and its presentation) 

5% Presentation of images for Midterm Essay 

10% Final Essay 

  (see attached guidelines for essay and its presentation) 

5% Presentation of images for Final Essay 

5% Bibliographic references and illustrations for Research Paper 

  (see attached guidelines on the paper) 

15% Research Paper 
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10% Presentation on contemporary Egyptian artist 

  (Please see attached guidelines on the presentation) 

100% Total 

  
The University of Kentucky does not recognize grades other than A,B,C,D, and E.  These will 

be assigned as follows: 

100% - 90% = A; 89% - 80% = B; 79% - 70% = C;  69% - 60% = D; under 59% = E 

 

Mid-term and final grades will be posted in “myUK” by the deadline established in 

the Academic Calendar (http://www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htm 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Up to 5 additional extra credit points may be earned if you are able to travel to the 

Cincinnati Art Museum and give me a written (2 page) description of the Egyptian 

objects on display.  Please see me if you can travel to Chicago, New York or another 

city whose museums have major collections of Egyptian art, and you would like to 

describe those works instead. 

 

Up to 3 points of extra credit may be earned for “culinary creations”, food that has 

been prepared according to an Egyptian recipe (check its authenticity with me), 

brought to class on Wednesday, Dec. 8th.  You should bring enough food or drink and 

enough spoons/napkins/cups/paper plates so that about a dozen other students can 

sample it. 

 

Other extra credit opportunities may be announced during the course of the semester. 

 

Even though you may not earn more than 5 extra credit points, you are welcome to 

participate in more than one of these activities!   
 

 

Per university policy, students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse 

academic records. Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating 

and plagiarism in all courses.  The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the 

assignment on which the offense occurred.  If the offense is considered severe or the 

student has other academic offenses on their record, more serious penalties, up to 

suspension from the university may be imposed.   

 

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct.  Each student is 

advised to become familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as 

explained in the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities.  Complete information 

can be found at the following website: http://www.uky.edu/Ombud.  A plea of 

ignorance is not acceptable as a defense against the charge of academic dishonesty. It 

is important that you review this information as all ideas borrowed from others need 

to be properly credited. 

 

http://www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htm
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud.
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Part II of Student Rights and Responsibilities (available online 

http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html) states that all academic work, 

written or otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or other academic 

supervisors, is expected to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-

expression.  In cases where students feel unsure about the question of plagiarism 

involving their own work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on the matter 

before submission. 

 

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way 

borrows ideas, organization, wording or anything else from another source without 

appropriate acknowledgement of the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism.  

Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s work, whether it be a published 

article, chapter of a book, a paper from a friend or some file, or something similar to 

this. Plagiarism also includes the practice of employing or allowing another person to 

alter or revise the work which a student submits as his/her own, whoever that other 

person may be. 

 

 Students may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, 

but when the actual work is done, it must be done by the student, and the student 

alone. When a student’s assignment involves research in outside sources of 

information, the student must carefully acknowledge exactly what, where and how 

he/she employed them.  If the words of someone else are used, the student must put 

quotation marks around the passage in question and add an appropriate indication of 

its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the organization, content and 

phraseology intact is plagiaristic.  However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to 

those ideas which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public 

domain (Section 6.3.1). 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

 

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please 

see me as soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive 

accommodations in this course, you must provide me with a Letter of 

Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (Room 2, Alumni Gym, 257-

2754, email address jkarnes@email.uky.edu) for coordination of campus disability 

services available to students with disabilities. 

 

DISCLAIMERS: 

 

 The art discussed in this class may be related to sexuality and violence, and 

students will be examining political philosophies, cultural practices, and religious 

beliefs very different from their own.  Students must be prepared to encounter images 

and ideas they may find offensive. 

 See me immediately if there is no grade on an assignment or test, or if you do 

not know why you have been asked to re-submit an assignment, or if an assignment 

http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/Code/part2.html
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has not been returned to you after a week from the date it was due. Please keep all 

graded assignments until you have received your final grade for the course.  Late 

assignments will lose one full grade for every class session they are late. In 

extraordinary circumstances, however, I may give you up to half of the earned points 

for late assignments turned in before the end of the semester.  Unless you encounter 

an emergency and consult with me as soon as possible afterwards, I will not 

reschedule slide identification tests, the map quiz, or presentations.   

 Finally, please contact me if you have any concerns about the course, or any 

questions about assignments or tests. 

 

ADDENDUM: 

 

Student Learning Objectives for Art History Courses at 300-level 

 By the end of the semester, students should be better able to: 

 identify and explain major trends, concepts, and issues in the visual 

arts or study of other visual forms 

 analyze and interpret images or objects as expressions of cultural and 

historical circumstances 

 apply critical reading skills to analyze different types of source material  

 contribute in an informed manner to class discussions 

  identify and utilize the appropriate reference tools and databases for a 

given task or subject 

 demonstrate basic research skills in art history or study of other visual 

forms   

 write a research paper for the intelligent reader employing the Chicago 

Manual of Style’s humanities form of documentation as well as 

appropriate electronic tools for a professional paper. 

 give effective class presentations 

 demonstrate developed time-task management skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




