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Cover Page 

Suggested Change to SR 5.1.6

1. Purpose for submitting: Submitting for approval

2. Type of proposal: Campuswide policies (including Senate Rules)

3. Specific action being requested: Change

4. Proposer: Laura Anschel

5. Affiliation of proposer: Academic Ombud Services

6. Proposal submitted on behalf of another unit or organization Not applicable

6.a. If "Yes," name of the submitting unit/organization:

7. Rationale for proposal:
It has come to our attention that we are handling a few cases each year, seven in the last year, in
which the professor made an error in grading that was not discovered until after the one year time
limit specified in Senate Rule 5.1.6. In the past, at the end of each semester, grades were mailed to
the students and it is possible errors were found more quickly. It appears that now that students can
check their final grades on Canvas, they often do not check their transcript until they are ready to
graduate. This may be part of the reason errors are found after the one year time limit. The instructors
in these cases readily admit the error and ask the Registrar to change the grade, but the Registrar
cannot because the rule states “the change is made within one year of the date of the original grade”.
The instructor and student then must appeal to the University Appeals Board to correct the grade. In
my opinion, the University is wasting resources by requiring the University Appeals Board to approve
these requests and direct the Registrar to change the grade. I recommend that this rule be changed
so that Instructors can make the decision to change a grade in cases of an error (e.g., miscalculation
of the grade, or errant entry of the wrong grade). Most, if not all, of these cases are errant entry of the
wrong grade.

8. Does the proposal include a change to the Senate Rules?
Yes

8.a. If "Yes," what section of the Senate Rules? Section 5 - Attending the University

8.b. If "Yes," what is the requested effective date? Fall 2024

9. If asking for feedback, how will the feedback be used?



Updated language:   
5.1.6 CHANGING GRADES An Instructor of Record may change a mark once it has been reported to the 
Registrar’s Office only if (1) the change is made within one year of the date of the original grade and (2) 
only in the case the original grade was in error. Reports of all such grade changes shall be sent to the 
Registrar’s Office with a copy to the dean of the college in which the instructor is assigned. For situations 
in which both the course and Instructor of Record are homed outside of a college, the Dean is the officer 
appointed by the Provost, with concurrence of the Senate, to act as the responsible Dean of the course. 
The Instructor of Record may also recommend to his/her department chair the changing of a grade for 
any reason other than an error, and the grade shall be changed if the department chair approves. In 
every such approval, a report of the grade change shall be sent to the Registrar’s Office by the 
department chair with a copy to the Instructor of Record and dean of the college involved. There shall 

be only one grade change per student per course pursuant to this rule. No grade may be changed after 
the student has graduated from the University except in the case of the error provided for above. In 
special circumstances, an instructor may request a waiver of the one-year window from the Registrar’s 
office. However, no waiver can be granted after 4 years from the time the grade was issued and prior to 
degree conferral.    
 


	Proposed Change to 5.1.6.pdf
	Suggested Change to 5.1.6

	SR 5.1.6 revision 20240429.pdf



