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Suggested Change to SR 5.1.6

1. Purpose for submitting: Submitting for approval

2. Type of proposal: Campuswide policies (including Senate Rules)

3. Specific action being requested: Change

4. Proposer: Laura Anschel

5. Affiliation of proposer: Academic Ombud Services

6. Proposal submitted on behalf of another unit or organization Not applicable

6.a. If "Yes," name of the submitting unit/organization:

7. Rationale for proposal:
It has come to our attention that we are handling a few cases each year, seven in the last year, in
which the professor made an error in grading that was not discovered until after the one year time
limit specified in Senate Rule 5.1.6. In the past, at the end of each semester, grades were mailed to
the students and it is possible errors were found more quickly. It appears that now that students can
check their final grades on Canvas, they often do not check their transcript until they are ready to
graduate. This may be part of the reason errors are found after the one year time limit. The instructors
in these cases readily admit the error and ask the Registrar to change the grade, but the Registrar
cannot because the rule states “the change is made within one year of the date of the original grade”.
The instructor and student then must appeal to the University Appeals Board to correct the grade. In
my opinion, the University is wasting resources by requiring the University Appeals Board to approve
these requests and direct the Registrar to change the grade. I recommend that this rule be changed
so that Instructors can make the decision to change a grade in cases of an error (e.g., miscalculation
of the grade, or errant entry of the wrong grade). Most, if not all, of these cases are errant entry of the
wrong grade.

8. Does the proposal include a change to the Senate Rules?
Yes

8.a. If "Yes," what section of the Senate Rules? Section 5 - Attending the University

8.b. If "Yes," what is the requested effective date? Fall 2024

9. If asking for feedback, how will the feedback be used?



Based on discussions within SAASC and the proposer, the proposed language in the original was revised 
to include a �me frame for changing grades that was not open-ended but would address the concern 
brought forward by the proposer.  The revision is provided below.  

5.1.6 CHANGING GRADES  

An Instructor of Record may change a mark once it has been reported to the Registrar’s Office only if (1) 
the change is made within one year of the date of the original grade and (2) only in the case the original 
grade was in error. Reports of all such grade changes shall be sent to the Registrar’s Office with a copy to 
the dean of the college in which the instructor is assigned. For situa�ons in which both the course and 
Instructor of Record are homed outside of a college, the Dean is the officer appointed by the Provost, 
with concurrence of the Senate, to act as the responsible Dean of the course. The Instructor of Record 
may also recommend to his/her department chair the changing of a grade for any reason other than an 
error, and the grade shall be changed if the department chair approves. In every such approval, a report 
of the grade change shall be sent to the Registrar’s Office by the department chair with a copy to the 
Instructor of Record and dean of the college involved. There shall be only one grade change per student 
per course pursuant to this rule. No grade may be changed a�er the student has graduated from the 
University except in the case of the error provided for above. [US: 5/2/2022] An instructor may not 
change a grade a�er 4 years from when the student graduated or le� the university.   

 

SAASC voted unanimously to approved the proposal with the revised language.  



5.1.6 CHANGING GRADES 

An Instructor of Record may change a mark once it has been reported to the Registrar’s 
Office only if (1) the change is made within one year of the date of the original grade 
and (2) only in the case the original grade was in error. Reports of all such grade 
changes shall be sent to the Registrar’s Office with a copy to the dean of the college in 
which the instructor is assigned. For situations in which both the course and Instructor 
of Record are homed outside of a college, the Dean is the officer appointed by the 
Provost, with concurrence of the Senate, to act as the responsible Dean of the course. 
The Instructor of Record may also recommend to his/her department chair the changing 
of a grade for any reason other than an error, and the grade shall be changed if the 
department chair approves. In every such approval, a report of the grade change shall 
be sent to the Registrar’s Office by the department chair with a copy to the Instructor of 
Record and dean of the college involved. There shall be only one grade change per 
student per course pursuant to this rule. No grade may be changed after the student 
has graduated from the University except in the case of the error provided for above. 
[US: 5/2/2022] 

• *           The Instructor of Record for the course is authorized to make the final
decision to change a grade in cases of an error (e.g., miscalculation of the grade,
or errant entry of the wrong grade). In other cases, an instructor of record is
authorized to initiate and make a grade change only if the department chair
agrees to the change. (The department chair's role in this case is only to agree or
not to the change, not to make the change independent of the Instructor of
Record.) [SREC: 4/14/2006]

• *           If a change is made to an originally submitted grade that is not a change
authorized under SR 5.1.6, that action does not prevent the Instructor of Record
from correcting that improperly changed grade to the originally submitted grade,
and this correction does not count as the one allowed grade change under SR
5.1.6. If, on the other hand, the Instructor of Record (and, if necessary under SR
5.1.6, the department chair) changes the improperly changed grade to a grade
other than the one originally submitted, then this change does count as the one
allowed grade change under SR 5.1.6. [SREC: 9/22/11]

• *           Pursuant to 6.5.1.3, when a grade change may be warranted but the
Instructor of Record is no longer available, the UAB would ascertain whether the
present grade ought be changed and if possible determine and direct the
appropriate specific grade. [SREC: 3/10/2021]

However, in the case of a violation of student academic rights, the University Appeals 
Board may change a grade to P or W or, if such a determination can be made, to an 
appropriate letter grade. (See SR 6.5.1.2.) (See SR 5.1.2.2 for the procedures for 
recording and changing an I grade.) [SREC: 11/20/87] 

Graduate and professional schools may have individual rules on this matter so long as 
they are not inconsistent with these rules. 

https://ombud.uky.edu/university-senate-rules/sec-6-student-academic-affairs/651-functions-university-appeals-board
https://ombud.uky.edu/university-senate-rules/sec-6-student-academic-affairs/651-functions-university-appeals-board
https://ombud.uky.edu/university-senate-rules/sec-5-rules-relating-attending-university/5122-grade-i-incomplete


• *           It is a violation of SR 5.1.5 and SR  5.1.6 for a department chair (or any
other administrator) to change the Instructor of Record to a different person after
the final course grades have been formally submitted to the Registrar, for any
reason, including so that the new Instructor of Record can then change any of
the final course grades. A department chair (or any other administrator) is
authorized to change a final course grade without the concurrence of the
Instructor of Record who entered that grade only when the chair is changing the
temporary transcript notation of (1) ‘course in progress’ or (2) ‘missing grade’ to a
final grade (SR 5.1.5). Under SR 5.1.6, if a student claims that a change of an
already submitted final course grade is warranted, and the Instructor of Record
who entered that grade is unwilling to change it, then the proper resolution is for
the student to lodge a grade appeal with the University Appeals Board. [SREC:
8/21/2014]

https://ombud.uky.edu/university-senate-rules/sec-5-rules-relating-attending-university/5151-reporting-final-grades
https://ombud.uky.edu/university-senate-rules/sec-5-rules-relating-attending-university/5152-temporary-notations-grades

	Suggested Change to 5.1.6
	SR 5.1.6 suggested change

